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T HE genius of M. Matnokitt 

has been of late ſo much admir- 

ed in this kingdom, that a work from 
bis pen could not but attract the moſt 
ceuarly attention. Beliſarius was, there- 
fore, read with eagerneſs, and the pe- 

ruſal anſwered ſo well, that it was im- 
mediately reſolved to make the plea- 
ſure, that had afiſen from ſo elegant a 
performance, as general as poſſible, 
by giving the public a tranſlation. The 
perſon, who charged himſelf with this 
taſk, is far from thinking that he has 
been able to transfuſe the ſpirit of the 
original into the following verſion: 
the beauties of M. Marmontel's ſtyle 
are well known to all competent judges 

of the French language, and it muſt 
be a careful and a tender hand that 
A 2 endea- 


Ld 


„ THE TRANSLATOR | 
_ endeavours to tranſplant them. All 


poſſible care and tenderneſs, however, 


have been uſed; and the dreſs, in 


which Beliſarius is here preſented to 
the public, has this at leaſt to boaſt, 
that it is not journey-work : it was 


undertaken con amore, with a kind of 
affection for the various graces of M. 


Marmontel's performance, The ori- 


ginal is a picture which charms with 
its deſign and colouting ; and how- 


ever defettive” the execution of the 
copy may appear, there was a pleaſure 


in working after fo fine a maſter. 5 


Thin wn w# ot ak * & + 


The 1 1s defired not to con der 


this little volume as a mere romance, 


or a modern novel. The vehicle of 


fiction is, indeed, made uſe of, but 


it is in fact an eſtimate of the manners 
and principles of the times. It is more 
than that: we have here a review of 


an intereſting period of hiſtory, in 


which the cauſes that precipitated the 
downfall of a great, empire are unfold- 
ed 


bB E F A, C | IE * 1 


i in 4 maſterly manner, and with 
ſuch, a ſpirit of political reflection, 
that, I will. venture to ſay, (and I 
hope. I may fay it as free from offence 
at home, as. it is from compliment 
to the foreign writer) that the gentle- 
men, who take upon them the care 
of the nation in our daily papers, may 

for a while lay down, their PERS. 
Faction is here detected, and the gor 
vernors and governed. may finda in this 
piece very ſeaſopable ; admonitions. It 
18 a work for kings, for miniſters, and 
for the people i in general. Beliſarius 5 
is throughout the whole an amiable 
and intereſting character. He is the 
friend of civil and religious liberty; 
he glows with a generous love of hu- 
man kind, a warrior, a ſtateſman, a 
man of piety, and an enemy to perſe- 
 eution. Nothing can be more beauti- 
fully imagined than the pathetic ſcenes, 

which are here introduced; and the 
ſentiments, that animate every chapter, 
almoſt make a Briton envy a writer, 
=" cn th who 


vi THE T RANSLAT OR's, &c. 


who was born and lives under the mo- 
narchy of France; a writer who has 
| had the genius and the courage to 
think" with Fretdom, eden in Paths, 
where we underſtand, that the book 
| | has been ſuppreſſed, and its author ſent 


to the Baſtile to d penance for his 4 
i * Wh nes of his tale; 
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gen sl Mad noir | 5 

de, the reader Will find 

in 2 5 werte (to uſe” Mre Pope's ex- 
EO prefſion)'atery berate yet hot imegnt | 
1 tent, and a ſhort yet not i vperfect 
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that it is in faſhion with the moſt em- 
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nent wit ee nnd op Bude 
| 5 occaſion to refer to. Greek authors, 1b 
mute theirextradfs om Lotin tranſ- 

| = lations: to that faſhion M. Marmon- 

9 tel has conformed iaroughaut the fol- 1 
L# lowing werk. nn 
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F Am aware, and it m por be Gtemblel, 
that the fact upon 1005 following piece 
is grounded, may he conſidered father as a 
popular opinion, than an hiſtorical truth. * 
that opinion has ſo uniyęrſal tained, 
idea 9 blind old ian ble 600 S ver now 
N with / the — of plats; de ms 
ter never occurs without preſenting to the ima- 
ation a e 6f the bene 
DO] CERT on 1% 330 8 bas. Gf 37 
In this light, therefore, Beliſarius is here re- 
"preſented ; in every other articular; Fhave' re- 
lied upon the faith of hiſtory, and Procopius has 
been my guide. But my attachment to his au- 
thority did not prevail with me to pay any ſort of 
regard to that defamatory Libel, which, under the 
title of ANR DO DES or SECRET Hisronv, has 
been attributed to him. On the contrary, it ap- 
: to me demonſtrable, that ſuch an indigeſted 
Mmaſs of ſcandal, falſhood, and detraction, could 
never be the work of ſo reputable an hiſtorian: 
the world, I am inclined to think; is indebted for 
that performance to the pen of ſome paltry de- 
claimer, whoſe honeſty and genius were much 
upon a level *. e TIEN 


ww 


An advocate of 8 has been ſuppoſed to be the Author, 
Fi ide Mem, de I Acad, des * S Belles Lettres, tem. xxi. 
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tion of the work, with notes and a pfefake, 


viii THE AUTHOR's 


Of all the hiſtorians, Bhs writ in the ſame 


period with Procopfus, of” who ſucctede bim 


during a ſpace of fiye hundred years, not ore Has 
made 1 mention of the Anecdotes. Agathias, who 
was a cotemporary writer, enumerates the com- 


poſitions of our author, but is totally ſilent in re- 


gard to the work in queſtion. Will it be urged, 
that it was preſerved in a clandeſtine manner? In 
the courſe of three hundred years from the original 
date, it might ſurely have been brought to licht, 
and publiſhed to nh world: the learned Photius 
would certainly have ktiown it, and yet it appears 
that he never heard of Te Suidas, a Writer of 
the cleventh century, is the firſt who imputes 
this deſpicable ſatire to Procopius: upon his au- 
thority the notion has been adopted, and with 
out ever bein 5 put to The teſt; it has paſſed cur 
rent among the learned &. Writers, however, 
are ſtill extant, by whom the authority of Suidas 
has been Called in queſtion + : and there are not 
wanting thofe, who, not Cort thefnſelves 
with doubting the fact, have "foundly denied the 


Secret Hiſtory to be the production of Procopius. 


Of this number was Eichelius, who gave an edi- 
Where 
his ſentiments may be ſeen at larg 85 He {ts ot 


with proving, that it is neither . nor probable 


that Procopius was the author; and, he adds, 
though he were, that a declamation ſo extravi- 


gant, ſo ſhameleſs and abſurd, would be intitled to 


no fort of credit, but carries with it an antidote 
to its own poiſon. The only difficulty that re- 


mains with me is, that the illuſtrious author of 


the Spirit of Laws has . a EY. M; 


7. 


* Voſhus, Grotius, Se. op 8 
+ Pere Combefils, La Mothe le vcd 8. e 
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to the forgery. I know the weight of fo reſpect- 
able an authority, but even his authority muſt 
eld to the force of evidence. Is it poſſible to 
believe, that a writer, who was a ſtateſman in 
his day, and enjoyed the eſteem of the age in 
which, he lived, would agree with himſelf, for the 
little gratification of traducing his benefactors, to 
leave behind him a work of defamation, which 
could not fail to blacken his own memory, by re- 
ducing after-ages to the neceſſity of conſidering 
him either as the author of a virulent libel, or a 
flatterer of the meaneſt ſervility? Can it be ſup- 
poſed that he, who had, in every other reſpect, 
maintained the dignity of a judicious hiſtorian, 
could of a ſudden be ſo loſt to all ſenſe and de- 
cency, as to deſire, upon his own bare aſſertion, 
that the character of a fupid blockhead, a com- 
pound oF ruſticity and fully à, ſhould be fixed upon 
the emperor Ju and 
man, who from obſcurity, from the loweſt ſta- 
tion in the army, raiſed himſelf by his valour and 
his talents to the higheſt rank ; obtained the 
joint ſuffrages of the ſenate, the army, and the 
people, in his favour, and roſe at laſt to the im- 
perial throne ? Is it credible that he, who com- 
poſęd the hiſtory of his own times in a ſtrain of 
candour, truth, and knowledge, could be capable 
of tranſmitting to us concerning Juſtinian, That 
he was ſlupid and ſluggiſh as an aſs, that he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be led by the noſe, and that he fre- 
quently pricked up his ears t. That he was not a 


 ® Inſignis homo floliditatis ſummd cum in fantid ſummaque cum 

ruſticitate cbj unctæ. 5 99 | 
Nan mire flolidus fuit, lento quam fimillimus aſino, capiſirs 

facile trabendus, cui & auris ſubinde agitarentur, | 


man, 


uſtin, that wiſe and virtuous old 
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%%% 
ther, before ſhe conceived Pim, had commerce with. 
a demon that was inviſible, but palpable "to the 
touch +; and, in fhort, that he et) ſuch a num 
ber of calamities upon the empire, as could not be 
equalled in the annals of all former ages + Could 
an author of reputation, who, in the ſtyle of ſober: 
hiſtory, had repreſented Beliſarius as an accom- 

pliſhed hero, adorned with triumph and with 
glory, deſcend fo. lowly from his- character as to 
call him at laſt, a man deſpiſed by the world, and 
pointed at for a fool © and this too in the me- 
ridian of that hero's fame, when he proved him- 
ſelf the guardian of the ſtate by the expulſion of, 

the Huns? - CCC 


— . 7 


* 


x 
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It is true, that in the original Greek, ſome; 
have pretended to trace the ſtyle of Procopius ; 
but did they diſcern his good ſenſe and manner of 
thinking! I will grant that he might be ſuſcep- 
tible of ingtatitude, and of ſpleen and malice to. 
his benefactors; but would the rancour of an 
able writer vent itſelf in boyiſh declamation? 
Would he think puerility, ſufficient to efface his 
former {train of panegyric, and to retract the 
facts upon which that panegyric was founded? 
It is not Iikely that Procopius, the hiſtorian, 


Quad vero non homo, ſed, ſub bu mand ſpecie furia fit Yufti-.. 
nianus documents efſe paſſunt ingontia quibus a fecit bemines ma'a > 
20 enim ex atrocitate facinorum Autoris virium immanitas 
patam fiat. * 0 8 n 
I Fo pravida anteguam eſſet, quandam gevii ſpeciem ad ſe 
 wentitaſſe, que non ad viſum, ſed ad contaflum ſe præberet, accu- 
baretque fibi & quaſi maritus fe conjugem inis t. ds 
| Is demum fuit Romanis tot tantarumqu? malorum Autor, quot 
& quanta audita ron ſunt ex mi ſuper iorum ttatum memoria. 
| Twnc enim verò contemni ab* omnibus & weluti demens ſub. 


would 
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would To trifle wirh poſterity; as to ſit down in a 
t of malevolence, to prove in form that Juſtinian 
and is miniſters were not men, but a ſet of evil 
demons; who flalked the earth in buman fhape, und 
heaped deſtruction upon mankind *, Of ſuch a 
degree of infatuation I ſhould be alinoft inclined 
to acquit him, though all his contemporaries 
were to depoſe - againſt him: moſt aſſuredly I 
mall do ſo now, when' there is no other'evi- 
dence but the Dictum of a ſingle man who lived 
five hundred years afterwards. _ | 


It is Procopius the hiſtorian, and not the ſup- 
poſed writer of ſcandalous memoirs, that I have 
followed: I have conſulted him in his genuine 
work, and from thence I have copied the cha- 
racer of my hero, his modeſty, his benevolence, 
His affability, the fimplicity of his manners, his 
beneficence, and, above all, that fund of hu- 
manity which was the baſis of his virtues, and 
made him the idol of the people. It was the 
delight,“ ſays my author +, . „of the citi- 
„nens of Byzantium, to behold Belifarius 
“ coming forth every morning to the Forum. 


Hi nunquam bomines (mibi) viſi ſunt ſed pernicioſi demones 
« » » + « Humanas induti formas, guaſi ſemi bomine: furiæ, fic uni- 
ver ſum terrarum orbem convul ſerunt. 5 2 

+ Erat igitur Biſantinis civibus voluptati Beliſarium intueri in 
For um guotidie prodeuntem. , . . Pu/chritudo huac magnitudoque 
corporis boneftabat, Humilem preterea je, benignumgue aded, atque 
aditu obviis quibuſque perfacilem exbibebat, ut infime ſortis viro 
p*r fimilis videretur. ... « +.» In ſuos præcipuè milites munijicentid cæ- 
reros anteibat. ... » . Ergaagricultores, agreſteſgue bominet, tant bic 
irdulgentia ac previdentia utebatur, ut Beliſario ductante exereitu, 
nullam bi vim patęrentur. Segetes inſuper dum in agris, matureſ- 
cerent, diligentius tuebatur, ne forte equorum greges bas devaſia- 
rent 3 fr #ge/que c&teras, invitis dominis, ſuos attingere probibebat. 
Proc, De ell, Goth, lib, ili. 
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. . » He was diſtinguiſhed by the ſize and 
the graceful proportions of his ſtature. TO 
the dignity of his perſon he added ſuch an 
air of meekneſs, benignity, and chearful 
demeanour to all who came in his way, 
that he might have paſſed for one of the ordi- 
nary rank of people. His munificence 
to his ſoldiers was unbounded... ... To the 
huſbandman and the labourer of the field he 
behaved with ſuch a tender concern, that while 
he commanded, they were ſure of ſuffering no 
kind of outrage from the army. His care, 
moreover, extended to all the fruits of the 
earth: he provided with ſolieitude that his 
troopers ſhould not trample down the corn 
growing up in the field: and to touch any part 
of. the farmer's ſtore, without leave from the 
owner, was made penal throughout his army.” 
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OW ARD 8 the cloſe of Juſtinian“s 
reign, when that emperor began to 
drop with age, the fate, exhauſted 


| by long and violent exertions, diſcovered every 


ſymptom of decay. The adminiſtration through 
all its departments was enfeebled ; the autho- 
rity of the laws was filent ; the public treaſure 
was abandoned to PL > AVALICE 3 and military 
diſcipline lay quite negle qed F. atigued by a 
conſtant ſeries of wars, the emperor was reduced 


to be a purchaſer of peace at the hands of his 


enemies; while the ſcanty remainder of his ar- 
mies languiſhed in a ſtate of indolence, as * 


grown uſeleſs, and a burthen to the govern- 


ment. The commanders of the inactive ſoldiery 
gave themſelves up to pleaſure and diſſipation; 
5 4 2 | the 
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the Serif? of the chace. Which ret lied to their 


minds a faint image of war, was their only ex- 
pedient to prevent the wearineſs of too deep a 
repoſe, and the languor of a liſtleſs condition. 

It happened, after the ſports of hunting were 
over, that a party was engaged at ſupper in a 
caſtle ſituated in the territories of Thrace, when 
word was brought that a blind old man, con- 
ducted by a child, implored the company for ſhel- 


ter and hoſpitality. Vouth is prone to compaſſion, 


and the old man was admitted. It was now the 
autumnal ſeaſon, and the cold, which began to be 
ſomewhat eager, had chilled the poor venerable 
ſtranger. They gave him a ſeat near the fire. 
The pleaſures of the table went on; convivial 
mirth diffuſed itſelf, and the misfortunes of the 


ſtate became at length the topic of converſation. | 
A wide held was opened for cenſure to expatiate 


in, and diſcontented vanity allowed itſelf every 
liberty of ſpeech. Each individual was laviſh in 


commendation of the exploits he had performed, 


and thoſe he would have performed, if his merit 
and his talents had not been neglected and de- 
preſſed. The calamities of the empire, accord- 


ing to them, could only be aſcribed to the egre- 


gious . blunder of not conhding the places of 


higheſt truſt to men of their ſtamp and charac- 
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ter, They governed the world over the bottle, ; 
and with every bumper the ſpirit of legillation 
grew more enlightened and deciſive. 


The old man at the corner of the fire liſtened 


to this club of politicians, and pity mingled 
with his ſmiles. One of the company perceiving 
it, Honeſt friend, ſays he, you ſeem to find ſome- 
thing pleaſant in our diſcourſe. —Pleaſant ! re- 
plied the aged gueſt ; pardon me, Sir, not very 
pleaſant, but light and airy, as may be expected 
at your time of life. "The whole room was aſto- 

niſhed at the anſwer. Your complaints you 

think well founded, continued the old man, and 
I agree with you, that you ought not to have 
fallen into neglect ; but that is a mere partial 
evil, not to be lamented. Lament rather that 
the empire has loſt all its ſtrength and dignity ; 


and that the prince, worn out with cares, and 
& bending under the weight of years, no longer 
now can ſee and judge for himſelf, but is ob- 
lged to act by the miniſtry of unfaithful ſer- 


vants. In ſo general a diſaſter, it is poor to 


think only of yourſelves. That was the fa- 
ſhion of your time, I. fancy, interpoſes one at 
the table; no body cared about himſelf in thoſe 
days! However, the mode is altered, and 
! every man for himſelf at preſent, So much the 

worſe, Nannen the old man; and if that be the 


B 2 = 
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caſe, you are properly requited ; negle& ought 
to be your portion. How ! ſaid the perſon to 
whom theſe words were addreſſed, do you en- 
croach upon our hoſpitality, in order to inſult! 
us? Far from it, anſwered the old man; I deal 
with you as a friend, and pay you with honeſt 
truth for the ſhelter you afford me. 
The young Tiberius, who ſince merited to 
be ranked among the virtuous emperors, hap- 
pened to be of the party. He was ſtruck with 
the vencrable air and ſnowy head of the blind! 
old gueſt. Addrefling himſelf to him, There is, 
ſaid he, a mark of wiſdom in your obſervation, | 
but it is mixed with a degree of ſpleen ; and this 
public ſpirit, which you require, is without} 
doubt a virtue, but by no means a duty. In 
your ſtation it is a duty, replied the good old} 
man, in a tone ſomewhat peremptory ; or, ſaid 
he, to expreſs it better, it is the baſis of your! 
duty, the foundation of every military vir- 
tue. Whoever dedicates himſelf to the ſervice! 
of his country, {ſhould conſider his country as| 
inſolvent, unable to requite his ſervices ; for, in 
fact, that which he devotes to the common! 
good is above all price. He ſhould, more- 
over, be prepared to meet with ingratitude from 
his country; for if the ſacrifices he makes docs 
not ſpring from generous motives, the part 
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no other alternative, 


FETISARIUS 
he acts is fooliſh and abſurd. | The only true 
principles of action are the love of glory, and 
the ardor, the enthuſiaſm of virtue. Actuated 


by theſe incentives, of what moment is it how 


our ſervices are received ? The recompence of. 
true virtue does not depend upon the caprice of a 
miniſter, or the difcernment of the prince. The 
common ſoldier, indeed, may be induced by the 
hopes of booty ; he may hazard his life for a 
pittance to maintain it. This I readily com- 
prehend ; but you, Sir, born to affluence, with 


| whom to live is to enjoy, when you relinquiſt, 


the ſofter ſcenes. of life to undergo fatigue and 
labour, oppoſing yourſelf voluntarily to various 
perils, can you derogate ſo far from the gene- 
rous act, as to deſire wages for it? It is depre- 
ciated by payment: who attends to the advan- 
tage of ſalary, is a mercenary ſlave; nor is the 
caſe altered by the quantity of reward; the man 
who appraiſes his talents, and converts them to 
profit, is to the full as venal as the ſoul that 
ſells itſelf for a piece of money. What I have 
faid of pecuniary recompence, I affirm alſo of the 
allurements of ambition : honours, titles, rank, 
and the favours of the ſovereign, what are they 
but wages? He who deſires them has his hire. 
We muſt either give or fell ourſelves : there is 
'The former is the act of 

B 3 free · 


6 BELISARIVUS, 
freedom, the latter of flavery : you, gentlemen, 
will incline to that which agrees beſt with the 
propenſities of your hearts. — At this rate, ho- 
neſt friend, ſaid the company, you place ſove- 
reigns in a very eaſy condition. Were my diſ- 
courſe addreſſed to ſovereigns, returned the blind 
ſtranger, I ſhould tell them, that, as it is your 
duty to obſerve a diſintereſted conduct, ſo it is 
theirs to be juſt and upright. —What, then, is 
it juſt, do you think, to give merit its due re- 
compence ?: — Moſt certainly it is; but he to 
whom ſervice is rendered, 1s to diſpenſe the re- 
ward; and if he omits to do it, it is his misfor- 
tune. But to go a little farther: which of us, 
in weighing our own merits, can be ſure of 
holding the balance with an even hand? To 
illuſtrate this, in your condition, for inſtance, 
in order that every body ſhould be dealt with to 
his ſatisfaction, it would be neceflary that each 

| ſhould command in chief, and then what be- 
comes of ſubordination | This, you ſee, is im- 
practicable, 'Let me then aſſume it as a truth, 
that government may incidentally want penetra- 
tion, and even equity; but till it will be more 
diſcerning and wiſe in its appointments, than if 
it were implicitly to take the recommendation 
each of you would give in favour of himſelf, — 
And who are you that talk to us in this ſtrain, 
ſays 


B E LIS ARI US. ay” 
fays the young maſter of the feaſt, with an ele- 
vation of voice? — Belifarius, replied the old 
F | | . 55 
The furprize occaſioned by this diſcovery 
need not be expreſſed: the aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion that ſeized their young minds at the 
name of Beliſarius, at the name of him who had 


ſo often conquered in three parts of the globe, 


will ſuggeſt themſelves to their imagination. 
The whole company remained motionleſs, and 
a deep filence marked the reſpect with which 
they were impreſſed. Reverential awe poſſeſſed 
them, and, forgetting that Beliſarius was blind, 
not one of them dared to lift his eyes. Tiberius 
at length broke ſilence: Thou venerable man, 
ſaid he, how unjuſt and cruel has fortune been 


5 to thee to thee, whom the whole empire, for 


thirty years together, felt the author of its glory, 
and its flouriſhing condition; till at length 
wicked malice framed a charge of treaſon and 
revolt! — Thou axt that hero, whom the perſe- 
cuting rage of envious men loaded with irons,: 
and barbarouſly deprived of the organs of fight! 
— And yet, thus baſely treated, you can ſtill 
perſevere to inculcate the principles of public 
ſpirit and diſintereſted love of country l- And 
from whom, ſays Beliſarius, would you expe 
to hear the leſſons of virtue? Are the ſlaves of 

| B 4 court- 


8 BELISARIUS. 
court- favour to be your moraliſts ?-Oh'! ſhame 
mdelibte | fays Tiberius, interrupting him; 
unparalleled ingratitude ! Poſterity will ſcarce 
believe the monſtrous ſtory ! —It muſt not be 
diſſembled, replied Beliſarius, that my enemies 
did take me unprovided; they ſurprized me a lit- 

tle: I never expected to be injured to that exceſs 
of outrage. I had, however, been familiar with _ 
the idea of dying in the ſervice of the empire; 
and whether dead or blind, the difference is in- 


conſiderable. Devoted to my country, I did not 


except my eyes. All that I hold dearer than 
my eyes or my life ſtill remains to me; the ho- 
nour of my character is inviolate, and, above 
all, the virtues of my heart are ſtill mine, un- 


15 conquered by my enemies. The actions of my 


life may indeed be effaced from the memory of a 
court; but the memory of mankind will be more 
retentive; and if it ſhould not, 1 have the con- 
RG remembrance, and that is ſufficient. 
The company now ſtruck with admiration 
ſolicited Belifarius to make one at the table, 
Excuſe me, gentlemen; ſays he, at my age the 
beſt place is the fire-ſide. Every civility was 
tendered to him, and he was much importuned 


to accept the beſt bed in the caſtle; he con- 


tented himſelf with a little ſtraw. I have often 
ſlept harder, ſays he : but this child, who guides 


B E LISARI Us. 9 


my ſteps, I recommend to your good « offices; he 
is more delicate-than I am. 

The next morning, as ſoon as there was light 
enough for his guide, Beliſarius departed, before 
his hoſts, fatigued with the ſport of the preced- 
ing day, were yet awake. Being informed when 
they roſe, that the hero had left the place, they 
propoſed to go in queſt of him, in order to pro- 
vide him with a carriage, and what other con- 
veniences he might want. No, ſays Tiberius, 
that will be labour in vain; Beliſarius has not 
conceived eſteem enough for us, to make Bp 
willing to receive an obligation. 

The young Tiberius had ſenſibility 5 re- 
flection; on his mind an exalted virtue in the 
very extreme of misfortune made the deepeſt im- 
preſſion. Never, ſays he to one of his friends 
who came to him from the emperor, never ſhall 
I forget laſt night's ſolemn. ſcene ! never ſhall 
the words of the venerable man be eraſed from 
my memory. Humiliating as he was, yet his 
leſſon has taught me what a taſk remains upon 
my hands, if I aſpire to the dignity of my na- 
ture; if I mean to be a man. An account of 
this incident reached the ear of JUSTINIAN, 
who deſired an interview with T1BERIUS. 

1 1BERIUS related the whole with accuracy to 
the emperor, and then continued he, It is im- 

B 5 poſſible, 


W  FELI$ARIVUS, 


poſſible, Sir, that ſo elevated a mind could de- 
ſcend to the baſeneſs of the conſpiracy laid to 


his charge I would engage my life that he is 


innocent, if a life like mine were worthy of be- 
ing ſurety for ſo illuſtrious a character. I will 
ſee him, and confer with him, replied JusT1- 
NIAN, without diſcloſing myſelf to him: in the 

condition of blindneſs, to which he is reduced, | 
this will not be impracticable. Since his re- 


. Teaſe from priſon, he cannot have removed him- 


ſelf to any conſiderable diſtance : purſue his 
ſteps, and intice him, if poſſible, to your coun- 


try-ſeat; thither I will come in private. This 


command of the emperor, Tiberius received with 


tranſport, and the next day 80 the road Be- 
| lifarius had . | 


CHAP. II. 


EzISARIUS, in the mean time, begging 
alms as he went, journeyed on towards an 
old ruinous caſtle, where his family expected 


him. He had given directions to his young 


guide, not to mention his name on the road ; but 
the dignified air of his countenance, and of his 
whole perſon, was ſufficient to intereſt every be- 
holder. Arriving that night at a village, his 


conduttes 


BELISARIUS, 11 
oonductor ſtopped at the door of an houſe which 
Had a ſimple but neat appearance. 

The owner was entering with a ſpade 3 in his 
hand: the mien and features of Beliſarius at- 
tracted his attention, and made him curious to 
know fo reſpectablę a vagrant. A poor invalid, 
ſays Beliſarius, an old decrepit ſoldier ! — A ſol- 
dier! exclaims the villager, and that honour is 
all your recompence ! — There is no help for it, 
replied Beliſarius; the. greateſt. misfortune of a 
ſovereign. is his inability to pay the price of all 
the blood ſpilt in his ſervice... The heart of the 
villager was touched by this anſwer, and Beli-- 
ſarius was invited to partake of his hoſpitality. 

I here introduce, ſays the. maſter of the houſe: 
to his wife, a gallant. brave veteran, who bears 
the ſeverities of his fate with fortitude of mind: 
then turning to Beliſarius, My honeſt gueſt, be 
not aſhamed of your condition in a family which. 
has been inured to misfortunes : fit. you down, 
we are going to ſupper; while we wait to have 
it laid upon the table, tell me, pray, what wars 
have yow ſerved in? In the wars of Italy, ſays: 
HBeliſarius, againſt the Goths; that in Aſia, a- 
gainſt the Perſians; and in Africa, _ the 
Vandals and the Moors. 

At theſe words, the villager ſtrove in vain to 
ſuppreſs a deep ſigh. At this rate then, continued 
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he, you made every campaign with Belifarius ? — : 


Yes, every campaign; we were never aſunder,— 


Indeed! that excellent man ! that equal com- 


poſure of mind ! that conſtant uprightneſs! 
that greatneſs of ſoul ! Is he {till living, pray? 
for in this ſolitude it is about five and twenty . 


years ſince I have heard what is doing in the 
world. — Yes, Beliſarius is {till alive. May Hea- 


ven guard and prolong his days ! — If he heard 
your wiſhes for him, your goodneſs would af- 
fect him tenderly. — Very like; and how do 
they ſay he fares at court? In great power, to 


be ſure ; adored by every body ! — Alas | envy 


is ever an attendant on proſperity. —Very true 


but the emperor ſhould be upon his guard againſt 


the enemies of ſo great a man, the tutelary ge- 
nius, the protector of the empire —He is far 
gone in years now. — But what'then ? he will 


be as great in council, as he was formerly in 


the field. His wiſdom, if he is attended to, 
may, perhaps, be of more extenſive uſe than 
even his valour.— And how, ſays Beliſarius, 
inwardly ſoftened, how was he known to you? 
Let us ſit down to table, anſwered the villa- 
ger : your queſtion would lead into a long de- 


tail. | 
Beliſarius now felt ſome ſecret hints that his 


Hoſt muſt be ſome officer who had formerly 


ſerved 


BELTBARIEUS: 13 
ſerved under him, and had reaſon to be contented - 
with his general. Daring ſupper, the latter was. 
inquiſitive' concerning the events of war in Italy. 
and the Eaſt, but was totally filent in regard to 
Africa. Beliſarius gratified his curioſity in a 
plain and ſimple ſtile. Let us drink, ſays the Nil- 
lager, at the concluſion of the repaſt, let us drink 
to the health of your general and may Heaven 
requite him with bleſſings for all the evil he 
heaped on me — He] replied Beliſarius, did he 
injure you? — He diſcharged his duty, and I. 
make no complaint. I have learned in the ſchool 
of adverſity to compaſſionate the diſtreſſes of 
mankind; and you ſhall know, my honeſt friend, 
how that leſſon was taught me. As you have 
ſerved in Africa, you muſt have ſeen the king of 
the Vandals, the unfortunate GILIMER, led by 

Belifarius in triumph to Conſtantinople, with 
his wife and children involved in his captivity. 
That very GIL IM RR has opened to you his hof- 
pitable door ! you have ſupped with him | — 
Thou Gilimer ! exclaimed Belifarius ; and. has 
not the emperor aſſigned you a better lot? — He 
had promiſed—Yes, he promiſed ; end, to do 
him juſtice, he kept his word. Dignities were 
offered to me, and even the rank of a patrician ; 
but I declined-the offer. To him who has been 
a king and has loſt his crown, the only reſource 
is 


75 abe and repoſe; ——- Thou GILIMER I' 
Les, I am hel that vanquiſhed prince, who, 
you may remember, was beſieged upon the 
mountain of Papua. There I ſuffered unheard- 
of hardſhips *: the inclemency of the winter-ſea— 
ſon, the neceſſities of famine, the miſerable aſ- 
peR of a whole people driven to the laſt deſpair, 
and ready to devour their very wives and chil- 
dren; the unremitting vigilance of that brave of- 
ficer PHARAs, who, even amidſt the operations: 
of the ſiege he carried, on,. never. ceaſed by his: 
remonſtrances to awaken my feelings both for 
myſelf and the miſeries of my people; all theſe 
_ circumſtances, together with the entire conh- 
dence I had in the uprightneſs of your general, 
prevailed upon me at length to lay down my 
| arms. With. what an air of ſober dignity did 
Hgheeliſarius receive me ! Every proper attention 
was paid to me by his direction. With what 
addreſs, with what reſpect did he ſtrive to ſoften 
my affliction! The ſpace of near ſix luſtres has 
elapſed ſince I have dwelt in this ſolitary retreat, 
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1 and not a day has paſſed without Og my. 
i i moſt fervent prayers for Beliſarius. 

| | | I perceive, ſaid Beliſarius, in this account of h 
1 yourſelf, the mild effects of that philoſophy, 


which, even on the mountain, where you endur- 


Vids Procop. de Bello Yandalice, lib. II. 
ed 


BELISARIUS. Se 
ed ſo much, could make you chant your cala- 
mities in ſong; which gave you, when you ap- 
peared before Belifarius, that ſerenity: of con- 
tempt; and on his day of triumph animated that 
look of magnanimity, which aſtoniſhed the em- 
peror Juſtinian. My good gueſt, replied Gili- 
mer, the ſtrength and the weakneſs of our minds 


depend entirely upon the light in which things 


appear to us. True conſtancy and fortitude firſt 
ſprung up in my heart, when I began to conſider 
the world as the ſport of fortune. Till then 


J had lived the maſt voluptuous of kings, diſ- 
ſolved in luxury, and ever entranced in the lap 


of pleaſure: on a ſudden I paſſed from my pa- 


lace, that ſeene of revelry and delight, to the 


cavern of the Moors “, where, pillowed upon 


ftraw, I lived on barley coarſely pounded and. 


half roaſted under the cinders. Nay, to ſuch: 
hardſhip was I reduced, that a loaf of bread,. 


| tent to me by the humanity of an enemy, was 


an ineſtimable preſent. From this ſituation I fell 
into Captivity, was loaded with irons, and walk 


ed in the conqueror's triumph. In extremities. 
| Uke theſe, you will agree with me, that the 


heart muſt break with grief, or riſe ſuperior to 
the eaprice of fortune. 


* Yandali namque omnium ſunt, guos ſciam, moliſſwi atque dedie 
cal iſimi; omnium verd miſerrimi Maurifii, Pxocor. ibi. 
Lo 


on 


16 BELISARIUS. 
Lou find in that compoſure of your ſoul, ſays 
| Belifarius, many reſources againſt calamity ; and 
I promiſe to ſuperadd a new motive of conſo- 
lation before we part. 


The converſation ended here, and each re- 
tired to reſt, 9 4 | 
| - Gilimer, at the dawn of day; inflead of be- 
1 | | | taking himſelf to the cultivation of his garden, 
1 made it his firſt care to enquire how his aged 
"nt | gueſt had paſſed the night. He found him al- 
ready up, with his ſtick in his hand, ready to 
1" ſet out on his journey. How! faid he, not give: 
i us a few days before you leave us That, re- 
| plied Belifarius, is not in my power: I have a 
* | wife and daughter inconfolable during my ab- 
We: ſence. Farewel! and hear without emotion 
"| what remains to be- told you: Blind and ſuper- 
| 1 | annuated as I am, BELIsARIUS will never for- 
1 get the reception you have given him. How! 
1 BELISAR1IUS I It is BRLIsARIUS who now em- 
il braces you !—Righteous Heaven! exclaims G1- 
LIMER, half wild with aſtoniſhment, BELISA- 
Rios blind, and abandoned in his old age 
Even ſo, replied BRL ISAR Ius, and to ſhew you 
the extreme of cruelty, before they turned him 
adrift to beg his way through the world, his 
enemies put out his eyes, —Amazement ! ſays 
Gilimer, in a tone of grief and horror; can it 


"of 


BELTS ARI IS: 17 
be poſſible ? Who were the monſters ! —Envi- 
ous men, replied BxL1sARIus; they impeached | 
me of deſigns upon the crown, when my thoughts 
were fixed upon my grave. They had credit 
enough to ruin me, and I was laid in irons, 
The people at length clamoured loudly for my 
enlargement ;- it was in vain to tefiſt the po- 
pular outery; but in reſtoring me to liberty 
they deprived: me of my fight. Jus IxTLAN too 
ordained it; there the wound ſtruck deepeſt ! 
You ean witneſs with what zeal, with what af- 
feQion I ſerved him. Even now I love him, and 
grieve that he is ſurrounded” by wicked men, 
who cloud and blacken the evening of his days. 
When I heard that he himſelf pronounced the 
definitive ſentence, 1 own my conſtancy failed 
me; the very executioflers relented into pity, 
ys fell proftrate at my feet, Now all is over; 
and, thanks be to Heaven, J have but a little 
time to crawl about, blind and wretched, —— 


Paſs that time with me, fays GILIMER ; here, 


under my roof, cloſe an illuſtrious life. Tt, | 
returned Beliſarius, would have ſomething ſooth- 
ing in it; but I muſt give myſelf to my fa- 
mily, and I now 80 to en in their arms, 
Farewel ! 

Gilimer embraced bim, bathed bim with his 
tears, and could hardly quit'his hold, At length 
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18 BE LTS. AR EUS. 

he let him go with a parting pang, and ſtrain- 
ing his eyes after him, O proſperity ! ſays he, 
thou cheat proſperity ! who can confide in thee ? 
The warlike hero, the great, the good Beliſa- 
rius Now indecd he may think himſelf hap- 
py who digs his garden. With theſe words the 
king of the Vandals reſumed his ſpade. 


CHAP. II. 


Lis AR Ius was now near the aſylum of his 
family, who expected him with impa- 
tience, when a new incident made him fear that 


he ſhould never reach it. The inhabitants upon 


the borders of the empire were perpetually mak 


ing incurſions into Thrace. A party of Bul- 
garians had invaded the confines, juſt as a ru- 
mour was ſpread abroad, that  BeL1sAR1us, 


deprived of his eye-ſight, was diſcharged from 
priſon, and was begging his way to his exiled 
family, The idea of attaching to himſelf ſo con- 
ſiderable a man, ſoon ſtruck the prince of Bulga- 
ria, who little doubted but BELISARIUS would 
embrace the moſt rapid means of revenge, The 
road he had taken was known, and orders were 
accordingly iſſued for a diligent purſuit. To- 
wards the cloſe of day BELISARIUS was over- 
taken: force was not to be reſiſted ; he was 

3 obliged | 


BELIS ARIUS. 19 
obliged to mount a ſuperb horſe brought for the : 
purpoſe. Two Bulgarians conducted him, and 
the hero's guide was obliged to mount behind 
one of them. You may truſt to us, ſaid the Bul- 
garians; the prince our maſter honours your vir- 
tues and compaſſionates your misfortunes. BE- 
LISARIUS interrogating what their prince wanted 
with him ? He means, replied the Barbarians, 
to ſate your vengeance with the blood of your 


enemies. Alas! ſays the old general, let him 


leave me unrevenged ; his- pity is ſuperfluous 
and cruel. I only aſk to die in the arms of my 
family, and you tear me from them. Whither, 


would you lead me? I am harraſſed with fatigue, 


and reſt is neceſſary to me. Reſt you ſhall have, 
anſwered the Bulgarians, and to your entire ſa- 


tisfaction, if the maſter of the neighbouring caſ- | 


tle ſhould chance not to be upon his guard, or 


in caſe he does not prove armed with too . 


a force. 

This caſtle was in the occupation of an old 
courtier whoſe name was Bes8Us. He had com- 
manded at Rome during a ſiege, and after be- 
ing guilty of the moſt horrible exaCtions, retired 
to this place with ten thouſand talents *, BR- 
LISARIUS had inſiſted that he ſhould be proſe- 
cuted with the utmoſt ſeverity of the law; but 


* About 250, oo0 . ſterling, 
thoſe 


- 


20 BELISARIUS: 


thoſe at court who do-not wiſh to have matters 
too cloſely inſpected, being all of his party, the 

enquiry was prevented, and Bxssus retired to en- 
Joy his crimes and his money in rural tranquillity. 
Two Bulgarians, who had been diſpatched to 
reconnoitre the place, reported to the chief, that 
in the caſtle all was pleaſure and rejoicing ; that 
the misfortune of BEerLisarius was the general 
talk; and that Bxssvs celebrated it by a day of 
tivity, as a puniſhment inflicted by Heaven, 
The abject wretch'! ſaid the Bulgarians, he ſhall 
not long have it in his power to triumph in the 

downfal of a great man like you, 
They arrived ſoon at the caſtle : Beſſus was at 
table ſurrounded by his ſyeophants, one of whom 
fung a ſong of adulation, and in his ſtanzas ſet 
forth the care of Heaven in the juſtification of 
his patron, by puniſhing the accuſer with the 
loſs of his ſight. What more manifeſt indication 
could there be ! Could innocence enjoy a more 
| ſplendid triumph! Beſſus applauded the flattering 
ſtrain, graciouſly obſerving, that Heaven is al- 
ways juſt, and that ſooner or later the wicked 
are brought to condign puniſhment. Beſſus was 
right in his obſervation ; for now the Bulga- 
_ Tians, ſword in hand, had taken poſſeſſion of 
the court-yard, and leaving Beliſarius to the care 
of a ow ſoldiers, made their way with hideous 
uproar 


VE LISASRNIVS a 
-uproar to the banqueting- room. Beſſus turned 
pale at the ſight; confuſion and terror fell upon 
him; his gueſts were thrown.into the utmoſt 
conſternation : without attempting a defence, 
they fell upon their knees and begged their lives. 

They were all inſtantly ſeized, and dragged forth 
to the place where BerLisarius was guarded, 
BEkssus by the light of the torches perceived on 
horſeback a blind old man; he immediately knew 
him, and beſeeched his mercy. The old gene- 
. ral, foftened with tenderneſs, conjured the Bul- 
garians to ſpare him and his. No, ſaid the 
chief, no mercy here for bad men! This was 
the ſignal for laughter, and Beſſus with all his 
comrades was put to death upon the ſpot. Then 
ordering all the domeſtics before him, the com- 
mander of the gang, who ſaw they expected the 
ſame fate, bid them be without fear, and attend 
him and his party at the table; for now, ſays he, 
we are your maſters. He proceeded to regale 
himſelf with his followers, and BELISARIUS was 
| RY. in the ſeat of Beſſus. 55 
. The viciſſitudes of fortune now engroſſed the 

thoughts of Belifarius, and this laſt incident 
ſorely grieved him. My friends, ſaid he to the 
Bulgarians, you diſtreſs me much by ſhedding 
the blood of my countrymen. Beflus, it is true, 
Was guilty of avarice and inbumanity: I have 
3 e BOON 
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ſeen him the author of a famine at Rome, and 
in the midſt of the public miſery ſelling out bread 
at a moſt exorbitant price, without any feeling 
for the poor, who were unable to buy the ne- 
ceſſaries of life. The juſtice of Heaven has over- 
taken him at laſt, and my only regret is that he 
-merited his fate : but yet this havoc, done in 


my name, is a ſtain to my honour. Either diſ- 
patch me, or promiſe that no outrage of this ſort 


ſhall happen again while I am amongſt you. 
The Bulgarians engaged to reſtrain themſelves 
for the future to ſelf-defence , but Beſſus' caſtle 
was plundered ; and the next day the invaders, 


loaded with booty, ſet forward with BeLIsAarIvus. 
As ſoon as they arrived at their prince's camp, 


the commander in chief, embracing Belifarius, 
exclaimed, in a tranſport of joy, Come, thou 


venerable man, and try whether we or your 
own countrymen are the Barbarians! Aban- 


doned by the ſtate you ferred, you ſhall find 


among us both friends, and revengers of your 
wrongs, With this he led him by the hand to his 
tent, there bad him repoſe himſelf, and gave or- 
ders that every thing ſhould favour his ſlumber. 


At night, after a ſumptuous repaſt, at which 
the name of Beliſarius was celebrated by all the 


Barbarian chiefs, the king withdrew with him | 


to a private conference. He began by obſerving, 
| that 
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that it was needleſs to remonſtrate the cruelty of 
the treatment he had met with, The. crime, 
continued he, is horrible ; the vengeance due 
to it ſhould be the ſame. Your tyrant, with all 
his accomplices, muſt be buried under the ruins 
of the Imperial throne and palace: his city ſhall 
be wrapt in flames, and its fragments heaped 
upon the emperor's head. Be thou, illuſtrious 
old man, be thou the guide of my armies ; in- 
ſtruct me how to conquer, and to expiate your 
injuries. They have not robbed you of the 
mind's eye; the light of wiſdom is ſtill yours. 
Teach me how to ruſh upon them by ſurprize ; 
to aſſault them within their ramparts. Let us 
exterminate their empire, and not leave a trace 
ol it on this fide of the ſeas. If the ſecond rank 
in our new dominion will not ſuffice you, divide 
with me the Imperial dignity ; I agree to it. Let 
the tyrant of Byzantium, before he dies be- 
neath repeated blows, behold you once more make 
your triumphant entry into his city. And 
would you have me, then, ſaid Beliſarius, after 
a pauſe, would you have me juſtify him for de- 
priving me of my ſight? It is a long time, Sir, 
ſince I declined the offer of crowns. Carthage 
and Italy invited my acceptance. I was then 
young, and in the ſeaſon of ambition; perſecu- 
| tion even then began to ſhew-herſelf, but J re- 
mained 
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mained inviolably faithful to my prince and my 


country. The duty which then bound me con- 


tinues unextinguiſhed; and nothing can induce 


me to renounce it. When I promiſed allegiance 


to the emperor, I hoped to find him juſt; and, 
if he proved otherwiſe, I made no reſervation of 


a tacit right to defend, much leſs - to revenge 


myſelf. Of. treaſon and revolt I am incapable; 
and, let me aſk, how would it ſerve you to brand 
me with perjury? What valuable ſervice can 
you expect from a blind old man, who has loſt 
the force and vigour. of. his mind ? The enter- 


prize you propoſe is much above my ability, per- 


haps above your own.. In the preſent relaxed 
ſtate of government, the emperor appears an 
eaſy conqueſt ; but he is only grown indolent ; 


and perhaps to rouſe him, from his languor, and 
.re-animate. his ſpirit, it were deſirable for him 


that an enterprize like yours ſhould be com- 


menced. That city, which you think ſo aſſail- 


able, is inhabited by a people trained to war: 


and then, what a ſet of men to lead them on! 


If the ſuperannuated Beliſarius may well nigh 
be numbered with the dead, yet Nagses. lives, 
and even NARSES has for competitors. MyNpus, 
HERMES, SALOMON, and many others of a war- 
like genius. If you will credit me, time alone, 
wn its imperceptible hang, pf lap the, foun- 
dations, 
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dations, and work the downfal of that great em 


pire. Vou may, indeed, commit a ravage, but 


khat is but the war of robbers ; your ambition 


will aſpire to an enterprize more worthy of you. 
Juſtinian deſires only to form alliances and con- 
federacies in friendſhip; let me add, there is not 
a king who would not be honoured by an alli- 
ance with him; and, ſir, it depends upon your- 
ſelf to No, interrupted the Bulgarian, I never 
will be the friend of Juſtinian; I will hold no 
alliance with the man who owes his all to you, 


and in return has blinded you for it. Will you 


reign in concert with me, the director of my 


councils, and the genius of my armies? That 

is the queſtion between us. My life, replied 
Heliſarius, is in your hands; but nothing can 
exempt me from the alle giance I owe my lawful 


ſovereign; even now, depreſſed as I am, had I 


the means vf ſerving him, though it were againſt 


yourſelf, he might ſtill be as ſure of me as in my 
day of proſperity.— An extraordinary ſort of 
virtue this! ſays the Bulgarian. —Woe to the 


people, replied Beliſarius, to whom it appears 
extraordinary! Don't you perceive that it is 
the foundation of good order in ſociety? No 


member of any community whatever ſhould ar- 
rogate to himſelf a right to be his own judge and 


his own avenger ; this is an obvious, a ſelf-evident 


S truth. 
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truth. The right of nature is transferred to 


the magiſtrate; and were it otherwiſe, there 
would be as many rebels as diſcontented ſpirits. 


Would you, who now court me to puniſh my 
maſter for injuſtice, would you give the ſame 


_ privilege to your own ſoldiers? —Would 1 give 


it? ſays the Bulgarian; they have it without my 


giving it; but fear reſtrains it within due bounds. 


—And with us, fir, virtue is the reſtraint, ſays 
Belifarius ; that is an advantage reſulting from 


the manners; from manners formed by civiliza- 


tion, the parent of ſocial happineſs ; and ſocial 


| happineſs, let me tell you, will never be rightly 
_ underſtood, where the inſtitutions of true po- 
Hey have not been received. I will go deeper 


into this ſubject, with the freedom of a man who 


| has nothing left to fear or hope. What ſort of 
ſubjects do you govern, fir? A race enured to 
Warfare; that is their beſt reſource and that 


very warfare to which they are trained baniſhes 
every idea of the right uſe of peace; inclines 
them to neglect the valuable riches of labour and 


 nduſftry ; to trample on the laws of natural juſ- 


tice, and ſeek a precarious good in ruin and de- 


ſtruction. If you will place before your eyes 


the conſequences that muſt attend your bound- 
leis ambition, you will perceive how neceſſarily 


it reſults, that, to lay waſte the territories of the 


empire, 


BELISARIUS 25 
empire, you mult leave your own without la- 
bourers, barren and uncultivated ; that in order 
to ſubſiſt one part of the human ſpecies, you 
muſt maſſacre another; and that your own ſub- 
jects muſt fatten with their blood the very land 
which they cover with deſolation. And will not, 
ſaid the king, the influence of war be the ſame 
upon the ſubjects of the empire? By no means, 
replied Beliſarius; and moreover the object of 
our arms is very different. The end aimed at 
by our wars is public tranquillity, that we may 
enjoy the fruits of peace as the purchaſe of our 
victories. Generoſity, ſays the Bulgarian, is 
eaſily extended where we have the ſuperior force. 
Let us break off the conference. You are ſtil! 
illuſtrious in miſery, and I honour your unſhaken 
fidelity ; it deſerved a better recompence. Re- 
poſe yourſelf for this night in my own tent : you 
ſhall be lodged near our perſon. To-morrow 
it ſhall depend upon yourſelf to dire& your 
guides which way you will be conducted. To 
the place where they ſeized me, ſaid Beliſarius; 
and then retired to the comforts of a pure and 
tranquil ſleep. 5 | 

The next day the king of Bulgaria took leave 
of the good old general, and fain would have 
loaded him with preſents. They are, ſays Beli- 
farius, the ſpoils of my country, and you would 

C 2 | biuſh 
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bluſh for me, if I ſuffered myſelf to be ſo en- 
riched. Some neceſſary food for himſelf and his 
guide was all he could be induced to accept; and 
the ſame party that laid violent hands upon him, 


eſcorted him to the place from whence he had 


been carried to the —— camp. 


CHAP. IV. 


E E 3 was now at the diſtance of 
twelve miles from the retreat of his fa- 
ay" but being exhauſted by a fatiguing jour- 
ney, he enquired of his guide whether there was 
not ſome village in fight where he might reſt his 
wearied limbs. There is one, ſaid his young 


conductor, but it is a conſiderable way off. Let 


theſe guards convey you to it. —No, replied BE- 
LISARIUS, I ſhould expoſe the place to the pil- 
lage of theſe rovers. He now took leave of 


his convoy. 


Arriving at the vue the cry that fruck 
his ear was, There he is; that's he; it is the very 
man. What may this mean? It is an whole 
family, ſaid the guide, making towards you 


with great eagerneſs. By this time an old man 


came forward from the crowd. Worthy gentle- 
man, ſaid he, may we crave to know who you 
are! You plainly ſee, replied Beliſarius, that I 

| | | am 
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am a poor indigent wretch, and not a gentleman. 
An indigent wretch ! exclaimed the peaſant; 
that is what occaſions our curioſity ; for we have 
a report here, that, wretched as you ſeem, you 

are Beliſarius.— Lower your voice, my honeſt 
friend, replied the general; and if my misfor- 
tunes touch you, afford me a ſhelter under your 
roof. Theſe words were ſcarcely uttered, when 
he felt the villager embracing his knees: he 
raiſed the honeſt countryman, and went with 


him into an humble cot. 


Fall down, my children, ſaid the villages to 


his ſon and two daughters, fall down at the feet 


of this illuſtrious hero: it was he protected us 
from the ravage of the Huns ; but for him our 
little habitation had been reduced to aſhes ; but 


for him, my children, your father would have 


been butchered | before your eyes, your little 
babes would have been torn from you, and hur- 
ried into captivity; but for him, you never 
would have raiſed your heads again; you are 
indebted to him for life, and all that can be 


dearer than life, Venerate him the more for 


his preſent condition, reſpect his misfortunes, 


and weep over your unhappy country. 


Beliſarius, diſſolving inwardly with tenderneſs 
at the grateful ſentiments of this little family, 


and overpowered by their bleſſings on his head, 
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could only anſwer them with the dumb elo- 
quence of his embraces. Condeſcend, illuſtri- 
ous hero, ſaid the two women, to receive to 
your arms theſe two little innocents, who have 
found in you a ſecond father. We ſhall never 
ceaſe to awaken in their memories a due ſenſe of 
-the honour they will now receive by ſaluting 
their great deliverer, and being careſſed in his 
embrace. Each mother preſented her own child, 
and placed him on the general's knees, The 
little infants ſmiled with young aſtoniſhment, 
and raiſing their arms ſeemed to offer up their 
thanks. And can you now, ſaid Belifarius, 
think me an object of compaſſion? Does there 
at this moment breathe a man more ſincerely 
happy than myſelf? But tell me, how has it 
happened that you had any knowledge of me ?— 
A young nobleman, replied the villager, paſſed 
through this place yeſterday, and enquired if we 
had not ſeen a blind old man go by ; you anſwer 
the deſcription he gave us, We aſſured him we 
had ſeen no ſuch perſon ; he then charged us to 
keep a good look-out, and let you know, that a 
friend expects you at the place to which you are 
going. He faid you were in want of evefy thing, 
and requeſted us to pay you all the attention in 
our power : he even promiſed to-requite us for 
it. Alas! we told him that we were all vari- 

ouſly 
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Gay employed; ſome in the labours of the field, 

others in domeſtic cares, and had but little lei- 
ſure to gape after travellers as they paſs by. 

Then quit your employments, ſaid the young 

lord, and omit every thing rather than the acts 
of benevolence the good old man is entitled to: 

he is your protector, your deliverer; it is Beli- 
ſarius whom I recommend to your diligence; 
and then he opened to us the whole ſtory of your 
ſufferings. At the ſound of a name ſo beloved 
and honoured, imagine to yourſelf the agitation 
of our hearts. My ſon watched all night long 
for his general, for he had the honour to fight 
under your banners, when you expelled the in- 
vaders of Thrace; and my daughters at the 


_ dawn of day were at the threſhold of the door, 


and there continued ſtraining their eyes with ea- 
ger expectation. At length we have found you ; 
command as you pleaſe, every thing we have is 
yours: the nobleman who deſires to ſee you has 
more in his power to give; but give what he 
may, he will not do it with a better heart than 


we offer our little all. 


While thus the father diſcourſes, the aw in 
a fixed attitude before the hero, viewed him with. 
a penſive air, his hands claſped in each other; 
conſternation, pity; and reſpect riſing by turns, 
and diffuſing themſelves over his countenance. 
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My good friend, ſays Beliſarius to the old 
villager, I thank you for theſe marks of your 
goodneſs. I have wherewithal to ſupport me 
on my way to my laſt retreat : but pray inform 


me, 18 your happineſs equal to your benevo- | 


lence? Your ſon, you fay, carried arms under 


my conduct. I feel myſelf intereſted about him; 


is he prudent, careful, and induſtrious? Does 


he prove a good huſband and a good father ? — 
He is, replied the old man, all my joy and com- 
bort ; he quitted the army upon the death of his 


elder brother; but he quitted it ſeamed with 


honourable ſcars; he relieves me from labour, 
the prop of my old age! He has for his wife the 
daughter of my friend, and Heaven has ſmiled 


upon their union. He is of a fanguine lively 


temper; ſhe is of a mild and amiable diſpoſition. 


My daughter, who ſtands there, is alſo happily 


ſettled. I gave her in marriage to a young man 
of good morals, and they live in mutual affec- 


tion: every thing goes on to my heart's content, 


and they have raiſed grand- children to me, in 


whom [I fancy I am renewing my youth. In the 
hopes that they will cheriſh my memory, and 
bleſs me when I am gone, I draw towards my 
grave with leſs regret. —Alas ! my good friend, 


ſaid Belifarius, you excite my envy ! I had two 


ſons, my beſt, my darling hope | I ſaw them 
; | both 


. 
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both expire at my fide ; an only daughter is all 
that is leſt me in my age, and ſhe, alas! has too 
much ſenſibility for my condition and her on. 
But, thanks be to Heaven, my two boys died 
fighting for their country |—At theſe words, 
the young man, who had been earneſtly liſten- 
ing to all that paſſed, felt his heart touched 
to the very quick. 

The ſupper, conſiſting of plain country fare, 
was ſerved up: but Beliſarius, by his lively re- 
preſentations of the happineſs that dwells with 


obſcurity, gave it the value of the moſt ſump- 


tuous repaſt. Calm and retired tranquillity, ſays 


he, is the happieſt ſtate of man; and yet, ſo lit- 
_ tle are the ſolid bleflings of life underſtood, it is 


a ſtate which is never envied!!  _ 
The young man of the houſe. continued filent 
during the whole time of ſupper, with his eyes 


fixed on Beliſarius; he was loſt in contempla- 


tion; his inward workings grew ſtronger as he 


pena ;. his countenance every moment ſettled 


into a deeper gloom, looked more intenſe with 
reflection, and fiercer with the various meanings 
that ſucceeded each other. Here is my ſon, ſaid 


the good old villager, recalling to his imagina- 


tion all your battles; he peruſes you with an 


ardent eye—He finds it difficult, replied Beli- 


ſarius, to recollect his general.— The enemies 
A ol. 


of my general, ſaid the young man, have de- 
faced him enough to make it difficult to know 
him; but he is too near the heart, of his ſoldiers 
to be ever forgot by them. 

When Beliſarius took leave of this worthy fa- 
mily, I ſhould be glad, fays this young man, if 
my general will permit me to attend him a little 
part of the way. Being together on the road, I 
could wiſh, faid he again, that you would order 
your guide to walk on before us; for I have 
ſomething for your private ear. The condition, 
fir, to which they have reduced you fills me 
with indignation. They have left you a terrible 
example of ingratitude, and the baſeſt perhdy ; 
it makes me even look with horror on my coun- 
try; and as I formerly dared boldly in her ſer- 
vice, fo I now bluſh for every drop of blood I 
ſpilt in her cauſe, The place of my nativity is 
grow deteſtable to me, and I look with pity on 
the children whom I have brought into this bad 
world Hold! hold, young man! ſays Beliſa- 
rius; where is the country in which honeſt men 
do not fall the victims of malignity and fraud! 
But this, returned the young ſoldier, this is 
| without a precedent. *'I here is a peculiarity in 
your fate that exceeds all imagination. Who 
was the author of it? I have a wife and chil- 
dren ; them I will recommend to their grand- 
father . 
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father and the Supreme Being, and nothing 
ſhall retard me from ſetting out directly to tear 
out the villain's heart who barbarouſly —— Alas 
thou generous youth, ſaid Beliſarius, claſping 
him in his arms, this exceſs of pity kindles to 
enthuſtaſm. Can I conſent that a brave young 
man ſhall be the perpetrator of an inſidious deed ? 
that a ſoldier ſhould become an aſſaſſin? that a 
virtuous ſon, a tender huſband, and an affec- 
tionate father, ſhall be the ſlave of guilt and in- 
famy ? It were to make me deſerve all their ma- 
lice has inflicted on me. Reflect a little; you 
have relinquiſhed the juſt defence of your coun- 
try to ſolace your aged father, and rear up your 
tender infants ; and will you now for a ſuperan- 
nuated wretch like me, with an extravagant 
zeal, deſert that very father and your helpleſs 
babes ? Tell me, ſhould you drench your hands 
in the blood of my enemies, will that recal my 
youthful vigour ; will it reſtore my loft organs 
to me ? When you have made yourſelf crimi- 
nal, ſhall I be the leſs miſerable ?--No, replied 
the young man, but the bloody cataſtrophe of a 
villain will ſtrike every guilty mind with horror; 
to make him a terrible example to the world, I 
will ſeize the monſter at the foot of the throne or 
even of the altar, and glutting my poniard in his 
heart, will thunder in his ear, “ Beliſarius ſtrikes 

C'6 the 
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the blow.” — And by what title, ſays Beliſarius 
in a deciſive tone, do you mean to execute my 
revenge ? Have I transferred a right to you, 
which I do not poſſeſs myſelf ? or do you mean 
to aſſume that right in defiance of every law ? — 
Let law be truly adminiſtered, ſaid the young 
man, and the ſubject will depend upon the juſ- 
tice of his country; ; but ſince it is perverted, 
ſince it gives no protection to innocence and vir- 
tue, but connives at vice, and acts in colluſion 
with the guilty, it is time to abjure civil ſociety, 
and reſort to the primitive laws of natural juſ- 
tice, My worthy good friend, replied Beliſa- 
rius, that is the reaſoning of ruffians, of every 
lawleſs banditti ! To ſee the laws warped to 
evil purpoſes is indeed grievous to a juſt and ho- 
neſt mind; but the caſe would be ſtill more grie- 
vous, if they were to ſuffer open violation. En- 
feebled laws are moſt certainly an evil, but a 
tranſitory evil; their total overthrow would be 
a laſting calamity. You would ſtrike guilt with 
| terror, and yet you are going to encourage it by 
; your example. My calamities, thou worthy 
; youth, have inſpired you with noble ſentiments ; 
| would you debaſe thoſe ſentiments by an atro- 
cious deed ? Shall the tender ſenſations of the 
heart be turned to horror? I conjure you, in 
the name of that virtue which you love, diſho- 
Nour 
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nour it not by fatal raſhneſs. Let it never be 
ſaid that virtue has guided the hand of an 
aſſaſſin. 

If their cruelty, ſaid the young. foldier, had 
ſpent its rage on me, I could perhaps arm my- 
ſelf with fortitude to bear the worſt; but when 
a man renowned, when Belifarius — Na, I will 
never forgive it. But I forgive it, replied Beli- 
farius; nothing but my intereſt in this buſineſs 
can noe your fury ; and if I renounce my 


_ own reſentments, will you go farther than I am 


willing to do ? Let me tell you, that if I were 
inclined to expiate my wrongs by the blood of 
my enemies, whole nations are ready to arm 


| themſelves in my cauſe ; but I am reſigned to my 


fate; imitate my example, allow me to be a 
judge of what is right and honourable ; and if 
you find within your breaſt a ſpirit to encounter 
death, reſerve that ſpirit for the glorious occaſion 
of ſerving your country and your prince. 

The ardor of the young ſoldier ſubſided at 
theſe words into wonder and admiration. For- 
give me, general, ſaid he, forgive the vehemence 


which I now bluſh to own: the outrage of your 


fortune drove me to exceſs ; while you condemn 
my zeal, excuſe it alſo. —I do more, ſaid Beli- 


ſarius, I eſteem it; it is the emotion, the tranſ- 


port of a generous mind, but Jet me now direct 
hs its 
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it. Your family will have need of you, live for 
them; and let your children imbibe from you an 
averſion to the enemies of Beliſarius. Name 
them, ſaid the young ſoldier with impatience, 
and I promiſe you my children ſhall grow up 
from the cradle in mortal hatred of them. My 
enemies, replied Belifarius, are the Scythians, 
the Huns, the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, the 
Perſians, and all the enemies of my country.— 
Thou miracle of virtue! ſaid the young villa- 
ger, proſtrating himſelf at the feet of the hero. 
Beliſarius embraced him, and taking his leave, 
There are, ſaid he, in this mixed ſtate inevit- 
able evils; all that a juſt man can do is not to de- 
ſerve the portion that may be his lot. If, here- 
after, the abuſe of power, the perverſion of laws, 
and the proſperity of bad men, ſhould move your 
indignation, think of Beliſarius. Farewel! 


CHAP. V. 
AE philoſophic ſoul of Beliſarius was 


now upon the point of encountering a 
trial ſtill more ſevere than any he had yet met 
with; but it will in this place be proper to re- 
late what happened when the hero was firſt 
| ſeized, and hurried away to priſon. 

On the night when he was loaded with fet- 
ters, and like a Rate-criminal thrown into jail, 
amazement, 
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amazement, grief, and conſternation filled his 


palace. The alarm which ſeized his wife AN- 


TONINA, and EupoxA his only daughter, gave a 
picture of deſpair and agony in their moſt firik- _ 
ing colours. At length ANTonina recovering 
from her fright, and calling to mind the favours 
which the empreſs had laviſhed on her, began to 
flatter herſelf that her apprehenſions were ground- 
leſs ; ſhe condemned, with ſelf-reproach, the 
weakneſs fhe had betrayed. Admitted to an in- 
timacy and dearneſs with THEODORA, the com- 
panion and ſharer of all her ſocial pleaſures, ſhe 
depended upon ſupport from that quarter, or at 
leaſt ſhe - believed that THEODORA was her 


friend. In this perſuaſion ſhe attended the le- 


vee of the empreſs, and falling on her knees in, 
the face of the whole court; Madam, faid ſhe, 
if to have defended and faved the empire on va- 


rious occaſions has been the diſtinguiſhed lot of 


BEerrsAR1vs, that the guilt now imputed to him. 
may be examined in open day-light, and that his 
accufers may confront him at the tribunal of the 
emperor, is all the recompence he aſks for his 


_ generous patriot labours: a free trial, and the op- 


portunity of confounding his enemies, is the 
only favour he ezn with honour accept. THEO 
DORA made her a ſign to riſe, and with a look 
of frigid indifference anſwered ; If Belifarius is 

; | innocent, 
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innocent, he has nothing to fear ; if the charge 
be true, he is no ſtranger to the clemency of his 
maſter, and he knows the ſoft acceſſes to his 
heart. You may withdraw, madam, in full 
confidence that I regard you; I ſhall not eaſily 
forget that I have: diſtinguiſhed you by my fa- 
vours. This cold reception, and. the abrupt 
manner of the concluſion, quite overpowered 
AN rTONINA; ſhe retired pale and trembling, and 
of all the beholders not one dared to lift an eye 
towards her, BARSAMES, whom ſhe met, would 
have paſſed, her by unnoticed, if ſhe had not ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to him: BARSAMES was the mi- 
niſter of the treaſury, and the favourite of THEO- 
DORA.. She entreated him to inform her what 
was the crime laid to the charge of Beliſarius. 
J inform you, madam ! fays Barſames ; I am to- 
tally in the dark; a. ftranger to this affair; I 
have nothing in my power; I know nothing, 
nor do I interfere in any, thing but the. duty of 
my department ; if every body followed the ſame 
rule, the peace. of tha World would be leſs diſ- 
turbed., 

Ah ! fays Antonina, the cos, I ſee, is deeply 
laid, and Beliſarius is undone. A little farther 
on ſhe met a man who owed his all to her, and 
who, on the preceding day, was entirely devot- 
ed to her ſervice, She made an attempt to ex- 


poſtulate. 
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poſtulate and canvas the affair with him; but 
without deigning to hear her, I know your mis- 
fortunes, ſaid he, and I am ſorely mortiſied; 
but I muſt beg your pardon, I have a buſineſs 
to ſolicit, and there is not a moment to be loſt : 
I muſt leave you, madam, but be aſſured, that 


nobody is more zealouſly attached to you. Anto- 


nina went in queſt of her daughter, and in an 
hour's time ſhe received directions to depart the 
city. The old caſtle already mentioned was 
aſſigned for the place of her exile. 

The very ſight of this caſtle, ſolitary and in 
ruin, filled the heart of Antonina with conſterna- 
tion; here ſhe conſidered herſelf as buried; and a 
fit of illneſs ſeized her ſoon after her arrival. The 


tender Eupoxa, diſtracted by the idea of a fa- 


ther impeached, loaded with irons, and given up 
a prey to his enemies; diſtracted farther at the 


ſight of a mother ready to break her heart with 


anguiſh ; underwent the ſevereſt agonies of mind. 
All her days, her beſt, her youthful days, were 
conſumed in offices of tenderneſs to her afflifted 
mother ; each night ſhe was bathed in tears, and 
in that ſuſpence of pain, when weary nature ſinks 
down to reſt, her ſlumbers were ever troubled 
with the moſt horrid dreams. The image of her 
father plunged into a dungeon's gloom, and bend- 
ing under the weight of galling chains, was eves 
preſent. 
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preſent to her; and her apprehenſions for her 
mother encreafed the terrors of the viſionary ſcene. | 
Antonina had been converſant in courts, and 
the thorough knowledge ſhe had of them, for 
ever painted to her fancy the rage of perſecution 
let looſe againſt her huſband. What a triumph, 
faid ſhe, for thoſe malignant ſpirits, who for a 
ſeries of years have thought themſelves depreſſed 
by the virtues of a great and virtuous man! How 
will they now exult in his downfal ! I fee before 
me the ghaſtly ſmile of malice ; the myſterious 
air of calumny, that affects to conceal what it 
knows, and would appear tender of the man 
whom it is ready to ſtab, Deteſted flatterers ! 
ye fawning ſycophants | I fee ye all, and J hear 
your cruel inſults in our misfortunes. Oh, my 
daughter ! in your diſtreſs you may at leaſt enjoy 
the conſolation that you have nothing to reproach 
yourſelf ! as to me, I have more reaſon to bluſh 
for my former felicities than my preſent calami- 
ties. The ſage advice, and all the prudent leſ- 

ſons, your father uſed to give me, were little heed- 
ed by me; they were too importunate ; in vain 
he counſelled me to ſhun the baits of pleaſure 
and of courts, to think my trueſt dignity con- 
ſiſted in ſimplicity of manners, that the ſin- 
cereſt happineſs was to be found in domeſtic en- 
joyment, and that it ſhould be the triumph of 


m7 
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my ſex to bid adieu to vanities that would vaniſh 


like a dream, or end in ſhame. His remon- + 
ſtrances appeared to me to be the overflowings of 


ſpleen, and I complained of his ſullen humour to 
his very enemies. What giddy inattention was 
mine! and now what a ſad reverſe ! The burſt- 


ing of the ſtorm awakened me to reflection; 
J never ſaw the abyſs till I was tumbling into it, 
If you knew, my child, the cold averted air with 


which the empreſs diſmiſſed me ! even ſhe to 
whom my ſoul was enſlaved l whoſe every whim 


was the rule of my actions, the inclination of 
my heart! Oh! that court, which on the eve 
of our misfortunes ſmiled with a general com- 
placence on me ! the falſe, inſidious train! not 


one of them, when they ſaw me leaving it like an 


outcaſt, with eyes dejected and ſwoln with tears, 


not one of them would acknowledge me ! In 


courts, my child, misfortune has the qualities of 


a plague, and makes you ſhunned by all. 


Such were the reflections of this unfortunate 


woman, whoſe eyes were now opened to the fal- 


lacies of courts, though the affections of her 
heart were not yet alienated from them. She de- 
ſpiſed her former vanities, and yet loved them ſtill. 
An entire year paſſed away without any tidings 
of Beliſarius; a conſpiracy had been detected, 
the hero was charged with being the author of 
it, 
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it, and the voice of his enemies, which was call- 
ed the public voice, pronounced him guilty of 
the treaſon. The principal conſpirators had ſuf- 
fered death in determined filence, without the 
ſmalleſt intimation of their leader; upon this was 
founded prefumptive proof againſt Belifarius, 
and, for want of poſitive evidence, he was left to 
languiſh in a dungeon, in hopes that his death 
would ſuperſede the neceſſity of clear conviction, 
In the mean time, the old diſbanded ſoldiery, 
who now were mingled with the people, cla- 
moured for the enlargement of their general, and 
were ready to vouch for his innocence : a popu- 
lar inſurrection followed, univerſally menacing 


to force the priſon-doors, unleſs he was immedi- . 
ately ſet at liberty. This tumult enraged the em- 
feror. Theodora perceiving it, managed art- 


fully to ſeize the moment of ill- humour and paſ- 


ſion, knowing that then only he was capable of 


injuſtice. Well, ſaid ſhe, let him be given up 
to the populace after he is rendered unable to 
command them. The horrible advice prevailed: : 
it was the deciſive judgment againſt Beliſarius. 
When the people ſaw him come forth without 
an eye in his head, a general. burſt of rage and 
lamentation filled the city. Bclifarius appeaſed 
the tumult. My friends and. countrymen, faid 
he, your emperor has been impoſed upon; every 


man 
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man is liable to error: it is our buſineſs to re- 
gret Juſtinian's error, and to ſerye him ſtill : my 
innocence 1s now the only good they have left 


me; let me poſſeſs it ſtill. The revolt which 


you threaten cannot reſtore what I have loft, but 
it may deprive me of the only conſolation that 
remains in my breaſt. The ſwelling ſpirits of 
the populace ſubſided at theſe words into a per- 
fect calm; they offered him all they were worth: 
Beliſarius thanked them: All I will aſk, ſays 
he, is one of your boys, to guide my ſteps to the 
aſylum where my family expects me. 
The adventure with the Bulgarians carried 
Beliſarius out of his way, while Tiberius preſſed 
forward to the retreat of the exiled family. The 
rattling of a carriage in the court- yard of the 
caſtle gave a ſudden emotion of hope and joy to 
Antonina and her daughter Eudoxa : the latter 


ran forth in the ſtrongeſt agitations of mind; but 


alas ! inſtead of her father, diſappointed to ſee 
a youthful ſtranger, ſhe returned diſconſolate to 
her mother, and with a ſigh pronounced, It is 
not he EL et: 

Anſelmo, a faithful old ſervant of the family, 
appearing in the court-yard, Pray, honeſt friend, 
ſaid Tiberius, is not this the retreat of Beliſa- 
rius? His wife and daughter expect him here, 
ſaid the faithful Anſelmo, but their hopes have 

hitherto 
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hitherto proved abortive; would to ne I 
could ſuffer for him, ſo his were at liberty! —He 
is at liberty, replied Tiberius; he is on his jour- 
ney hither ; you will ſee him ſoon ; he ought to 
have been arrived before now. — Oh! walk in, 
walk in, and communicate. the news to his fa- 


mily ; I will ſhew you the way. Madam, ex- 


claimed Anſelmo, running eagerly towards An- 
tonina, I have news for you, madam ; rejoice 
and be of good heart, my maſter lives ; he is 
free, they have reſtored him to you; a gene- 
rous young man brings the happy tidings ; he 
thought to have found him here. At theſe week, 
Antonina ſummoned up all her ſpirits : Where 


is the generous ſtranger, the virtuous youth, 


Who intereſts himſelf in our afflictions? Shew 


him in; let me ſee him: Antonina uttered theſe 


words with a quick vehemence of joy. Our mi- 
ſeries are ended now, exclaimed Eudoxa, throw- 


ing herſelf upon her mother's bed, and folding 
her in her arms; my father lives, he is at li- 


berty, and we ſhall ſee him once more; let us, 


my deareſt mother, forget aur woes, Heaven has 


not deſerted us; we all ſhall ſtill be happy. 


And do you then recall me back to life, faid 


Antonina to Tiberius] has my huſband triumph- 
ed over his enemies at laſt ? Tiberius, inwardly 
aMicted that he had only a mockery of joy to 
2 offer, 


od a. 
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offer, calmly anſwered, that Beliſarius was in- 
deed alive; that he had ſeen him, had converſed 
with him, and that, imagining he had before 
now reached his home, he came to tender him 
the offices of friendſhip and good neighbourhood. 

Eudoxa, whoſe eyes were riveted to Tibe- 
rius, plainly ſaw the ſymptoms of infelt grief 
through the ſtruggles of the youth to ſuppreſs 
them. You bring with you, ſaid ſhe, the words 
of joy and comfort to the afflicted, and yet, 
amidſt the gladſome tidings, I mark an air of de- 
jection that ſpeaks ſome concealed affliction 
Does our miſery depreſs you then ? Give me 
back my father: let him return, and bring 
health with him to my unhappy mother, then 
you ſhall ſee whether riches are neceſſary to make 
. : 5 5 | 

In tender and pathetic ſcenes like theſe, the 
force of nature is ſo inſinuating, that Eudoxa 
had no need of other charms than the ſentiments 
ſhe uttered to melt and engage the heart of Tibe- 
rius. To the grace of her perſon he was inat- 
tentive ; he only ſaw an affectionate and virtu- 
ous daughter, whom a becoming firmneſs of 
mind, pious reſignation, and duty to a father, 
rendered ſuperior to calamity. Imagine not, 
ſaid he, that the ſentiments of humanity which 
I have ventured to expreſs, have any tincture of 

| pride 
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pride or inſulting pity. Whatever be the condi- 
tion to which Beliſarius and his family are re- 
duced, their misfortunes will ever be illuſtrious, 
and the object of envy ſtill. Why do you talk 
of misfortune, replied the-mother ? If they have 
reſtored my huſband to his liberty, they are con- 
vinced of his innocence ; he. muſt thereſare be 
eſtabliſhed in his former poſſeſſions. 
Madam, ſaid Tiberius, it would be to keep 
you in a cruel ſuſpence, in order to wound you 
deeper at laſt, if I were to cheriſh any ſoothing 
hopes in reſpect to his condition. To his popu- 
_ larity alone he is indebted for his freedom; the 
court has yielded to the dread of an inſurrection : 
but in complying with the demands of the peo- 
ple, they have ſent him forth as wretched as they 
could make him. 3 
No matter, ſays Eudoxa, with her amiable 
enſibility of heart ; if they do but leave us a 
little land to cultivate, we ſhall not be leſs happy 
than the honeſt country-folks whom I meet abroad 
in the fields. —Gracious Heaven! exclaimed Ti- 
berius, the daughter of Beliſarius humbled to this 
low ſituation ! This low fituation ! replied Eu- 
doxa it was not unworthy of the heroes of Rome, 
when Rome was free and virtuous. Beliſarius 
will not bluſh to be another Regulus ; my mo- 
ther and I have learned in exile domeſtic cares 
and 
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and the arts of ceconomy ; my honoured father 


all wear a coat ſpun by his daughter's hand. 
Tears guſhed down the cheeks of Tiberius, 
as he marked the pure heartfelt joy that warmed 


and animated the whole frame of the lovely Eu- 


doxa. Alas! faid he within himſelf, what a 


piteous ſtroke will preſently awaken her from 
this illuſion ! With eyes bent downward to the 


ground, he Rood before her, immoveable in 
torrow and ſilence. 
AP. . 
EL1SARIUS was now entering the court- 
yard of the caſtle, Honeſt Anſelmo faw 
him: he recollected his maſter ; tranſported 
with joy, he preſſed eagerly forward to ſhew him 


in; but ſoon perceiving that he was blind, Oh 


Heaven! faid Anſelmo ; Oh, my maſter ; have 
I lived to this? Theſe words, broken and inter- 
nixed with frequent ſobbings, gave Belifarius to 
underſtand that it was his old faithful ſervant 
Anſelmo. The poor fellow proſtrated himſelf 


at the hero's feet, and embraced his knees. Be- 


!iGarius raiſed him from the ground; and having 
 aftuaged his grief by exhortations, bid him lead 

the way to his wife and daughter. 
At the fight, Eudoxa gave a ſcream and 
ſwooned away, Antonina, who was ill of a flow 
D conſuming 
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conſuming fever, was ſeized with the moſt tran- 
tic violence: in a ſudden fury the ſtarted from 
her bed, and breaking from the hold of Tiberius 
and the woman that nurſed her, made an effort 
to daſh herſelf againſt the floor. Eudoxa re- 
turning to her ſenſes, and animated by the 
ſhrieks of her mother, flew to her aſſiſtance: 
ſhe caught her in her arms, and. implored } her to 
forbear out of compaſſion to her daughter. Oh, 
let me, let me die, replied the diſtracted mother; 
if I muſt live, I will live to revenge his wrongs, 
and to tear piecemeal the hearts of his barbarous 
enemies. The monſters of iniquity ! is that-his . 
recompence ? But for him they, would all long 
ago have been buried in the ruins of their palaces: 
he has prolonged their tyranny, that is his crime 
for that he ſuffers ; for that he has made atone- 
ment to the people. Barbarity unheard of! de- 
teſted treachery ! the pillar of the ſtate! their 
deliverer ! Execrable court! a ſet of blood- 
hounds met in council! Juſt Heaven, are theſe 
your ways? behold | innocence is oppreſſed, 
and you look tamely on ! Behold ! the factors 
of deſtruction triumph. in their guilt ! _ | 
Amidſt this agony of grief, ſhe ſcattered her 
hair about the room in fragments, and with her 
" own hands defaced her features: now with 
open arms ſhe ruſhed upon her lord, and claſp- 
ms 
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ing bim to her heart, poured forth her tears, as 
if ſhe would drown him with her ſorrows; then 
abruptly turning to her daughter, Die, thou 
wretch! ſhe ſaid, eſcape from a bad world ! 
here is nought but miſery for 0 and triumph 
for viee and infamy. | 

To this violence a mortal languor feat 
The ſtorm of paſſions gave a fit of momentary 
ſtrength, the more effectually to deſtroy at laſt, 
In a few hours after ſhe breathed her laſt, 
And now, Tiberius, what a diſmal ſcene lay 
before you! A blind old man, his wife a breath- 
leſs corpſe, a daughter in the laſt extremity of 
anguiſh; tears, ſhrieks, and lamentations all 
around | This was the ſituation, the ſad cataſtro- 
phe in which fortune exhibited a family, which 
for thirty years had flouriſhed. in every ſplendor 
and dignity of life. The words of a renowned 
philoſopher here occurred to Tiberius: Behold 
ſays he, a ſpectacle which Heaven ſurveys with 
pleaſure ! a great man wreſtting with adverſity, 

and by his courage invincible to the laſt ! 

Beliſarius did not endeavour to controul ei- 
ther his own grief or that of his daughter ; he 
permitted a free vent to both; but as ſoon as he 
had paid to nature the tribute of a feeling heart, 
he reaſſumed his ſtrength, and emerged from bis 
alicYons with true fortitude of mind. 
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Though the anguiſh of Eudoxa was not abat- 
ed, yet, leſt ſhe ſhould renew her father's trou- 
bles, ſhe endeavoured to ſuppreſs her ſorrows . 
but ſtill the old general, as he embraced her, 
found himfelf moiſtened with her tears. You 
afflict yourſelf, my child, you aMi& yourſelf on 
account of accidents, which, inſtead of depreſſing 
us, ought to invigorate our ſouls, and raiſe us 
above misfortune and diſgrace. Your mother, 
after having atoned ſor the errors of her former 
life, is ſafe in eternal peace. She now looks 


- down with pity upon us, and commiſerates the 


lot that detains us in this bad world. That 
cold, inanimated corpſe which lies there devoid 
of motion, is an emblem of the tranquillity her 
| ſoul enjoys. Thus then. you behold how vain 
and tranſitory are all the calamities of life; a 
breath of wind comes, and all is vaniſhed. The 
empire and the ſplendor of its court have faded 
away from the eyes of your mother ; and now 
in the boſom of her God, ſhe beholds this world 
as a little ſpeck in the immenſity of ſpace. Theſe 
are reflections founded on wiſdom; theſe are re- 
flections that adminiſter to the virtuous mind all 
its conſolation, and its beſt ſupport in the hour 
of adverſity.— Oh ! give me that ſupport, ſaid 
Eudoxa, aſſiſt my feeble ſex encompaſſed thus 
with wretchedneſs and miſery. I could have 
e borne 
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borne up againſt any misfortune that could befal 
me; but tg behold a mother broken-hearted, a 
tender parent whom my heart adored, expiring 
within my arms! and thus to ſee you too, thou 
beſt of fathers, in this deplorable condition, to 
which your enemies have reduced you !— Alas 
my daughter, replied Beliſarius, in deſpoiling me 
of my eyes, they did no more than the infirmities | 
of age or death would ſhortly have done; and as 
to what reſpects my fortune, you little knew the 
uſe of affluence, if you do not know how to diſ- 
regard it —Oh ! witneſs for me, Heaven, ſaid 
Eudoxa, it is not the loſs of fortune that can 
give me a moment's pain.— Then let nothing 
diſtreſs your ſpirit, replied the venerable father; 
and with his hand he wiped the falling tear en 
her cheek. 
Beliſarius being informed that a young ſtran⸗ 
ger deſired to ſpeak with him, gave him admit- 
tance, and aſked the intention of his viſit. It is 
not now a time, anſwered Tiberius, to offer con- 
ſolation to you; thou illuſtrious unfortunate, I 
reſpe& your ſorrows; I take a ſhare in your 
afflictions; and it is my earneſt prayer to Heaven 
that I may hereafter be enabled to aſſuage them; 
till then, all I can do is to mix my tears with yours. 

It was now time to perform the funeral obſe- 
quies : Beliſarius, ſupported and guided by his 
23 daughter, 
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daughter, attended the remains of his wife to 
their laſt depoſitory. His grief upon the occaſion 
was that of a philoſopher ; it was deep, but 
| flent; inwardly felt, but outwardly compoſed : 
dis face was clouded with melancholy, but a 
grave and ſentimental melancholy, With a mien 
erect, and a ſteady countenance, he did not ſo 
much ſeem to brave his fortune, as to reſign him- 
ſelf to its ſtroke with a dignity of ſorrow. 
Tiberius affifted at the mournful ceremony; 
he beheld the fond regret of Eupoxa, and he 
returned deeply affected by the laſt duties which 
| ſhe paid to the memory of her mother. 
Belifarius addrefled himſelf to him in theſe 
words: I perceive, generous youth, that it is to 
your humanity I am indebted for recommenda- 
tions on my road hither ; inſtruct me who you 
are, and to what motive I am to attribute your 
good offices, My name is Tiberius, replied the 
youth; I carried arms under Narſes in Italy, 
and I have ſince ſerved in the wars of CoLcnis. 
I was one of the hunting-party to whom you 
applied for ſhelter, and whoſe indiſcretion you fo 
properly checked ; I have ever ſince ſeverely cen- 
ſured myſelf for not making my apology, and re- 
queſting a farther favour of you, I am placed 
in a ſtate of affluence : that may be a misfortune ; 
but if me will concur with me, good may be 
deduced. | 
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deduced from evil. Near this place I have a 
_ country-ſeat, and it is the height of my ambi- 
tion to-confecrate it to the uſe of an exiled hero. 

It will be preſuming upon a flender title to tell 
you of the reſpect and veneration I entertain for 
| your character: he who loves his country muſt 
by a natural conſequence feel che diſgrace of 
Beliſarius, and wiſh to ſoften his calamities-; 
but perhaps J can urge a claim that will touch 
you 'nearer, and in ſome degree ſolicit for me. 
You will not wholly deſpiſe the ambition of a 
young man who pants to be admitted to the 
intimacy of an illuſtrious hero, that in his con- 
verſe hie may drink, as it were, at the fountain- 
head of wiſdom, of honour, and of virtue. 
Lou“ pay a compliment to my old age, replied 
Behfarius; but, however, the intereſt you ſeem 
tte take in my misfortunes beſpeaks a g. erous 
ſpirit, and an elegance of mind. At preſent you 
muſt excuſe me; retirement and ſelf-converſe 
are what T muſt now have recourſe to: the agi- 
tation of my ſpirits muſt be compoſed by ſilent 


meditation. Heroeafter I ſhall ſo far accept your 


propoeſal, as to with to live in good neighbour- 
hood with you, and to maintain a friendly inter- 
courſe. I have a regard for youth; in that hap- 
py ſeaſon of life, the ſoul, as yet unhackneyed 
in the ways of men, is ſuſceptible of every fine 
8. D 4 impreſion; 
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and cheriſhed by his ſovereign, In the, ſueceed- 
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impreſſion : the ſublime and the beautiful of vir- 
tue inflame it with a laudable enthuſiaſm ; and 


worldly paſſions have not yet entangled it in 


their ſnares, Your viſits will ever be accept- 
able; call upon me often; I ſhall be 858 to 


| + with you. 


If I am worthy of that . commerce, 


: replied Tiberius, why may I not. poſſeſs you 
wholly? My anceſtors will applaud the uſe I 


make of the patrimony they tranſmitted to me, 


when it is rendered ſacred by the retreat of Beli- 


ſarius. Honour, reſpe&, and reverence, will 
then be yours, and my whole houſhold train 
will learn to emulate my example in treating 
you with every mark of veneration. 

LI read, young man, the characters of virtue 


in all your words, returned Beliſarius; but let 
us da nothing raſhly. Give me to underſtand, 
for it is now ten years ſince I have been ſequeſ- 
tered from the world, what is your father's ſta- 
tion? what are his deſigns in regard to your 
future ſettlement in life?: - We are deſcended, 
replied Tiberius, from one of thoſe families which 
. ConsTANnTINE tranſplanted from Rome, and 
| honoured with his higheſt favours. In the reign 


of the emperor JusTiN my father acquired no 
ſmall ſhare of military glory. He was eſteemed 


ing 
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ng reign undue preferences were given to others; 
at leaſt he thought ſo, and he retired in diſcon- 
tent. Of that diſcontent he has ſince repented, 
and now for his fon he forms ſchemes of ambi- 
tion, which he neglected for himſelf. —You 
have opened enough to me, ſaid Belifarius, and 
I will not be an obſtacle to your advancement. 
You have convinced me that the diſpoſitions of 
your heart are good: the pleaſure ariſing from 
a generous way of thinking ſeems at once to be 
your motive and your recompence; and indeed 
that pleaſure is the ſweeteſt the mind can feel. 
But I foreſee a danger of which you are not a- 
ware: by viſiting me, you will involve yourſelf 
in the ruin of a man proſcribed. For let me tell 
you, my worthy young friend, that a court, 

whether right or wrong in its meaſures, never 
properly reviews its own deeds ; it never reforms. 
its conduct. Does it puniſh a real criminal? 
He will foon be forgotten. But has it injured 
the man of blameleſs integrity ? He will be per- 
ſecuted with unrelenting hatred; for the very 
mention of his name is a ſatire on the times, and 
his exiſtence is to the conſcience of his enemies 
an unceaſing remembrance of guilt. 
I take upon me all the riſk, fays Tiberius; 
L wil be reſponſible for my conduct. The em- 


Ds pert. 


Feror may here . but he is ever open to 
conviction. 

If you mean that he will be open to convic- 
tion in regard to me, ſays Belifarius, you muſt 
not loſe a thought that way. The meaſure of 
my woes is fulb; the miſchief is done; and may 
the emperor, for the PIE” of his future dad: 
forget it all. 5 

Since you have gone ſo far, replied Tiberius, 
let me inſiſt upon a further act of generoſity, to 
crown the whole. Preſerve Juſtinian from the 
eternal reproach of letting you Ianguiſh away 
the remainder of your days in miſery. The hu- 
miliating condition in which I find you, is ſhock= 
ing to humanity, a'diſhonour to the crown, the 
horror of every honeſt mind, and the utter diſ= 
couragement of all virtue like your own. 

The virtue, replied Belifarius, that will be 
difcouraged by my misfortunes, is not ke my 
own. But, to deal frankly, I think it poſſible, 
as you feem to do, that my wretched condition 
may awaken the mingled paſſions of pity and in- 
dignation. A poor blind old man can give no 
umbrage, and may excite compaſſion. For that 
reaſon, I am decermined to live in obſcurity. If 
J made myſelf known to your friends, it was in 
an unguarded moment, when I was-provoked by 
We pen of the company beyond the 
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bounds of patience, It ſhall be the laſt indiſ- 


cretion of my life, and this aſylum ſhall be my 
grave. Farewel! The emperor may perhaps 


be ignorant that the Bulgarians have entered 

Thrace ; be ſure to inform him of it. 2 
Tiberius withdrew not a little diſconcerted at 

the event of his negociation. The ſum of all 


that paſſed he reported to Juſtinian. A body of 
troops was: immediately put in motion; and in 

a few days the public tranquillity was confirmed 
dy the expulſion of the Bulgarians. Now, then, 
ſaid the emperor to Tiberius, we are at leiſure 
to viſit the unfortunate general. I will paſs 
myſelf for your father, and be upon your guard 
that nothing fall from you to undeceive him. 
Juſtinian had a lodge about half way to the aſy- 


lum of Beliſarius. Thither he betook himſelf, 


- detached from 110 train of courtiers, and the 
next day procecded on 1 his. viſit to the unfortu- 
nate hero. | 


CHAP. VI. 


N. D is this the hero's reſidence ? Is this 

the habitation of him, who fo often 
brought me victory and triumph ? Theſe were 
the words of Juſtinian, as he paſſed under an 
old portico mouidering into ruin, As foon as 
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they entered, Beliſatius roſe to receive hind. | 
At the fight of the venerable man, the emperor 
felt a pang of remorſe and ſhame for the condi- 
tion to which he had reduced him. An exela- 
mation of grief broke from him, and leaning on 
Tiderius, he covered his eyes with his hands, as 
if unworthy to behold the light which the hero 
ſaw no more. What mean thoſe tones of grief, 
ſays Belifarius I have brought my father to 
: ſee you, replieck Tiberius, and he is ſenſibly 
=p touched by your misfortunes. —W here is he? 
 faid the general, ſtretching forth his hands. Let 
; 5 10 come to my embrace; for he has a virtuous 
Juſtinian was obliged to emp with the 
| * and as ſoon as W 1 
ing to his boſom, his emo 10 Is we Ng 
and tender, that he was uy ible . to: ſuppreſs his 
tears and groans. Reſtrain this violence of pity, 
ſaid Belifarius = perhaps I am not altogether ſo 
wretched as you imagine. Let us diſcourſe a 
little about what concerns yourſelf, and this 
young man, who will be a comfort to you in 
your old age. Yes, replied the emperor, in ſhort 
and interrupted accents, yes—if you will con- 
deſcend— to let him attend your lectures upon 
human hfe.— Alas! what can J offer, ſaid Beli- 
' farius, that a wife and good father has not al- 
ready anticipated Vou may inſtruct him, ſaid 


. 
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the emperor, in what I perhaps know little of; 


61 


the ways of courts, where he mult paſs his days. 
For: a long time I have had fo little commerce 
with men, that the world is as new to me as it 


— 


is to him. But you, who have ſeen things in all 
their various aſpects, may render him ineſtim- 


able ſervice; and therefore I intreat you to unbo- 
ſom yourſelf to him.—If he wants to give ſtabi- 
-lity to fortune, faid Belifarius, I am unfit to 
read a leſſon on that head, as you perceive. 
Would he learn to be an honeſt man at the ha- 


be of ſome ule. 


zard of all that is dear to him? There I can 
Fe is born with bright advan- 


tages, and that is a primary requiſite. Very 
true, ſaid Juſtinian, he is deſcended from a race 
of noble anceſtors. — That was not my mean- 
ing; but however, that is an advantage, if not 
perverted to a wrong uſe. Have you ever, young 


man, continued Beliſarius, reflected upon the 
true idea of nobility ? It is a letter of credit giv- 
en you by your country, upon the ſecurity of 


your anceſtors, in the confidence, that, at a pro- 
per period of life, you will acquit yourſelf with 


honour to. theſe who ſtand engaged for her.— 


But that credit, fays the emperor, is often raſhly 
-given.—Ne matter, reſumed Beliſarius; it is 
notwithſtanding an inſtitution of uſeful policy. 
; Si wi to myſelf, when a. child of noble de- 


ſcent 


EI ERS = N 2 Denne 5 
— a 1 +, ed — — TI ww p © Iz bh * 9 ” 
L P ˙ AAA ˙. — 8 : , 
T4 KEY W 29 rn. 5 ; he 
- : ; Cc 


ſcent comes into the world, naked, weak, indi- 
gent, and helpleſs, like the offspring of a com- 
mon peaſant, I then imagine to myſelf his:coun- 
try greeting him in this manner: * Welcome, 
« my child; welcome to my arms! You will 
* hereafter be devoted to my ſervice, intrepid, 
“ pallarit, (generous, and heroic as your famed 
* forefathers, They have tranſmitted to you 
„ their own brilliant example; I confer upon 
„ you their titles and their honours, ſtrong rea- 
« ſons both to rouſe you to, an emulation of 
c their virtues.” This is the ſolemn ſcene I 
figure to myſelf: can you ſuggeſt any thing to 
your fancy more awful and ſublime ?—But this 
is rather carrying it too far, faid Juſtinian.— 
Not a jot, replied Belifarius ; in the education 
of young minds, we muſt propoſe nobly to them. 
Let me add, there is frugality in dealing out 
pomp and honours with a liberal hand. For 
ſuppoſe, upon a fair eſtimate, that theſe incen- 
tives produce only two or three great men in a 
century © and what then? The fate has no- 


thing to complain of 3 Nay, it is ample .compen- 


ation. You, young man, muſt be one of thoſe 
who are to make this compenſation to your coun- 
try. Here addrefling himſelf to the emperor, 
You have allowed me, ſays he, to ſpeak in the 
oy le of a father to him ?—Do it, I conjure you, 
Feplied 
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replied Juſtinian.ä— Well then, my fon, you 
muſt begin with a perſuaſion that nobility is a 
flame, which blazes intenſely as long as it can 
communicate itſelf, but dies away as ſoon as it 
wants the proper materials to keep'it alive and to 
fupport it. Be mindful therefore, young man, 
of your birth, for it impoſes duties on you; be 
mindful of your anceſtors, for the example they 
have left you calls for your utmoſt ardor : re- 
member, that the glory from them devolved up- 
on you, is not an inheritance, upon which you 
are lazily to ſubſiſt; and above all things, era- 
dicate from your heart that ſupercilious pride, 
which looks big with the conſciouſnefs of a fa- 
mily name, and beholds with the timorous eye 
of ſcorn and jealouſy every preference obtained 
by honeſt merit. Ambition has in its nature a 
Furious ſort of nobility; and therefore, by a 
kind of congenial influence, readily inſinuates 
itſelf into the minds of perſons well deſcended ; 
but this paſſion, when carried to exceſs, is ting- 
ed with meanneſs, like any other motive of the 
heart. It ſwells with its own importance, be- 
cauſe it affects an air ſuperior to all the duties 
of an honeſt man. Would you mark its opera- 
tions, and know its character diſtinctiy? Ob- 
ferve the bird of prey, how it hovers over the 
Feld in a morning, and amidſt a thouſand ani- 
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mals marks out its deſtined object; even in the 


ſame manner ambition wakens to its early 


ſchemes, and plans the future deſtruction of ſome 


ſplendid virtue. Alas ! my friend, an attach- 
'ment to ſelf, which is indeed a natural propen- 


ſity of the heart, becomes enormous in a public 


character, whenever it fixes into a ruling paſ- 
ſion. I have known men in my time, who would 


not heſitate to riſk the ſafety of an whole army, or 
the well-being of the tate, in order to gratify 
the ſelfiſh view of inordinate ambition. Stung 
with envy at the ſucceſs of others, whom they 


have not merit to emulate, they are for ever 


alarmed with the apprehenſion of loſing the ho- 


nour of ſome brilliant action; and were they not 


reſtrained by fear, they would make every enter- 


prize miſcarry, in which they have not the com- 
mand: even the public good is a calamity to 


them, unleſs aſcribed to their own abilities. This 


ſet of men, whether in the cabinet or the field, 
is the moſt pernicious race. The man of true 
| honour feels within himſelf the beſt intimations 
of his duty, and he looks for no external motive. 


His God and his conſcience are the witneſſes of 


his actions, and to them only he makes his ap- 


peal. A generous openneſs of heart, a calm de- 


| liberate courage, and a prompt zeal for the pub- 


lic ſervice, are at once the conſtituents of true 
great- 


* 
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ercatneſs, and the beſt evidences of it. Pride, 
vanity, and envy, are the marks of a little and 
a narrow ſpirit. It is not enough that you make 
no pretenſion to the praiſe which you have not 
merited ; you muſt even poſſeſs the noble ſelf- 
denial, that can renounce the fame you have 
fairly earned. It muſt ever be remembered, that 
the ſovereign is liable to error, for he 1s no more 
than man: and the mind ought to be armed be- 


fore-hand with the conſideration, that your 


country, and the age you live in, may form 
wrong judgments of you, nay that thoſe judg- 
ments may not be reverſed by the equity of after- 
times; in that caſe, you muſt conſult your own 
heart, and in the manly ſelf- conference enquire, 
© were I reduced to the low condition of Beli- 
& ſarius, would my -innocence ſupport me ? 
* Would the conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged 
< my duty make even affliction ſmile ?“ If you 


feel within yourſelf any indeciſion reſpecting this 


matter, live your days in obſcurity : you have 
not the materials of a public character. 

Alas ! faid Juſtinian, with a deep ſigh, what 
you exact is above the powers of man; and you 
are yourſelf a terrible example. My example 
may at. firſt appear terrible, replied Belifarius ; 


but upon a cloſer view that impreſſion will wear 


away. Let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that the 
f chance 
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chance of war, a fit of illnefs, or a decay of 
nature, had deprived me of my fight ; it would 
then have been among the common accidents of 


life, with nothing remarkable or pathetic an- 


nexed to it. And are not the vices of human na- 
ture among the incidents of life ? Are they not 
in the ordinary courſe of things, as much as the 
plague that laid wafte the empire? Does it fig 


nify by what inſtrument we fall? the Wrath 


of a ſovereign, the arrow of an enemy, or a grain 
of ſand, they can all diſpatch us, and no matter 
which k. When we enter upon the ſtage of 
life, we muſt be prepared for the changes of the 
ſcene. You, fir, who have ſent forth your fon 


to a courſe of military toil in the ſervice of his 


country; have you no preſentiment, no forecaſt 
to ſuggeſt to you the variety of perils he has fo 
cope with? Add to that account, the machl- 
nations of envy, the fnares of treachery, the ma- 


lice of diflimulation, and the clandeſtine ſtabs of 


calumny; and if your fon lives to my age with- 
out being ruined by them, you will allow that 


he had peculiar good fortune. Every thing in 
this life has its counter-balance, You ſee me 


now ſuperannuated, blind, and indigent; the 
tenant of an old caftle in ruins : but look back 


* oy 


* Democritum pediculi ; Socratem aliud pediculorum genus, 
bipedes interimerunt. Quorſum hoc! Ingreſſus es vitam; navegaſtic 
wetuses z dijcede, M. Antoninus, De je ipſo, lib. iii 
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to a ſpace of thirty years, adorned with happi- 
neſs, and bright with victory and triumphs: re- 
view that period, and you will wiſh your ſon the 
lot of Belifarius. Come, my worthy neighbour z 
we muſt ſummon up a little refolution : you feel 
the ſolicitude of a father; but your fon, I {till 
flatter myſelf, does me the honour to envy me, 
even now. — Moſt aſſuredly I do, exclaimed Ti- 
berius.— But he feels a virtuous envy, ſaid the 
emperor, interrupting him; and the object of it 
is not the ſeries of your victories, but that un- 
' ſhaken courage which ſtands at bay with for- 
tune to the laſt. Courage is indiſpenſable, re- 
plied Beliſarius; but not merely that courage 
which can look death in the face: that is the 
bravery of every common ſoldier. The courage 
of a general is an elevation of mind ſuperior to 
all human contingencies. Who, think you, in 
my eſtimation, is the man of true courage? He 
who at the utmoſt hazard, nay at the expence 
of his glory, continues obſtinate in the diſ- 
charge of his duty. Such was Fabius, that Ro- 
man worthy, wiſe, temperate, and firm ; who 
could hear the cenſures of mankind for his de- 
lay, yet hold the even tenor of his conduct free 
from the irreſolution of the vain, inconſiſtent . 
Pompey, who choſe to hazard the fate of Rome 
and the univerſe, rather than groan under the 

intolerable 
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5 intolerable pleaſantry of a joke. ] will juſt men- 


tion a paſſage in my own life. In one of my firſt 
campaigns againſt the Perſians, the Traſh advice 
of certain turbulent ſpirits in my camp prevailed 
upon me to give battle, much againſt my own 
inclination. T loſt the day. For that miſcon- 
duct I ſhall ever ſtand ſelf- condemned. Who 


lets the caprice of opinion be the rule of his ae- 


tions, will waver in uncertainty, without preci- 


| fion or dependence on himſelf. Let me aſk, 
What would be the conſequence, if, before we 
. decide with ourſelves to be juſt and upright, we 

ſhould reſolve to wait for a diſpaſſionate age of 


the world, and an infallible prince? We muſt 


end therefore in this concluſion ; Keep right on- 


ward with firmneſs and e e Perhaps, 
when you reach the goal, Ingratitude and Ca- 


Jumny will be there untired; but Glory will al- 


ſo be there; and if not, Virtue may diſpenſe 


with it: ſhe will never fail you. Even in the 
vileſt ſtate of miſery and oppreſſion, ſhe will be 


a faithful follower ; and, oh ! my good friend, 
if you but knew how much a ſingle ſmile of Vir- 


tue outweighs all the fickle careſſes of Fortune 


Your every word penetrates my ſoul, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian, in a tender tone of voice, and much em- 
barraſſed. How ineſtimably happy is my ſon 
to imbibe theſe ſentiments at his period of life 
It 
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It is in this ſchool that ſovereigns ought to fu. 
dy! Let us ſay nothing of ſovereigns, replied Be- 
liſarius, they are more to be pitied than we are, 
Ves, ſaid Juſtinian, ſituated as they are, with 
not a friend, at leaſt without any of ability and 
courage enough to guide their ſteps, their caſe 
is lamentable indeed. My ſon is deſtined by his 
birth to live in courts : it may one day be his lot, 
in the councils of his prince, or perhaps in a 
more intimate connection, to avail himſelf of 
theſe your lectures for the benefit of mankind. 
Do not diſdain to open and enlarge his under- 
ſtanding ;' proceed to fill his young conceptions 
with ſublime ideas of the true art of governing; 
inſtru& him, as you think the friend of a ſove- 
reign ought to be. Juſtinian is now near his 
grave ; but his more happy ſucceſſor may have 
the pupil of Belifarius for his friend. — Alas ! 
ſaid the hero, would it were in my power once 
more, before I die, to be of ſervice to my coun- 
try! But the obſervations my experience has 
made, will be thought the reveries of a viſionary 
old man. And indeed in theory ſyſtems are ca- 
fily ſettled : difficultics riſe and diſappear. The 
projector is maſter of his combinations, and he 
arranges them at his eaſe. He adapts every 
thing with facility to all emergencies and the 
wiſhes of mankind : he fancies himſelf free from 
| the 


the influence of paſſion, an unerring philoſopher, 
exempt from frailties, always enlightened, mo- 
derate and wiſe. A ſweet illuſion this, and not 
likely to laſt long, but that the theoriſt ſoon ex- 
tricates himſelf out of embarraſſments, and has 
the reins of government in his own hands. 
But this illuſion has its uſe, ſaid the young man; 
for even the chimerical idea of the beſt poſſible 
ſyſtem may be the model of a good, though im- 
perfect, inſtitution. <I wiſh it may, replied Be- 
lifarius ; though I am not ſanguine enough to 
hope it. The very worſt arrangements of civil 
policy, and the moſt defective forms of govern- 
ment, have their admirers and their zealots.— 
I will venture to promiſe on my part, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian, that your ſpeculations will not be thrown 
away, if you will deign to communicate them to 
my ſon.— With all my heart, replied the hero; 
you. deſerve that I ſhould be open and ingenuous 
with you. One condition I have to exact, and that 
is, entire ſecrecy during the preſent reign, in re- 
gard to our confidential talk. — And why that 
caution ? ſaid Juſtinian, Becauſe I am not wil- 
ling, replied Belifarius, to grieve an aged em- 
peror's breaſt, and cloud the ſunſet of his days 
with a proſpect of evils which he has not power 
to diſpel. — Such was the firſt interview be- 
tween them, 


On 
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On his way back, What an indelible diſgrace, 
ſaid Juſtinian, not to have known and diſtin- 


guiſhed ſuch a man | It is thus, my beſt Ti- 
berius, it is in this manner we are deceived, and 


rendered tyrants againſt the inclination of our 


hearts. 

The emperor was e all aſcht by the 
image of Beliſarius. The next day he ſaw him 
before his eyes in every apartment of the palace. 
In the evening, about the ſame hour, he ſet out 


to enjoy the melancholy pleaſure of a ſecond 


V0 1 
meeting. 


BO 115 
5 HAP. VIII. 


ELISARIUS was walking a little way on the 
road with his guide. At ſight of him Juſ- 
tinian alighted from his carriage, and familiarly 


began, You find us deep in meditation. upon the 


injuſtice of the ſentence which wicked men ex- 
torted from an aged emperor. My ſon and I 
were engaged in a ſerious train of refiections up- 
on the wretched ſtate of ſoyereigns, and the dan- 
gers that ſurround them. I could not help think- 
ing it a wonderful event in the hiſtory of human 
affairs, that a whole people, conſiſting of free- 


born men and, equal all by nature, ſhould with 


one joint aſſent reſign their rights into the hands 


r 
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of a fingle perſon, a weak individud, a feeble 
mortal like themſelves, ſubject to the fame in- 


firmities, open to impoſition, liable to ſelf-delu- 
ſion, and prone to errors, which in a moment 
may prove deſtruCtive to millions And do you 
imagine, ſays Beliſarius, that in a ſenate, or an 
aſſembly of the people there is more ſafety, great- 
er wiſdom, or a fteadier adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice? Was it under a monarchy that Camillus, 
Themiſtocles, and Ariſtides, were proſcribed ? 
To multiply the members of government is to 
multiply its vices, for every individual mingles 


his own. The moſt ſimple form of government 


is the moſt eligible ; and' whether ſtates were 
founded upon conqueſt or original compact; 
whether mankind agreed to transfer their natu- 
ral rights to the civil magiſtrate, or were by ſu- 
perior force ſubdued into political ſociety in 
either caſe it was reaſonable, that the moſt re- 
nowned for wiſdom or for valour ſhould attract 
the popular regard, and gain the general ſuffrage 
in his favour. I am not therefore ſurprized that 
the magiſtrate or the hero ſhould be ſelected for 
the government of the whole ; but that a ſingle 
perſon could be found willing to accept ſo pain- 
ful a pre-eminence, is matter of aſtoniſhment.— 

This part of the argument, ſaid Tiberius, is 
not ſufficiently clear to my apprehenſion.— To 


form 
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form a diſtinct idea, replied Beliſarius, it will 
help you much, if you will figure to your fancy 
the firſt formation of a ſtate, and place your- 
ſelf alternately in the different characters of the | 
people and the ſovereign. 

Where is the riſk, the people may be ſuppoſed 
to ſay, what hazard do we run in giving ſupre- 
macy to a king? With the good of the whole 
we blend his happineſs ; we make them but one 
thing; the force of the community becomes the 
ſtrength of the crown; upon the general weal 
his glory is grafted ; and the regal character is 
at once derived from the people and ſupported by 
them. The general love of his fubjects will be 
his true ſelf-love, and his beſt intereſt will be 
found in juſtice, moderation, and beneficence. 
This muſt have been the political creed of man- 
| kind. — But they did not take into their ac- 
count, ſaid” Juſtinian, the paſſions and the com- 
plication of motives that encompaſs a prince. 
Very true, replied Beliſarius; they only thought 
of an inſeparable union of intereſts between the 
ſovereign and his people: that there ever could 
be a ſeparation of thoſe intereſts, and that the 
two parts of the body politic ſhould live in a 
ſtate of mutual hoſtility, did not enter into their 
idea, Uſurpation appeared to them a kind of 
ſuicide, that could only proceed from a total pri- 

| E vation 
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vation of reaſon : and ſhould the prince be ſeized 
with ſo extravagant a phrenzy, they relied upon 

the wiſdom of laws to controul the paſſions of a 
man grown an enemy to himſelf. They fore- 
ſaw indeed that many might find their intereſt in 
' miſchief and evil deeds ; but they perſuaded 
themſelves that ſuch a confederacy in vice would 

be a ſmall minority, againſt which a great ſupe- 
riority of good and honeſt men, with the prince 
at their head, would always preponderate. And 
indeed, till fatal experience opened the eyes of 
men, who could foreſee that kings would ever 
fink to ſuch a degree of infatuation, as to di- 
vorce themſelves from their people, and com- 
bine with the avowed enemies of all the rights of 
man? A conduct like this is ſuch an outrage to 
nature and to reaſon, that it was neceſſary it 
ſhould actually happen, before the poſſibility of 
it could be believed. It was not in the ſimpli- 
city of ancient manners to expect ſo ſhocking a 
revolution, 

To conſider, on the other hand, the feelings 
of ſovereigns in that early period of mankind, he, 
on whom the ſupreme authority devolved, muſt 
be deemed the party that had moſt reaſon to be 
alarmed. For if the father of a family, who has 
a charge of five or ſix children to educate, and to 
eſtabliſh in the world, feels an inceſſant anxiety 

that 
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that plants thorns upon his pillow, what muſt 
be the caſe with the chief of a family which is 
counted by millions? 

He muſt have reaſoned with himſelf in this 
manner : The compa& which I make with my 
people, binds me to live for their good only : 
the repoſe of my life muſt be devoted to their 
happineſs. I engage myſelf by a folemn oath to 
regard the good of the community in every legiſ- 
lative act, and to ſubmit my own will to the 
ſpirit of the laws. In proportion to the power 
committed to me, my natural liberty is abridged. 
The more my ſubjects confide in me, the ſtrong- 
er are the obligations I am under. For the 
frailties of my nature, my errors, and my paſ- 
ſions, I render myſelf accountable ; I give my 
people a kind of juriſdiction over me; and, in 
ſhort, by conſenting to reign, I abdicate my- 
ſelf, The private man is, as it were, annihilat- 
ed, to make room for royalty to engroſs the 
ſoul. Can there be a more generous ſacrifice? 
an engagement of ſo ſolemn a nature? And yet 
theſe were the ſentiments of Antoninus, and 
Marcus Aurelius. I have nothing properly my 
own, ſaid one of them. My very palace is noi 
mine, was the declaration of the other. The 
few of their ſtamp and character thought the 
ſame, | 
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In the appendages of ſovereignty vulgar error 


marks only ſome external circumſtances or pa- 
rade, which ſerve to awaken envy, ſuch as pa- 


laces, the ſplendor of a court, the homage that 


cence which policy attached to the regal ſtate, 


in order to give it ſanction and authority. And 
yet amidſt all this brilliancy, the ſovereign is no 


more than mere man, overwhelmed: with ſplen- 
did cares, diſtracted with anxieties, a ſelf-c con- 
ſuming votariſt for the public good, a victim to 
his duty, if he be zealous to perform it, an ob- 
ject of ſeorn if he neglects it, and of deteſtation, 
ſhould he betray it. Under perpetual reſtraint, 
and fluctuating for ever betwixt good and evil, 


he finds himſelf environed with enemies to his 


quiet, with painful vigils, devouring cares, a te- 


dious apathy, that makes him weary of himſelf, 
and ends in a diſtaſte to every thing. Behold 
there the potrait of a king! It is true, inven- 
tion has exhauſted itſelf to make his enjoyments 


counterbalance his cares; but his cares are num- 


berleſs, and his pleaſures are confined within 
the ſcanty circle of his natural or his artificial 
wants. The higheſt luxury is not ingenious 
enough to give him one new organ of, ſenſation ; 
and while pleaſures ſolicit him on every ſide, na- 
ture, quite harraſſed down, forbids enjoyment, and 
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the weary appetite refuſes all. Thus every thing 
about him is ſuperfluity: his extenſive palace is 
but a void immenſe, of which he occupies a lit- 
tle corner; under crimſon curtains and gilded 
ceilings he ſeeks in vain that ſweet repoſe which 
dwells in the peaſant's cottage ; and at his table, 
the pleaſure of the monarch ends, when r 
eraves no more. 

1 perceive, ſaid Tiberius, that every thing 
cannot be enjoyed, where every thing abounds ; 
but is the e of chuſing — in the ac- 

count? 1 8 
Alas! young man ad Belifarius, my 
worthy young man-! you are not acquainted 
with that incurable diſeaſe ſatiety. It is the moſt 
fatal languor of the mind. Are you acquainted 
with the cauſe of it ? The power: of enjoying, 
with facility makes us. iiſtleÞs, aud diſguſted at 
every thing. Either our defires have not time to 
revive, or they revive only to turn with loath- 
ing from the affluence that invites too ſoon. Art 
has wearied itſelf in ſtudying delicacies to pro- 
voke and quicken the languid appetite; but the 
powers of perception are decayed, the inlets of 
pleaſure are obſtructed, the incentives to action 
are extinguiſhed in the ſoul, and delight itſelf 
has loſt both its allurements and its gratifica- 
tions. Woe to the man who can command every 


E 3 thing 
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thing with a wiſh ! for as, on the one hand, the 
predominant idea of a total privation ſaps all the 
vigour of the mind, by fixing a train of corrod- 
ing reflections ; ſo, on the other, a conſtant ha- 
dit of enjoyment gives inſipidity to what were 
otherwiſe exquiſite, and thus life loſes its reliſh. 
Vou will grant me, however, interpoſed Ti- 
berius, that there are refined and ſenſible de- 
lights, in their nature proper for the gratifica- 
tion of a monarch, which are always ſure 0 
give rational enjoyment without the danger of 
diſguſting by repetition. —As for inſtance ? ſays 
Belifartus, — The love of glory, for inſtance, re- 
plied the young man. —But what ſort of glory ? 
Why of all the various claſſes of glory re- 
nown in arms muſt hold the foremoſt place. 
Very well; that is your poſition ; and do you 
think che plcaſure that ſprings rom conqueſt 
nas a ſincere and laſting charm in it? Alas! 
when millions are ſtretched in mangled heaps 
upon the field of battle, can the mind in that ſi- 
tuation taſte of joy ? I can make allowance for 
thoſe who have met danger in all its ſhapes ; 
they may be permitted to congratulate them- 
ſelves, that they have eſcaped with their lives ; 
but in the caſe of a king born with ſenſibility of 
heart, the day that ſpills a deluge of human 
blood, and bids the tears of natural affection flow 
in 
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in rivers ound; the land, that cannot de a day 
of true enjoyment. I have more than once tra- 


verſed over a held of battle; I would have been 


— 


glad to have ſeen a Nero in my place; the tears 


of humanity muſt have burſt from him. I know 


there are princes who take the pleaſures of a cam- 
paign as they do that of hunting, and who ſend 
forth their people to the fray as they let ſlip their 
dogs : but the rage of conqueſt is like the unre- 
lenting temper of avarice, which torments it- 
ſelf, and is to the laſt inſatiable. A province 


has been invaded ; it has been ſubdued ; it lies 


contiguous to another not yet attempted *: de- 


fire begins to kindle ; invaſion happens after in- 


vaſion ;. ambition irritates itſelf to new projects, 
till at length comes a reverſe of fortune, which 
exceeds in the mortification it brings, all the 
pride and joy of former victories, But to give 


things every flattering appearance, let us ſuppoſe 


a train of uninterrupted ſucceſs ; yet, even in 
that caſe, the conqueror puſhes forward, like 


another Alexander, to the limits of the world; 


and then, like him, remeaſures back his courſe, 
fatigued with triumphs, a burthen to himſelf 
and to mankind, at a loſs what to do with the 
immenſe tracts which he has depopulated, and 


*— 8 fi angulus iſte 
Proximus accedat, qui nunc denormat agellum. Hos. 
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melancholy with the reflection that an acre of his 
conqueſts would ſuffice to maintain him, and a 
little pit-hole to hide his remains from the world. 
In my youth, I ſaw the ſepulchre of Cyrus: 
ſtone bore this inſcription : J am Cyrus, he as 


ſubdued the Perſian empire. Friend, whoever thou 


art, or wherever thy native country, envy me not the 
ſcanty ſpace that covers my clay-cold aſhes *. Alas! 


ſaid I, turning aſide from the mourning epitaph, 
is it worth while to be a conqueror? 


Tiberius interrupted him with aſtoniſhment ; 3 


Can theſe be the ſentiments of Beliſarius? — 


Yes, young man, thus thinks Beliſarius: he 5 


able to decide upon this ſubject. Of all the 
plagues which the pride of man has engendered, 


the rage of conqueſt is the moſt deſtructive.— 1 


muſt give up the point, ſays Tiberius: but ſtill 
there is a prerogative of enjoyment, a gratifica- 


tion worthy of kings, and that is the ſupreme 


delight of ſerving mankind, a pleaſure ſpringing 


from the happineſs of millions — Ay! replied 


HBeliſarius, if a king could be ſure of making a 
nation happy, his acceſſion were an object of 


envy; aſcending his throne he would riſe to the 


great pre- eminence of diſpenſing public good, 
and guiding the reins of government for the 
welfare of mankind. This would be a ſacred 


* Vide Plutarch's life of Alexander, 
privilege ! 
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privilege ! that a-generous mind ſhould ſacrifice 
the repoſe of life to this great ambition, would 
not be matter of aſtoniſhment. But addreſs your- 
ſelf to-the auguſt old man who now reigns over 
you, and defire to be informed by him, whether 
to diſcharge the duties of his ſtation 1s an eaſy 
taſk ? That a prince has done his utmoſt, re- 
plied Juſtinian, to promote the welfare of his 
ſubjects, to make their bürthen light, and to 
deierve the love of his people, a nation _ 5 
ſometimes be willing to believe. 
They may believe it, ſaid Beliſarius, and ſome 
princes, even during their lives, have obtained 
that glorious ſuffrage. It has been the recom- 
pence of their upright government; their ſweeteſt 
retribution. But without ſome ſingular event to 
give ſincerity; to public teſtimonials, unleſs ſome 
great and trying conjuncture happen, when the 
ſentiments of the people may be ſuppoſed to burſt 
forth in the honeſt effuſion of their hearts, what 
prince can flatter himſelf that the addreſſes he 
receives are not ſuborned? How can he perſuade 
himſelf that he hears the real ſenſe of the na- 
tion ? His . courtiers vouch for it; but who is 
reſponſible for them ? While the ſong of revelry 
echoes through the palace, how ſhall he be aſ- 
lured that in the remoter parts of his dominions, | 
the dome of the vice- roy is not filled with the 
E 5 complaints 
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82 BELISARIUS. 


complaints of injured men, and the cottage of 


the labourer with the groans of miſery? The 
public feſtivals are nothing but ſcenes acted be- 
fore him, and the applauſe he meets is too often 
preconcerted. He ſees the vileſt of mortals ca- 
nonized for deities; and though the vain ty- 


rant, whoſe days are ſpent in one continued 
round of voluptuouſneſs, may imbibe the incenſe 


which adulation offers; yet the man of virtue, 
who made his reign a painful endeavour to do all 
the good that depended on him, cloſes an ho- 


nourable life in anguiſh, and deſcends to the 
tomb of his anceſtors without ever being ſure 
that he had one ſincere friend. When I reflect 
that Juſtinian is in this ſituation, and that he is 
likely to carry with him to his grave a perſuaſion 


that Belifarius was a traitor, and never loved 
him, I own myſelf ſorely grieved : it is a ſtab 


to my very heart, 
No! exclaimed the emperor with impe- 


tuoſity, (and then recollecting himſelf ſuddenly) 


No, ſaid he in a more deliberate accent, a prince 
is not always unhappy to ſuch a degree, as not 
to know that in the courſe of his reign he has 


been truly loved. 


he it fo, replied Beliſarius; he knows that 
he is loved; and yet even this ſweet reflection is 
daſhed with bitterneſs, Certain it is, the good 

| 1 of 


BEIrISARIUS. 83 


of his people muſt be dear to him in proportion ; 


as he thinks himſelf dear to them; and in con- 


ſequence, whatever good he does, or whatever 


evil he wards off from them, the account ap- 
pears to him, in the general maſs of good and 
evil, ſo inadequate in his wiſhes, that at Jength 


in the evening of a long and ſtormy life, he ſeri- 


ouſly puts the queſtion, hat good have I done? 


Struggling with adverſities, and yet unable to 
ſubdue them, what muſt be his regret, when he 
ſits down conſcious of his feeble efforts, and ſees 


himſelf a ſlave to the emergencies of the day, ob- 
liged to govern by expedients only? Marcus 
Aurelius is the prince upon record who beſt de- 
ſerved to ſee the world happy under his admini- 
{tration *, and yet what a reign was his? A 
ſcene of wild commotion, .1n which all the accu- 
mulated ills of life ſeemed to crowd themſelves 


together T. One would have thought it an in- 


ſurrection of all nature, a general conſpiracy to 
baffle every effort of wiſdom and of virtue. It is 
a melancholy taſk, that he who raiſed a temple to 
Beneficence, was doomed to ſee the blackeſt pe- 
riod of diſtreſs and miſery. + But not to go ſo far 
back for examples, was ever reign more diſtin- 
| . Iſle virtutum omnium, ceeleftiſque ingenii extitit, erumniſque 
Publicis quaſi Defenſor objectus efl, Aurel. Vit, 


+. Ut prope nibil, quo ſummis angeribus atteri mortales ſolent, dici 
Jen cegitat i queat, quad non, ills imperante, ſævierit. Aurel, Vict. 
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M  BELISARLIUS: 


guiſhed for activity, for vigour, and apparent 
ſucceſs, than this of Juſtinian? A ſeries of war 
and victory in three quarters of the world for 
thirty years together; the loſſes of a century re- 
Paired in one reign ; the people of the North 
and of the Weſt exterminated beyond the 
Danube and the Alps; tranquillity eſtabliſhed 
through all the provinces of Aſia ; kings over- 
thrown and led in triumph; the deſolation of a 
plague, the-waſte of invaſions, and the ruin of 
earthquakes effaced almoſt from the memory of 
man by the reſtoring hand of unwearied virtue; 
places of defence and temples without number, 
the former built from the ground, and the latter 
decorated with every ſplendid ornament |! Theſe 
were the works of Juſtinian's reign ; imperial 
works! how glorious ! how magnificent | And 
yet what a falling off ! Behold him now in the 
decline of old age; what has he done? That 
victorious arm was never able to fix the empire 
upon a durable foundation; at this very inſtant 
it totters to its ruin; that is at laſt the cloſe of 
all his labours, the fruit of ſo many triumphs, 
Let this, Tiberius, be a leſſon to you; let it in- 
ſtruct you to view with pity the ſplendid miſery 
of kings, to rejudge their actions with lenity, 
and in particular to conceive no diſaffection to 
a venerable ſovereign on account of the ills which 
he 
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he has let fall, or the good which he has omitted 


| to do. 


Lou alarm me, ſaid Tiberius, with theſe re- 


flections; my firſt advice to any friend of mine 
upon a throne ſhall be to abdicate it. To abdi- 
cate it | replied Beliſarius; that you will not do; 
courage will never be the adviſer of deſertion. 


Were you ever induced by peril and fatigue to 


abandon the ſword ? There is no difference in 


this view of things, between a ſword and ſcep- 


ter. It is incumbent upon every man to crowd 
into his life all the duties he can. Endeavour 
not to conceal from your friend, that he muſt 
inevitably be a victim to thoſe about him; but 
make him ſenſible at the ſame time, that there is 


a pleaſure as well as a pain in being thus facri- 


ficed; and that, in order to enſure his true re- 
compence, he muſt inflame his imagination with 
the enthuſiaſm of public virtue, and muſt thence 
deduce the ſweet reward of all his generous la- 


bours *. —And where is this reward to be met 


with? interpoſed Tiberius. — It conſiſts, re- 
turned Belifarius, in our own inward conſciouſ- 
nels; it is purely ſentimental, and ſprings out 
of the reflection that we find within our breaſts, 

* Homo qui beneficit, ne plauſum querat : ſed ad aliad nepotium 


tranſeat quemadmodum witis, ut rurſum ſuo tcempore uvam produ- 
cat. Marc, Antonin, libs iii. | 


the 


5 W BELISARETUS. 
mae active principles of humanity, ſocial affec- 
tion, generous ſympathy, thoſe amiable qualities 
which conſtitute the dignity of our nature, and 
merit the approbation of earth and Heaven. Can 
you imagine that a king has ſuch contracted 
views, as to riſe in a morning to balance the ac- 
count.of what he may merit in the courſe of the 
day? His language to himſelf, I take it, muſt 
be, Awake! ariſe ; and with you let juſtice and 
benevolence open their eyes on the world. Di- 
_ veſt yourſelf. of little ſelfiſh paſſions, of your 
ſchemes of private gratifications, and reſign even 
the repoſe of your life.. Y ou do not live for your- 
felf alone; the ſoul of a whole people ſtirs with. 
in you; your will is the will of millions, and 
properly promulgated receives the ſanction of a 
law. Let the law. then be the rule of your go- 
vernment, and remember that on the happineſs 
of numbers your own intereſt is grafted *. You 
are moved, Tiberius! your hand trembles in 
mine ! let me bid you reſt aſſured, that the very 
tears of virtue have inexpreſſible delight. Vir- 
tue, it is true, cannot aſcertain a conſtant good, 
unmixed with evil; but is there ſuch a thing in 
human life? And if there is, for whom is it re- 
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* Mane, cum gravatim a ſonino ſurgis, in promptu tibi fit cogitare 
te ad bumanum opus facierdum ſurgere. Non ſentis quam multa poſſis 
præſtare, de quibus nulla eft excuſatio naturæ ad ea non aptæ et tan en 
adbuc, prudens ſcienſque, bumi aus beres | Marc, Antonin. 16, v. 
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BEELFSARIUS 37 
feryed ? For the inactive, the wicked, and un- 
worthy? The miſchief which a patriot prince 
cannot remove, draws tears from humanity, but 
they are not the bitter tears of envy, remorſe, 
and turpitude. They are the pleaſing ſorrows of 
a Titus, who weeps that he has loſt a day: 
They are pure at the ſource from which they 

ſpring. Vou may therefore aver to your friend, 
and aver it with energy, as if ſome God were 
breathing through yeu, that armed with virtue 
he will never know the pang of envying the for- 
tunes of the vile and wicked. But this conſtancy 
of mind, this true ſupport of virtue, is not the 
fpontaneous growth of the human breaſt ; the 
ſpirit of a young prince muſt be attempered to it; 
and how he is to be initiated, we will make the 
ſubject of to-morrow's interview. | 

He moulds me to his will, ſaid Tiberius to 
Juſtinian; his power over my ſoul is irreſiſtible; 
he ſinks, inflames, and elevates at his own dif- 
cretion.—He tears my very heart, replied the 
emperor; then fetched a deep ſigh, and remained 
a conſiderable time in penſive ſilence. To diſ- 
pel the gloom his court tried all its gaieties, but 
every endeavour was fruitleſs importunity. On 
the morrow, having fignified his inclination to 
take a ſolitary walk, he ſtruck into a neighbour- 
ing wood ; Tiberius was there in waiting, and 
together 
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3 BELISARIUS, 


| together they went to their appointment. The 
young man did not fail to revive the topic Which 


had been promiſed, and Beliſarius proceeded i in 


the following manner. 


8 H A P. IX. 
r how hw made a e it be 
poſſible to love virtue for her own fake only? 
D0 generous a principle is, perhaps, in certain 


ſpirits peculiarly favoured by Heaven, a ſublime 


impulſe that operates like inſtinct. I call it 
inftin& ; for whenever it ſprings from reflection, 


it has its ſource in ſelf-intereſt. Nor can this 
propoſition be underſtood to derogate from hu- 
man nature. I will ſhew- you, that virtue, like 


friendſhip, refines itſelf by degrees from the 


droſs of intereft, and takes a more exalted na- 


ture: the operations of one will in n. * 


other. WY TRIES PT OO 


It is to views of convenience, of pleaſure; and 
utility, that friendſhip owes its origin. The 
effect in the proceſs is detached from the cauſe : 


the motives ſubſide, and the ſentiment produced 


keeps poſſeſſion of the heart; a ſecret charm in⸗ 
ſinuates itſelf, and by the force of habit mingles 


with our very love of exiſtence. In this ſtate 


of the mind, uneaſy ſenſations may take place 
inſtead 
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inſtead of promiſed joys; but fill, the heart 
which has taſted of friendſhip will, rather than 
renounce it, forego all the ſoothing comforts it 
expected to enjoy. Friendſhip is a ſympathy 
which commences in gaiety and exultation, and - 
gathers ſtrength in the hour of affliction. The 
ſame may be affirmed of virtue*, To engage 
our affections, it mult firſt attract by an appear- 
ance of the agreeable or the uſeful : for before 
we are enamoured of her, we love ourſelves IJ 
and till we know the real ſweets of virtue, we 
look for gratifications very different from what 
ſhe affords. When Regulus, in the ſpring of 
life, beheld her for the firſt time, ſhe ſtruck him 
with the pomp. of triumph and the ſplendor of 
glory. He grew enamoured of her: whether 
he abandoned her afterwards, when ſhe had no- 
thing to give but fetters, the torture, and the 
tuneral pile, need not now be mentioned. | 
You muſt therefore begin by founding the 
temper of the prince, and diſcovering the ob- 
jects that chiefly ſtrike his fancy. To be free, 
powerful, rich, obeyed by his ſubjects, eſteemed 
through life, and h:ppy in the proſpect offu- 
ture fame, will perhaps be the prevailing deſires, 
Inform him therefore, mat from virtue alone he 


Si guid in vitd bumand invenis potiùi juſtitid, veritate, tempo- 
ran'ia, fortitudine, ad ejus amplexum tutis animi wit ibus conten- 
das uadeo. Marc. Antonia, lib, iii, 
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9»  BELIFARTUS. 
can obtain what he pants for, and you will not 


There is a ſecret in the art of governing, too 
often concealed from the pride of kings, in 
which every well-diſpoſed prince ought to be 
early inſtructed, and that is contained in this 
fober truth : there is no abſolute power except 
that of the laws, and he who aims at deſpotiſm 
enſlaves himſelf, For what is law but the will 
of the whole community “, expreſſed by one 
man, in the ſame manner as his power 1s the 


whole force of the ſtate collected in himſelf? 


But when the will of one is erected in oppoſi- 


tion to the whole, the force of the body-politic 


will then be ſet againſt the prince, who reſorts 


to the practice of dividing, weakening, and ſub- 
verting the ſtrength. of the kingdom; or, per- 
haps, at length he is in open arms againſt it. 
Inſtead of being the father of his people, he is 


now their tyrant : he governs by intrigue, and 
ftrives by little arts of policy to delude, ſurpriſe, 
alarm, and terrify his ſubjects into a tame ſub- 
miſſion ; or elſe he reſorts to his agents of de- 
ſtruction, who ſell the blood of their country- 
men, and march ſword in hand through the 
realm, covering all with deſolation, till murder 


| has taken off every honeſt man who dared' to. 


* Cen muri: ſponſio civitatis. Pand. lib. ; tit, Jo 


reſiſt 


1 
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reſiſt the yoke and vindicate the rights of na- 


ture. Hence the rage of civil commotions, in 
which a brother ſays to his brother, Die, or 


yield to the tyrant, who has paid me for cutting 
your throat. Proud of an uſurpation maintained 


by force of arms, or founded on ſuperſtition, the 


tyrant congratulates himſelf ; but let his heart 


tremble within him, if he ever ceaſe to pamper 


the pride, or controul the licentiouſneſs of his 
deteſted party. While they ſerve him, they 
chain him to themſelves by his fears; and for 


the obedience they pay their captive king, they 
demand in return impunity for their crimes. 
| Being thus grown the oppreſſor of one part of 
| his ſubjects, he is a ſlave to the other; as mean 
and abject to the bad. -o ſici ce and domineering 


to the good. Conſtrained to manage with his 


accomplices, he is obliged to ſtudy how to gratify 
them, that the paſſions which liſted on his ſide 
may not revolt from him ; for he knows their 
herce and dangerous quality, ſince they have al- 
| ready marked their way with ruin, and broke 


aſunder all the ties of nature and humanity.. 


| The tyger, trained to the chace, and educated 


dy man to the ſkill of devouring, will fly at his 
maſter, if ſhare of the prey be with-held from 
| him, The tyrant's. compact with his factors _s 


miſchief? is preciſely the ſame, 
The 
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tion, and even ſo low as to wear the ſmiles of 
content, with reſentment at his heart. 


the Li uL ſpirit of -ivil-policy,, mat make the 


common enemies of ſociety. , Whoever intereſts 


the declared foe of his prince, beholds his own 


from the ſtate, and the ſovereign, in league witi 
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The ſupreme power, therefore, as it approaches 


to tyranny, becomes feeble in proportion, and it 


depends for ſupport upon the men who have w. 


leagued themſelves againſt the conſtitution. It Nee 


muſt be ever attentive to the tools of a-party,.let I de 
they ſhould make a defection to the intereſts of a! 
their country. Every mark of compliance, re- fl 
ſpect, and the moſt ſervile toleration, muſt be 21 


paid to them, to the utter ſubverſion of juſtice, A 


and the neglect of all ſound policy. The prince 
muſt deſcend to the meaneſt deferences, the 


moſt flagrant partiality, the humbleſt diſſimula- I ? 


The prince who would govern according i 


laws the ſole rule of his conduct; for his -auuye 
rity is derived from the laws ; it is founded upon 
the will and the whole force of the community, 
The ſovereign authority thus conſtituted wil 
have no enemies but the baſe and wicked, the 


himſelf in the ſupport of order and the public 
tranquillity, is an aſlertor of the. lſovereign au- 
thority which protects him. Every citizen, in 


perfonal enemy. Party- diviſion is baniſhed 


his 
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n 
n [his people, i is rehdered rich and powerful by the 


wealth and power of his people. Under no ne- 


ceſſity to intrigue with parties; he reigns in free- 
dom, perhaps in juſtice, with his crown firm 
and unſhaken on his head. His adminiſtration, 
fixed upon the baſis of law and public ſecurity 
at home, becomes reſpectable to foreign powers; 
and as he is never inſtigated by caprice and 
pride to wage a war of ambition, his armies, | 
maintained and regulated under proper diſcipline, ' 
are ready to take the field with vigour and with 


ſpirit, when the public cauſe demands the ex- 
| ertion of the ſtate againſt the author of civil dif- 


cord, or the foreign ufurper. Oh! my friend! 
let juſtice 'be the baſis of the ſupreme/authority, | 
and the love of a grateful people wilt not fail to 


| be its moſt invigorating principle, and its beſt ſup- 


port, The flave will fight but reluctantly for 


| tis priſo and his chains; but the citizen, who 


is ſecure in his civil rights, who loves his prince, 
and is reciprocally beloved, will hazard himſelf 
in the defence of the authority to which he is 


| indebted for his own protection. Amidſt the 


hardſhips of the campaign, and the perils of bat- 
tle, he feels himſelf inflamed with the idea that 
be is ſtruggling for his fires and his altars, for 
all that can be dear to him. 


Ah! theſe leſſons, ſaid Tiberius, fink 4 
into 
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into my heart: they are delivered with words 
that burn; they kindle a flame in the foul, 
When ſhall I be able to inſpire the breaſt of 
kings with ſentiments like theſe! 

It is now clear, replied: Beliſarius, that the 
true ſplendor and authority of ſovereigns are 
founded on juſtice z that virtue and beneficence 
ſtrengthen the foundation; and that. the moſt 
abſolute prince is he who reigns. in the hearts 
of his people. —From what you have ſaid, in- 
terpoſed Tiberius, it is now plain that true po- 
licy and reaſon are convertible terms and that 
the art of governing conſiſts in following the 
ſuggeſtions of wiſdom and of virtue. — Vou 
are perfectly right, replied Beliſarius ; nothing 
can be more ſimple, more eaſy in the practice, 
and ſure of its effects. The emperor Juſtin, ori- 
ginally an honeſt peaſant of IIlyria, who came 
to a throne from the plough, found the way to 
endear his adminiſtration to mankind. Was it 
cwing to his ſkill in politics? Far from it; it 

was owing to the rectitude of his mind, and the 
amiable diſpoſition of his heart. Were it my 
lot to govern, I ſhould endeavour to copy that 
great example. Far be from the breaft of a 
prince that fly, flow policy, that looks with an 
oblique 'eye upon every thing. It looks about 
indeed with a kind of indirect prudence, and re- 
3 a coils 
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coils in time from rocks and precipices ; but it 
is diſquietude at beſt, How unlike the ſerenity 
enjoyed by him who loſes all thought of ſelf in 
the love of millions, and is therefore leſs expoſed _ 
than the moſt wary, circumſpect, and ſuſpicious 
tyrant ! But the misfortune is, the prince is too. 
often alarmed by artful and deſigning men: he 
is taught to conſider his people as an enemy to 
be dreaded ; and that dread, as ſoon as impreſſed, 
lends reality to the ideal danger ; for it gives 


birth to miſtruſt, and miſtruſt is the mother of 


hatred and of malice, 
You have obſerved that a prince, a man al- 
moſt ſolitary and without connections, has his 


cares and wants contracted into very ſcanty li- 


mits; that at his eaſe he commands all the real 
good in life; that he is narrowly circumſcribed ; 
and all beyond a fmall circle is vanity, illuſion, 
and deceit. While mature preſcribes to him to 
be moderate in his deſires, all things about him 
irritate his paſſions, and ſtimulate intemperance. 
Alas! were it his aim to live in harmony with 
his people, he would have no party but his ſub- 
jects, no intereſt but that of the ſtate. How 
differently are things circumſtanced at preſent ? 
All confidence is extinguiſhed ; the neceſſity of 
being ever guarded againſt a turbulent and ſedi- 
tious populace is inculated; and a ſtanding army 
| IS 
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is maintained to terrify thoſe who ſhould be 
cheriſhed by their ſovereigns. By theſe means 
the prince lives at variance with his ſubjects; 
his party is formed, and Ambition with a train 
of inordinate deſires ſtalks at the head of it. This 
hydra of faction is ever inſatiable, and yet un- 
conſtitutional means muſt be tried to ſatisfy its 
rapacity. Here then is the firſt ſpring of that 
monſtrous diſtinction, which we have known in 
the empire, between. the provinces of the people 
and the provinces of the emperor, between the 
intereſts of the ſubject and thoſe of the prince. 
The idea of property ſhould never enter the 
thoughts of the ſovereign. When once his ima- 
gination is ſtruck with it, it follows that the ſe- 
curity of his crown and his life ſeems to depend 
upon that property, and by a natural progreſs 
avarice takes poſſeſſion of him. He thinks him- 
ſelf enriched by the impoveriſnment of his peo- 
ple; and whatever, rapacity hath ſeized, is ſet 
down as clear gain. In proportion as the ſub- 
ject is plundered, he appears to the jealous prince 
reduced to a deeper ſubjection. Hence ſchemes 
of rapine on the one hand, diſcontent: and repin- 
ing murmurs on the other; and hence the dark 
ſeeds of civil war, which, like a ſmothered 
flame, lie brooding in the very heart of the ſtate, 
and at length break out in ſudden eruptions all 
over 
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over the land. Of his private coffers the ſove- 
reign now thinks he has the full advantage; he 
congratulates himſelf on the prudence which 
ſettled his meaſures ſo long before-hand : but, 
ſhort-ſighted man ! he little perceives that, by 
being juſt, he would have been above ſuch lit- 
tle timid precautions; and that all the mean, 
and of courſe cruel paſſions, which lit for 
hire in his cauſe, would be vile and uſeleſs, 
if virtue were the ſpring of his actions. This, 
my friend Tiberius, this is the doctrine which 
the future prince ought to hear from you. 
Let him be perſuaded that the ſtate and 


the ſovereign are but one thing: let him 


underſtand that this political union conſti- 
tutes his true ſtrength, the baſis of his dignity, 
his honour, and his peace; ideas of proper- 
ty will then be rejected as ſordid and unwor- 
thy x. His ſolid advantage will be placed in the 
good he procures for his people; and thus his 
paſſions will transform themſelves to the virtues 
of a patriot king, juſt and equitable for his own 
intereſt, moderate upon principles of ambition, 
and benevolent through very ſelfiſhneſs, It is 
by conſidering things in this way, my worthy 


* The emperor Trajan was uſed to compare the treaſure of a 


prince to a ſwelled and diſtempered ſpleen, which enfeebles and 
canlumes the reſt of the body, | 


F friends, 
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friends, - that truth appears the parent of virtue, 
But truth, I grant you, appears at firſt with an 
aukward mien at court. He who gains her the 
firſt audience from a king, muſt be endowed 
with no ſmall degree of courage. When flattery 
has taught the pernicious maxim, that princes 
reign for themſelves alone; that royal indepen- 
dence conſiſts in the gratifications of deſire; and 
that even caprice is a ſtate-law; the faithful and 
honeſt counſellor who undertakes to refute this 
notable ſyſtem, will not be graciouſſy received: 
but let him be once heard, and he will gain the 
royal ear: one truth eſtabliſhed, the reſt may be 
poured upon him with rapidity, for they are ſure 
of their effect; and the prince, inſtead of dread- 
ing, will anticipate the concluſion. 

Truth will now derive charms from virtue, 
and virtue in its turn will lend embelliſhments 
to truth. It is indiſpenſably neceſſary that the 
latter ſhould enlighten the mind; for the incli- 
nation of our nature to a good, whoſe value is 
not explained, is merely a blind, a vague, and 
uncertain inſtinct, But a deſire to ſerve mankind 
is virtue founded on the knowledge of remote and 
extenſive conſequences. 'To know the intereſts of 
humanity 1s the true ſtudy of a prince, What- 
ever is juſt, whatever is uſeful, that is truth, and 
the truth a king ſhould inveſtigate ; it is the great 

i band 
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band of ſociety; in all buſineſs, in every tranſ- 
action of life, it upholds the chain of moral du- 
ties; on mutual wants and mutual aids grafts 
human happineſs, and makes the author of pub- 
lic good a partaker of the bleſſings he beſtows. 
This is the fit employment of a prince; to this 
he ſhould dedicate his days; to know himſelf, 
and the nature of man +; to develope the ſecret 
movements of the heart, the operations of habit, 
the ſpecific qualities of character, the influence 
of opinion, the powers and the weakneſſes of 
our frame; to ſtudy intenſely, and not with fri- 
volous curioſity, but a fixed and ſteady determi- 
nation of the will, with a perſeverance alarming 
to flatterers, the temper, the manners, and the 
eſources of his people, together with the con- 
duct of miniſters; and in this noble enquiry ts 
let in light to the judgment on every fide, with 
| a deteſtation of the clandeſtine informer, and a 
generous encouragement of thoſe who have the 
ſpirit to call aloud for a redreſs of grievances com- 
mitted in the prince's name: theſe are the things 
which conſtitute the love of truth ; and thus, 
| faid he, addreſſing himſelf to Tiberius, thus 
every prince will love it, who is, as he ought ta 
| be, perſuaded, that to be great he muſt be juſt 
+ Queanam ſunt eorum mentes, quibus rebus ſtudent, gue habent | 


in bonore amant ; cogita te nudas ipſorum mentes intueriv Marc. 


Antonin, lib. ix. 
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and upright. In conveying theſe ſentiments to 
him, you will inſtruct him how to be free and 
independent in the midſt of a court; for it is 
there he muſt be jealous of his liberty. To maxe 
him ſenſible of this, will be the arduous part of 
your undertaking : this is the point which you 
muſt labour with aſſiduity and firmneſs, —It ſhall 
be done, ſaid Tiberius, when I am armed with 
your inſtructions.— Here the converſation broke 
off, and they took leave of each other. | 
It has happened by ſome ſtrange fatality, ſaid 
the emperor, that in all ages and countries, the 
friends of mankind have been hated by thoſe 
who are bound to be the fathers of the people. 
The popularity of Belifarius was his only crime: 
it was that alone provoked his enemies, and per- 
haps alarmed my jealouſy. Alas! they made me 
fear him ; it bad been better if I had endeavoured 
to imitate him. 


CHAP. X. 


BOUT the fame hour on the following 
day, Beliſarius, expecting his viſitors, 
ſeated himſelf again under the old oak upon 
the road, where he had received them the 
evening before. He ſaid, in a loud ſoliloquy, 


To have found two virtuous men, who beguile 
me 
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me from myſelf, and enter thus into a diſcuſſion 
of the great objects of humanity, is a circum- 
ſtance that alleviates my misfortunes. How 
ſoothing to contemplate the ſocial intereſts of 
man ! My afflictions are ſoftened by it! The 
very idea of being but remotely conducive to the 
welfare of mankind has raiſed me above myſelf, | 
and now I ſee how the diffuſion of benevolence 
to a whole people aſſimilates man to his Divine 
Creator. 

Juſtinian and Tiberius overcheard theſe laſt 
words as they approached. You are warm in 
the praiſe of beneficence, ſaid the emperor ; and 
indeed beneficence, of all the virtues, affords the 
moſt endearing and the ſweeteſt ſenſations. Hap- 
py the man whoſe lot it is to enjoy fo noble a 
pleafure!—And yet this ſupreme delight muſt 
be taſted with moderation, replied the hero; for 
even goodneſs itſelf, if not conducted by wiſdom. 
and juſtice, degenerates into an oppoſite vice. 
Attend, young man, ſaid he to Tiberius, and 


mark what I have to. offer on this head. 


Of ſovereign authority the higheſt act is tho 
_ diſtribution of favours : this partakes of the na- 
ture of beneficence, and is therefore a pleaſing 
exertion of power; but in the exerciſe of it, it is 
requiſite that the prince ſhould be guarded againſt 
n. The whole of his intelligence muſt 
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ariſe from thoſe who approach his perſon ; and 
of that number there is not one who does not 
for ever inculcate, that the ſeat of majeſty is in 
the court ; that all regal ſplendor is derived from 
the brilliant appearance that enlivens the palace ; 
and that the moft valuable prerogative of the 
crown diſplays itſelf by a profuſion of. favours, 
which are ſtyled the munificence of the ſovereign, 
Gracious heaven] the munificence it is the ſub- 
ſtance of the people he beſtows; the ſpoils of the 
poor and indigent! Thus the prince is deceived by 
words: adulation and treachery beſiege his throne z 
aſliduity forever pays its court; and the habit of 
refuſing nothing gains upon the credulous ſove- 
reign, who little thinks of the tears extorted 
from the poor by the extravagance of the court ; 
exultation fills the palace, and every room e- 
choes with praiſes of the royal- munificence, 
That munificence aſſumes the mien of virtue, 
and wealth is ſquandered without conſidering 
from whence it came. Alas! would kings re- 
flect how their ſplendor grows out of the miſery 
of others: and for the fake of an ungrateful 
crew, what a number groan in wretchedneſs ! 
But, Tiberius, the prince who has one true 
friend will be ſure to know this ; and he will 
| know beſides, that true beneficence conſiſts more 
in œconomy than laviſh diſtribution ; that every 
Fo partial 
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partial grant is injuſtice to merit, and that from 
injuſtice ſpring all the worſt evils Fe can diſ- 
tract a ſtate. 

You behold the munificence of ſovereigns; 
ſaid Tiberius, with an eye of ſeverity.— I con- 
ſider it in its true light, replied the hero, as a 
mere perſonal Attachment, which, in the choice 
of men for public offices, counteracts the natu- 
ral courſe of juſtice, of nature, and of reaſon: 
for juſtice appropriates honours to virtue, and 
rewards to merit. For the arduous buſineſs of 
high employments nature brings forth great abi- 

lities and conſummate talents; and ſurely reaſon 
dirrects that of men the beſt poſſible uſe ſhould be 
made; but partiality confers the recompence due 
to virtue upon elegant and poliſhed vice ; and 
thus complaiſance is preferred to honeſt zeal, a- 
dulation to truth, and meanneſs to elevation of 
ſoul. The ſuperficial gift of pleaſing, as if it 
were ſuperior ta every other gift of nature, 
aſpires to all the favours of the crown, and gene- 
rally engroſſes them. From theſe premiſes it 


may be inferred, that partiality in the diſtribu« _ 


tion of favours is the ſure mark of a bad reign; 
and the prince who refigns into the hands of a 
favourite the honour of his crown and the wel- 
fare of his people, brings matters to this dilem- 
ma; he either ſets a ſmall value upon what he 

14 Con- 
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confides to his favourite, or he aſcribes to his 
own choice the power of transforming the ſouls 
of men; as if he were able to mould a ſtateſman 
or an hero out of a ſuperannuated ſlave or a a youth- 
ful profligate. 7 | 

That, ſaid Tiberius, would be an ebene of 
the moſt abſurd futility ; but employments a- 

bound in all ſtates, which may be competently 
filled by men of very ordinary talents, 
Not a ſingle employment, replied Beliſarius, 
wh does not demand, if not an able, at leaſt 
an honeſt man; but royal favour is little ſolici- 
tous about the one or the other: on the contra- 
ry, both are neglected, or, ſtill worſe, they are 
| ſure to meet all the little indignities of a ſcornful 
repulſe. Hence every talent dies in its bloom, 
and every virtue withers in the bud. Of talents 

and of virtues emulation is the vivifying foul; 
but partiality is immediate death. The ſtate in 
which this vice prevails may be compared to 
| thoſe waſte and deſolate tracts, where certain 
uſeful plants ſpontaneouſly ſhoot up, but are 
robbed of their nutriment by the briars and 
brambles that infeſt the land: and yet this image 


of phyſical evil does not fully expreſs the political 


miſchief; forunderareign of favouritiſm, the briars 
and the brambles are cheriſhed, while every ſalu- 


| "ey plant is eradicated and trampled under foot. 
| You 
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* You ſeem to aſſume, ſaid Tiberius, that- the 
ſovereign invariably wants a due diſcernment of 
ſpirits, and i: is never able to make a right choice 
of men. 

_ Rarely, if ever, replied Belideicr, inden 
that if the ſervants of the public were choſen by 
lot, it would be a more infallible mode of elec- 
tion, Partiality grants its favours to thoſe only 
| who intrigue for them: but merit diſdains the 
little arts of intrigue; and that manly pride is 
decyphered by court interpreters into neglect: 
the ſovereign, who therefore repays it with calm 
diſdain, while the aſſiduity of low ambition reaps 
every advantage. To a prince thus prejudiced, 

what acceſs can there be for the ſage or the hero? 

Can they degrade themſelves to the pliancy of 
flaves? Can dignity of mind ſubmit to be a. 
_cringing candidate for court-favour ?. If nobility 
of birth gives a title to approach the perſon of 
the ſovereign, what part is to be ated in a cir- 
cle of favourites, by truth, integrity, and ho- 
nour? Are they likely to excel in the dexteri- 

| ties of flattery and diſſimulation? W1ll they con- 
deſcend to pry into the paſſions of their maſter, 
and explore the ſecret propenſities of his heart? 
The characters of the ſycophant, the diſſembler, 
and the falſe friend, will be better played by 
| . who know how to touch the ſtring that 
1 | Wounds 
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| ſounds gratefully to the 9 ear, and to fly over 
that which will offend, - Virtue would appear 
_ aukward in the attempt. The favourite will ac- 
quit himſelf with grace in all theſe particulars, 
but ſtill it will ever be a million to one that he 
is unworthy of the diſtinction he enjoys. 
The favourite of a diſcerning, juſt, and equit- 
able prince, interpoſed the emperor, will, moſt 
Probably, be a man of integrity. 
In the court of a diſcerning, juſt, and equit- 
able prince, replied Beliſarius, there will be no 
ſuch perſon as a favourite; ſuch a prince will be 
worthy of friends, and he will have them: but 
favyour will do nothing for them. A faithful ſer- 
vant would bluſh to be ſo enriched.» If ever there 
was a faithful ſervant, the emperor Trajan had 
| ſuch a one to boaſt of in his miniſter Longinus. 
That true and worthy friend of his maſter was 
taken priſoner by the Pacians: the king of that 
people ſignified to the emperor, that, unleſs he 
naeceded to the conditions of peace propoſed to 
dim, the captive miniſter ſhould be put to death. 
And what was Trajan's anſwer? He left it to 
the honour of Longinus to decide, as Regulus 
bad formerly done in his own caſe. Behold there 
the model of public characters] Thoſe are the 
men J require! How glorious to be the friend 
of ſuch. a Prince ! I Longinus faw the bright oc- 
7 cCaſion, 
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caſion, and with a ſublime of virtue diſpatched 
himſelf, left pity ſhould take poſſeſſion of the em- 


peror, and incline him to an act of W or 


perſonal regard. 

I am overpowered by the weight of your rea- 
ſoning, ſaid Tiberius: yes, I now perceive, 
that the public weal, when rightly underſtood, 

gives no latitude to the affections of the ſove- 
reign : but are there no incidents unconnected 
with the intereſts of the people, in which he 
may reaſonably give a rope to his private af- 
| fetions? 43 
I anſwer in the negative, replied Bells: 
the prince has no poſitive unconnected intereſt; 
every thing is relative to the whole. The ſmall- 
eſt matters are of importance, and even the very 
civilities of a king muſt be addreſſed with cau- 
tion. Royal favour, it has been ſaid, is but a 
partial evil, and diſplays itſelf only in little things; 
but a deviation from the ſtrict rule of right, even 
in trifles, will ſoon become habitual, and from 
ſmall irregularities to great exceſs the progreſs is 
rapid. The circle of the ſovereign's favour en- 
larges itſelf, and to baſk in the ſunſhine of his 
ſmiles, grows a general deſire ; each courtier 
ſtrives to wriggle himſelf into favour ; and the 
fence thus thrown down, how ſhall a prince re- 
ſiſt the ardor of importunity, and the frequency 
F 6 e 
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of ſolicitation ? The fence that ſhould guard 
him, my beſt Tiberius, is a determination of 
the will to be always juſt and good. When a 
principle of uprightneſs is known to guide the 
choice of men, it muſt then be merit, and merit 
alone, that can hope for preferment. Talents, 
| exalted qualities, and eminent ſervices, form the 
| only admiſſible claim: the candidate for honours | 
muſt render himſelf worthy of them. Intrigue is 
diſcountenanced, and emulation is animated. 
Ambition is obliged to proceed by manly ways, 
and ſtarting at the thought of being detected, 
abandons her little ſchemes of perfidy and cun- 
ning. How different is the caſe, when the prince 
is under the influence of perſonal affection? To 
gain the aſcendant over that affection, becomes 
the buſineſs of all. He who poſſeſſes the arts of 
| inſinuation, and knows how to cabal with the 
ſervants of upper ſervants, purſues his drudgery 
through all its ſtages, and creeps up to prefer- 
ment, meanly riſing to ſplendid infamy. In the 
mean time the man of virtuous pride retires, and 
with the conſent of all, he is reſigned to obli- 
vion. If it ſhould happen, that for ſome impor- 
tant ſervice he is called from obſcurity, to make 
one in the glittering crowd ; or if it ſhould be 
neceſſary to employ him on ſome occaſion wor- 
thy of his abilities; ſanding unconnected with 
faction, 


- 
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faction, he finds all parties combined againſt 
bim, till at length it is viſible, that he muſt 
either debaſe himſelf, by countermining the dark 
_ deeds of his enemies, or elſe ſurrender to them 
at diſcretion. . The court where intrigue pre- 


 vails, is a wild uproar of paſſions, in which the 


ſtill voice of truth can never be heard. The 
public good is an unregarded thing, and per- 
ſonal affection is the fountain of all praiſe and 
cenſure ; partiality paſſes its decifions upon all 
occurrences ; and the prince, encompaſſed round 
with falſehoods, diſtracted with doubt, ſuſpicion, 
and miſtruſt, ſcarcely ever puts an end to the 
waverings of his mind, but to terminats in 


Why does not he 3 upon the evidence 
of facts? ſaid Tiberius; facts are obſtinate wit- 
neſſes, and the teſtimony they give is bold and 
loud. 
Facts, replied Beliſarius, are not ſo obſtinate 
as you may imagine; they take a new complex- 
ion from the contrariety of reporters. Every 
_enterprize is judged by its event; and yet events 
too frequently give.the palm to raſhneſs, and 
defeat the beſt concerted ſchemes of genius and 
ability. Men are often more fortunate than wiſe, 
and there are occaſions when the propoſition is 

reverſed. In either caſe, the characters of men. 
=: : | may 
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may ſuffer much from prejudice, and that more 
particularly in a court, where the colours of 
good and evil are all derived from the eee 
Fo opinions of party and faction. 

Juſtinian, in his old age, is a melancholy ec. 
ample, ſaid the emperor; he has been _— 

deceived ! 15 

Alas! replied Belifarins, who has more rea- 
| fo than myſelf to know what has been practiſed 
upon the credulity of Juſtinian ? Who is better 
acquainted with the ſnares that faction laid for 
him? It was faction ſent Narſes into Italy, to 
interrupt the proſperity of Beliſarius./ The em- 
_ Peror little imagined that a minifter of the finan- 
ces would be a dangerous rival of the general: 
but Narſes had his faction at court, and he ſoon = 
found one in the camp; a ſpirit of diſſenſion 
_ prevailed, and Milan, the bulwark of Italy, 
was loſt. Narſes was recalled, but too late; 
the tide of ſucceſs was now ebbing away: Milan 
had been facked, her inhabitants put to the 
ſword, and all Liguria diſmembered from the em- 
pire. That Narſes was pardoned by the em- 
peror, I moſt heartily rejoice ; for the life of ſo 
great a man, * we have one obligation, at leaſt, 
to the decline of all military diſcipline. In the 


In Bello gui rem a duce probibitam fecit, aut mandata non 


; AR 1. capite punitur, etiamſi rem bene Heri. Pand. Lib. xlix. 
it, 10. 


— 


Vvirtuous 
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virtuous days of the republic, for the compli- 


cated crimes of diſobedience, and the ſeduction 


of part of my army, Narſes would have atoned 
with his head. I was recalled in my turn. To 
ſucceed me in the command of the army, eleven 
chiefs, all jealous of each other, were appointed 
by a new-fangled party. Diſcord prevailed in 
their councils, and they were defeated. By this 
means, we loſt all Italy. The command was 
transferred to me, but I was a general without 
an army. TI was obliged to traverſe over Thrace 
and Illyria in queſt of ſoldiers. A ſcanty num- 
ber, not exceeding four thouſand, was collected 
together. With this raſh-levied body, who had 
neither eloaths, horſes, arms, or proviſions, I 
- marched into Italy. In this condition, what 
was to be done? With the utmoſt difficulty, I 

prevented Rome from falling into the hands of 
the enemy. The cabal at court rejoiced at this 
diſaſtrous proſpect of affairs: Things are going 
as we could wiſh, ſaid they; he is in the laſt ex- 


tremity, merely ſtanding at bay a little, to be 
preſently over whelmed in ruin. Amidſt the de- 


folation of their country, I was tle only object 
of their attention: to ſee my ruin accompliſhed, 


they would have compounded to ſee the ſtate 


- ſhook to its foundations. I demanded a ſupply 
of b and 1 was recalled, Narſes, with a pow- 
nu 
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erful army, was appointed to ſucceed me; and, 
beyond all queſtion, Narſes had abilities to juſ- 


= tify the choice. That he was named to the com- 


mand, was perhaps a public benefit ; but before 


I was wounded, the commonwealth received a 


ſtab: the ruin of Beliſarius was purchaſed at the 
expence of the ſtate, There lies the miſchief of 


party. To raiſe and overturn a ſingle man, an en- 
tire army, perhaps an empire, muſt be ſacrificed, 
Alas! exclaimed Juſtinian, I now perceive 
the treacherous arts by which your glory was 
obſcured. What an indelible ſtain to the em- 
peror, thus to have believed the e of 


your enemies 


My good neighbour, replied Belifarius, you 
are little aware of the refinement which court po- 


licy has acquired in the arts of deſtruction; you 
do not know the genius of intrigue, how ac- 


tive it is, how perſevering, how aſſiduous, and 


implacable. Reſpectful and obſequious to the 


ſentiments of the ſovereign, it manages with 
caution, and works its effect by degrees, like the 
drop of water that only oozes at firſt through its 


_ fence, ſaps on by imperceptible ſtrokes, and then 
in one ruſhing torrent bears down all. Cabal 
and party have this further advantage on their 
fide, that the man of honour is without diſtruſt, 
and of courſe without precaution ; he has no- 


thing 
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thing to oppoſe to the malice of his enemies, but 
his upright conduct, which is ever diſcoloured 
by envy, and his honeſt fame, of which the re- 
port that rings throughout the realm, expires 
and dies away at the gates of the palace. Envy 
alone is privileged within the verge of the court, 
and the character againſt which her ſhafts are 
aimed is ſure to fall a victim. In the courſe of 
human contingencies it cannot otherwiſe happen, 
but that every commander muſt experience the 
viciſſitudes of fortune, and find his train of vie- 
tory ſometimes interrupted; of every caſualty 
Envy takes advantage, and makes even acci- 
dents a ground of impeachment. Has the com- 
mander done all that was poſſible? He ought 
to have done better; any body but himſelf would 
have acted upon a different plan; he did not | 
make a right uſe of his opportunities. The 
charge againſt him is aggravated, and the good 
he has done dwindles into nothing. The re- 
ſult i is, that the man who. can be uſeful to his 
country, is the moſt dangerous perſon in it. 'To 
the misfortune of. the public, his downfal is ef- 
fected; and to their greater misfortune, ſome 
worthleſs wretch is ſure to riſe upon his ruins. 
Another concomitant evil is, that a deep impreſ- 
ſion is * upon the minds of men by the me- 

lancholy 
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lancholy proſpe& of virtue in diſtreſs, and-of 


vice exulting in proſperity, Public ſpirit grows 


languid at the reflection, that all the fine incen- 
tives of honour are extinguiſhed ; guilt is em- 
boldened, the evil conſcience forgets to bluſh, 
and exceſſes of every kind riot with impunity. 
Such are the evils that attend a reign of favou- 


ritiſm. Judge yourſelf, how ſuch a diſpoſition | 


may precipitate the ruin of the ſtate, _ 
Without doubt, ſaid Juſtinian, it is the moſt 


dangerous infirmity that ever biaſſed the mind 


of a prince ; but in an old man, who for thirty 
years has ſtruggled to no purpoſe in the ſtorms of 
fortune, and at laſt, in ſpite of all his efforts, 


ſees the tempeſt ready to burſt in ruin on his head-; 


in one thus worn out with age and troubles, may 


it not be deemed an excuſeable weakneſs, if he 


endeavours to ſweeten his cares, or at leaſt to 
alleyiate them, by indulging the private affec- 
tions? It will anſwer no purpoſe to be too ſan- 


guine in our hopes; let us not deceive ourſelves 


with flattering ideas of the public condition: even 
now the empire by its own weight 1 is tottering to 
its fall. By a length of duration all its vigour is 
exhauſted, and it muſt ſhare at laſt the common 
fate which brought the empires of Belus and Cy- 
rus to their diſſolution. Like them it has flou- 

riſhed 
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riſhed in ſplendor, and like them it muſt moulder 
into ruin. 

I am no fataliſt, replied Belifarius, | in ape 
to revolutions of government: that would be to 
give a ſanction to our preſent degeneracy of ſpi- 
rit, and make deſpair ſyſtematical. That all 
ſublunary things, and kingdoms amongſt them, 
periſh and die away, I am not now to learn; but 
that nature has traced the bounds of exiſtence to 
all its productions, ſeems a poſition rather pro- 
blematical. The body natural indeed has. its 
period when the animal functions decay, and 
calmly we welcome death ; but there never does 
occur a moment, in which it is allowed us. to 
deſpair of the commonwealth. The body- po- 
litic, it muſt not be diſſembled, is ſubject to con- 
vulſions that ſhake its frame, to ſlow diſorders 
that conſume its vigour, and to ſpaſms that ele- 
vate for a while, to plunge it into deeper dejec- 
tion afterwards. Activity, it is true, ſtrains all 
its efforts; repoſe is apt to relax; and civil con- 
tention breaks the conſtitutional ſtrength ; but 
not one of theſe accidents is mortal in its nature, 
Nations have been ſaved from the brink of 
deſtruction; they have emerged from the very 
depth of miſery ; and after ſtruggling through 
the ſevereſt criſis, have been reanimated to a vi- 
gour unknown before, The declenſion of ſtates 
18 
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ĩs not therefore marked out; the line is not drawn, 


like the limits of human life. Old aye is 


unknown to the body-politic ; it is the chimera 
of miſtaken theoriſts, The ſame ardour of hope 


that inſpirits the heart of valour, may extend its 


influence, and give animation for any length of 
time. The conſtitution of the empire is now 
enfeebled, or rather it has ſunk into a languid 


ſtate: but for every poiſon there is an antidote 


in nature, and it behoves us to diſcern it. 
Let us inveſtigate it together, ſaid the emperor; 


there will be ſomething ſoothing in the reſearch 
but before we think of the remedy, let us trace 
the diſorder to its firſt principles. —I am willing 


to- enter into the diſcuſſion, replied Belifarius, 


and it will furnith wn matter for our future 
Er yang RSS 4 RE 


CHAP. XI, 


HE next day, Jultinian was impatient to 
ſee Belifarius, He longed to have the veil 


torn off which hid the lurking miſchiefs of the | 


empire, and he preſſed with eagerneſs to the in- 
terview. Beliſarius dated his reflections from the 
æra of Conſtantine. How much it is to be 
lamented, ſaid the hero, that ſo enlarged a ge- 


n. with all that firmneſs and ſpirit of enter- 


prize, 
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prize, ſhould egregiouſſy miſtake the fitneſs of 
the means to produce the end deſired, and exert. 


for the extinction of the empire more vigour and 
activity, than would have been neceſſary to re- 
trieve its ancient honours | His new ſyſtem of 


government was a maſter- ſtroke of human wit: 


the Prætorian bands aboliſhed; the children of 


the poor and helpleſs adopted by the ſtate * ; the 
authority of the prefect diſtributed into more 
hands, + and weakened of courſe ; the lands 
upon the frontiers aſſigned to the veteran ſoldiers, 
who formed an Agrarian army for the defence of 
the empire; this was indeed a wiſe inſtitution, 
a large and comprehenſive policy. Why did not 


he adhere entirely to a plan ſo juſt and fimple ? 


He did not ſee, or was unwilling to ſee, that, to 
tranſplant the ſeat of the empire, it muſt be torn 
up by the very roots. In vain did he propoſe to 


himſelf that the city he was founding ſhould be 
a ſecond Rome; in vain was the latter deſpoiled 
of its richeſt ornaments for the decoration of the 
former; it was a mere theatrical ſhifting of 
ſcenery, the gaudy ſpectacle of a pantomime. 


You aſtoniſh me, ſaid Tiberius, interrupting 


* When the parent was unable to maintain his child, the ſtate 
took the charge upon itſelf, and the infant was educated at the 


expence of the public: and this law Conſtantine directed to be | 


engraved on marble, that he might perpetuate it through all 
ſucceſſive ages. g ; 


+ Zozim, lib, ii, cap. 33s 
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him; I was uſed to think the capital of the world 
more advantageouſly ſituated upon the Boſpho- 
rus, in the middle of two ſeas, and between Eu- 


rope and Aſia, than in the heart of Italy, upon 
the banks of a river, which ſcarce deſerves the 


name of navigable. 


Conſtantine thought as you do, replied Beli- 
ſarius, and he was miſtaken. The ſtate which 


is obliged to carry war into foreign territories, 
muſt be governed by a ſound internal policy, 


compact within itſelf, and eaſy to be defended. 


Such was the advantage of Italy. The hand of 


nature ſeemed to have made it a reſidence for the 
maſters of the world. The mountains and the 


ſea, which incloſe it, formed a ſtrong barrier 
againſt invaſion: guard but the Alps, and Rome 
was guarded too. If that fence proved too weak 
to repel the enemy, the Apennines afforded a 
ſafe retreat, and ſerved as a rampart to half Italy. 
It was there that Camillus gave the Gauls a ſig- 
nal overthrow and in that ſpot Narſes obtained 
his brilliant victory over Totila. | 


At preſent the empire has no fixed immoveable 
centre: but lies open and expoſed to all the aſ- 


_ faults of fortune. Aſk the Scythian, the Sarma- 
tian, and the Sclavonian, whether the Heber, 


the Danube, and the Tanais, are barriers to ob- 


ſtruct their march. On that ſide, Byzantium is 


our 
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our only fence ; that its walls are not in due re- 


pair, is not the circumſtance that grieves me moſt. 


When Rome was the ſeat of the empire, the 
eſtabliſhed policy of government was able to carry 
the vigour of its laws from the centre to the ex- 
tremity of the ſtate : all Italy was under its im- 
mediate influence, within the reach of the ad- 
miniſtration : the law gave the tone to the man- 

ners, and the manners in their turn made grave 
and faithful miniſters of juſtice. We have indeed 


now the ſame inſtitutions ; but as all is tranſ- 
planted from the place of its growth, the conſe- 


quence is, that every thing droops, as if regret- 


ting its native foil. The empire is not collected 


in itſelf, as it was before: it is enlarged, and 
thereby weakened. The national character has 
loſt its ſpirit: even the endearing name of Coun- 
try is gone from amongſt us. Italy was renowned 


for men who imbibed with their firſt breath the 


love of their country, and grew to manhood 
amidſt the exerciſes of the Campus Martius. At 


preſent, where is the cradle, and where the ſchool 
of warriors ? The Dalmatians, the Illyrians, and 


the Thracians, who are now mingled with us, 
are in fact as foreign as the Numidians and the 
Moors: no common intereſt to unite them in 


one common cauſe, no kindred ſpirit to actuate 
and inſpire them. Remember that you are Romans, 


ſaid 
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ſaid a commander to his ſoldiers, in the days of 
the old republie; and that ſhort harangue was 


of efficacy to brace their nerves for labour, and 


render them invincible in battle. What animat- 


ing topic have we to inſiſt upon? Shall we ſay, 


Remember that ye are Armenians, N. umidians, * 


Dalmatians ? We are no longer one body- politic, 


and there lies the cauſe of our debility. The 


projectors of our new ſettlement were not aware, 


that to form that coalition, that unity of intereſts, 
which we call our Country, requires the pro- 

greſſive toil of ages, the flow and imperceptible 
N working of ſentiment, habit, and opinion. Our 
new city was embelliſhed by Conſtantine with 
ſtatues of Roman heroes I but alas ! that policy 
was ineffectual, for the men whoſe images only 
were beheld by us, lived and breathed the flame of 
Liberty in the Capitol! The genius that * 


them, did not embark on board our ſhips; 
imported inanimate marble only. Paulus Emi- 
lius, the Scipios, and the Catos, are ſilent here 


and mute; they are foreigners at Byzantium ; 


but at Rowe they harangued the people, and the 


' people underſtood and felt them, 


I do not perceive, ſaid Juſtinian, but the em- 


pire, ſince the ſeat of government was removed, 
has enjoyed a truer ſtate of peace ang ſecurity, 


than it knew at Rome for a long ſeries of years. 


The people there had fallen into degeneracy, 


and the: s- ſunk Rn, in LO and rn 
tude... 


When the. adeiniffration/ is REY VS 10 im- 


proper hands, replied Beliſarius, the ſtrength 


a train of calamities muſt enſue. At Rome, 
however, nothing but one good reign was want- 
ing to recal the conſtitution to its firſt principles. 
Take a view of Adrian's adminiſtration ; the 
| ate ſeemed under him to riſe out of its ruins. 
Behold Marcus Aurelius upon the throne ;-to 
what an height of glory and magnificence was 


the condition of the empire raiſed by the conduct 
of that excellent prince! Roman virtue has been 
often eclipſed, but notextinguifhed ; whenever a 
prince appeared of a genius to rekindle the ſpirit 
of his country, the latent fire was always ready 


to mount into a blaze. But alas! every princi- 
ple of virtue is now deſtroyed'! the ſeed mult be 


ſown again; and that muſt be the arduous taſk 
of a long reign, founded in juſtice, moderation, 


and wiſdom. Nothing but a prodigy of this ſort 
can redeem us in this juncture. Our very vic- 
_ tories may be the ruin of the ſtate. We have 
an hundred enemies to cope with, and thoſe ene- 
mies have · but one antagoniſt. An idea is con- 
ceived that they may be all ſubdued; and yet 
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one is no ſooner cruſhed, but he riſes again; a 
freſh foe is ever ready to find us employment; 
and by a rapidity of ſucceſſion, they give breath- 
ing-time to each other. By this diverſion of our 
arms a conſtant alarm is kept up, and the ſtate, 


© thus diſtracted, grows feeble every day, The 
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march of armies to various and diſtant places 
conſumes our ſtrength; the vigour of our mea- 
ſures ſtrains every nerve, to relax us more in the 
end; and every victory is a wound which has 
not time to cloſe. Thus, after an exertion. of all 
the powers of the empire to maintain its own'im- 
portance, a ſingle day ſhall ſhake it to its foun- 
dation, and render the labour of twenty years 
abortive in a ſingle hour. Recollect how often, 
under the preſent reign, our ſtandard has been 
hurried about the world, from the Tiber to the 
Euphrates, and from the Euphrates to the Da- 
nube !] And now what is the conſequence; what 
is the fruit of ſo many victories, under Mundus, 
Germanicus, Salomon, Narſes, and myſelf, if 
1 may be added to the amber {- A peace is {al 
.we haye obtained. at laſt, ; ; 
And if our victories exhauſt us, Py wha em- 
peror, it is right to bring 1 to that con- 
Klon, 80 
To buy a peace, roplied, Belifarius, i is 50 the 
way to prevent the calamities of war, The ſa- 
vage 


BELISARIUS. 123 


vage of the North has nothing in view but boo- 
ty; and if he is ſure of gaining it, his motive to 


frequent incurſions grows the ſtronger. The 
' Perſian need only ſpread an alarm every year 
through our faireſt provinces in Aſia, and- he 


goes back Ioaded with our money. A new way 


of exterminating the plunderer, by holding forth 

the booty that invites him! The price of peace 

becomes the principle of war: and our empe- 

rors, by exhauſting their ſubjects, have pam- 
pered and inflamed the avarice of their enemies. 

Vou affect me deeply, ſaid Juſtinian; what 


bulwark would you oppoſe” to the invaſions of 


the enemy? A good army, replied Beliſarius; 
and, above all, a people free and happy. When 
the Barbarians ruſh into our provinces, they are 
attracted by the love of plunder; and though 
they leave deſolation and hatred behind them, 
yet their purpoſe is anſwered if they leave im- 
preſſions of terror alſo. The caſe is different 
with an empire that would maintain its poſſeſ- 
ſions in ſecurity. If it does not endear its govern-' 
ment to mankind, it may as well abdicate; for it” 
is a ſelf-evident propoſition, that” all authority 
founded on fear will grow weak at every remove 
from the capital, till at laſt, fading by degrees, it 
is loſt in diſtance. To rule by the medium of 
fear from Taurus to the Alps, and from Caucaſus 
G 2 


89 3 
k 


024 BELISARIUS, 


to the foot of Atlas, is an impoſkbility. in poli- 
tics. If the ſubject groans under the weight of 
his grievances, and power ſupports itſelf by the 
' ſweat of his brow, of what moment is it to him 
whether Romans or Perſians are his oppreſſors? 

The authority that burdens us will never be 


Well defended 3 and the nation that has not ſpi- 


rit to reſiſt oppreſſion, will crouch with 'tame 
> acquieſcence under the firſt deliyerer chat ap- 
pears, Would you give ſtability to government 
lay your foundation in the affections of man- 
kind; and the affections of mankind are ever 
arrached to the principles of humanity, of bene- 


ſicence, integrity, public faith, and zeal for the 


happineſs of millions. Thoſe are the virtues 
that command a willing people. The ſpirit of 
the conſtitution is then diffuſed over the whole 
dominion, alive and active in each diſtant part; 
the people are all as one hand and one heart, 
and every province is the ſeat of government. 
I ſhall have frequent occaſion to allude to my- 
felf, continued Beliſarius; and, my worthy 
young man, ſaid he to Tiberius, by appealing to 
my experience you have made all apology for 
egotiſm unneceſſary. When I had the conduct 

of the war in Africa, I conſidered thoſe regions 
as part of my native country. The regular and 
ſtrict diſcipline, which J eſtabliſhed throughout 


PF , N — 0 my 


my army, FR" the Fe Mankind, 
and attracted plenty from every; quarter. In a 
little time I had the ſatis faction of ſeeing my 
camp reſorted to as a ſanctuary by every various 
people, who crowded to my ſtandard and liſted 
under me. The day which ſaw me enter Car- 
thage at the head of a victorious army, did not 
hear a ſingle groan : neither the quiet nor the 
_ uſual employments of the citizens ſuffered on 
the occaſion z induſtry and commerce purſued 
their intereſts, as if it had been a time of profound 
peace; and in return for this benefit felt by all 


orders of men; it was in my power to become 


the king of a people who called me their com- 
mon father. The ſame happened to me in Italy : 
there the native inhabitants gathered about me 
in crowds, reſigning themſelves to the empire; 


at Ravenna I received the ſupplications of the 


Goths imploring their conqueror. to be their ſo- 
vereign. Behold. here the influence, the empire 
of humanity. Do not ſuſpe& that I am here my 
own panegyriſt ; all my merit conſiſted in fol- 
lowing the leſſons the very. Barbarians gave me. 
Yes, even the Barbarians can boaſt their Titus 
and their Marcus Aurelius. Theodoric and Lo- 
tila deſerved the love of human kind. Ye cities 
of Italy! exclaimed Beliſarius, what a contraſt 
have you ſeen; between us and the Barbarians! 
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326 LFELISARNEDS - 
At Naples in particular, my eyes beheld men, 
women, and children, ſlaughtered in one com- 
mon carnage. I flew to their aſſiſtance: I ſnatch- 
ed the unhappy, the innocent victims from the 
fury of an incenfed ſoldiery: but I was ſingle in 
oppoſition to them, and my intreaties were loſt 
in air: the men whoſe duty it was to ſecond me, 
were intent on plunder. The ſame place was 
reduced by the generous Totila. Thrice- happy 
Prince ! he had the glory of ſaving it from the 
ravage of his troops. His deportment was that 
of a tender father in the midſt of his family. Hu- 
manity cannot diſplay a ſcene more truly pathe- 
tie than this generous prince exerting his beſt 
offices for the Dee ol a people that ſurren- 
dered to his arms. It was the fame at Rome; 
that very Rome which ſaw the officers of the em- 
pire, in the midſt of all the horrors of à famine, 
carrying on the deteſtable trade of a monopoly. 
It was in this manner our enemies Conciliated 
the affections of mankind. Their juſtice and 
wy moderation hurt'us more than their valour. © 
Fo, on our part, did we counteract their 
virtues? In no ſhape whatever: the inhuma- 
nity, the avarice, and tyranny of our comman- 
ders leagued with the enemy, and ferved their 
cauſe. - I had no ſooner reſigned the command 
in 2 than the ſame Goths, whoſe * 
Crown 
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erown J had juſt refuſed, with one general con- 
ſent, with a kind of epidemic ſpirit, kindled to 
indignation by the malvesſation of thoſe who ſuc- | 
ceeded me, reſolved at once to ſhake off the 
yoke. , Hence the reign of Totila, and all the 
misfortunes of Italy. When I had ſubdued the 
Vandals, it was my ambition to ſettle terms of 
amity between the empire and the Moors; and 
1. thought J had ſucceeded to my ſatisfaction: 
but my back was ſcarcely turned when our ho- 
nourable-plunderers, our chiefs, who made war 
a gainful trade, our illuſtrious ſons of riot and 
let looſe the moſt horrible violence to pillage 
their cities and deſolate their fields. 'By deſpe- 
ration the Moors were ſoon rouzed to vengeance, 
and dur provinces were deluged with blood. 
Frem oppreſſion mee del. the bands 
of peace were rent aſunder. 75 

From the ſame cauſes in the nies of the em- 
pire the fame effects have been produced. Im- 
becillity in miniſters, avarice in proconſuls, in- 
humanity and deſpotiſm in the governors of ci- 
ties and of provinoes; theſe are the enormities 
which I have ſeen in every quarter. To theſe it 
is owing, that every department of government 
is now become an intolerable charge to the peo- 
ple. In order to enforce a. paſſive obedience un- 
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der the burthen, recourſe is had to meaſures of 
the moſt grievous nature: the militia has been 


adoliſhed, and fubjects have been excluded from | 
the ſacerdotal order: nay, the right of alienating 


their property has been wreſted from them; and, 


to crown the whole with what will ſcarcely be 


believed, they are deprived of the miſerable li- 


ed that, harrafſed thus cruelly, the people will 


| be reconciled to the yoke that galls them? Can 
there exiſt in their idea any ties of intereſt, or of 
duty, between them and their opprefſors?: The 


tort, is inſtantly proclaimed treaſon; and armies 


provinces. A new and cruel way of reducing 
mankind to obedience by their total ruin?! and 


then, of what uſe are ſubjects thus reduced; and 


broken-hearted under a load of grievances? A 
well- governed people ſhould be at once both ſpi- 
rited and complying ; both theſe qualities would. 


arrogance of little tyrants, who too often make 
the reign of a well-diſpoſed prince an odious 1. 
tem of cruelty and arbitrary power. 
It is upon miniſters, and all the little fubſti. 
tutes of authority, that a ſovereign muſt depend 


for the love or the hatred of mankind. He ought 


therefore 
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therefore to watch them with a careful and a 
| jealous eye. They are too often the moſt cruel 

enemies he has; for of all the evils that can at- 
tend a prince, the averſion of his people is the 
worſt, and yet that * brought upon him by his 
officers of ſtate. Whatever they dare for the gra- 
tification of ſpleen, pride, avarice; and their mean 
capricious paſſions, it is all, in miniſterial lan- 
guage, the direction of the fovereign'; it is for 
the ſupport of government, Though they are 
the planners of every pernicious' project, yet, in 
carrying it into execution, they are, if you will 
believe them, but ſervants of the crown; and 
thus the prince is made the involuntary uncon- 
ſcious ſcourge of a people he loves. My dear” 
Tiberius, continued the hero, if ever your royal 
maſter has the happineſs of embracing you as his 
friend, let it be your advice never to flacken the 
reins of authority, that all who are under it may 
feel the curb of juſtice. Every act of petty ty- 
ranny committed in the name of the prince, -is 
ſure to ſully the luſtre of his erown with the tears 
of the afflicted. Am evil adminiſtration is a libel | 
upon the character of the ſovereign. But when 
iniquity is controuled, when corruption is check 
ed, and the grievances of the ſubject redreſſed 
by a patriot prince, the complaints of injuzes 
men TIE indeed be addreſſed to ä but 
roms GG 1 uo 


130 BELISARIUS. 
no murmurings againſt it will ever be heard. T he | 
indignation of the ſubject will be pointed at its 
proper object; it will purſue the authors of pub-. 
lie miſchief, while the good and upright ſovereign. 
ſtill poſſeſſes the affeRions of a grateful people. 

| There is nothing, interpoſed Juſtinian, more 

| beautiful i in theory, than a prince attending to 


the movements of every minute wheel in the great. 5 


machine df government. But the objects are too 

complicated, and he would be diſtracted by the 

multiplicity of views. To hear the complaints 
of the ſubject, and to examine things to the bot 
tom, ſo as to decide in all caſes with juſtice and 
moderation, would indeed be an illuſtrious taſk, 
but it is greatly above the e of any prone | 
| whatever, xt 

Thoſe are the A of ificulty, replied 
- Belifarius, that are conjured up to deter him from 
| the taſk; but thoſe phantoms, when examined 
Wiu.cith a ſtedfaſt eye, diſcover themſelves to be 
mere mockery, and they vaniſh.. The art of go- 
verning, weſhall fee to-morrow, is by no means 
fo complicated, as politic men would make us 
believe. Farewel, my friends, You ſee how, of 
my own accord, I now engage myſelf more deep- | 
ly in this diſcuſſion than J at firſt intended. To 
rule ideal kingdoms is a kind of caſtle-building 
which the imagination of man is fond of indulg- 


ing; 
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ing; and there are few, I believe, who in their 


viſtonary reign and their dreams of power, do 


not, like myſelf, think themſelves capable of re- 
gulating the fate of empires. Political theories, 


faid Juſtinian, are often the delirious chimeras of 


the vulgar, but they are, at the ſame time, the 
noble ſpeculations of the ſage and the philoſopher. 
The emperor withdrew, deeply impreſſed with 
the reflections and the reaſonings he had heard. 
That very night at ſupper, it was obſerved by his 
_ courtiers, that the ſtate never knew a better or 


more flouriſhing condition. Without doubt, faid 


Juſtinian, addreſſing himſelf to the flattering train, 
the empire muſt be in a flouriſhing way, for you 
riot in abundance; it muſt be happy alſo, for 
you are diſſolved in eaſe and luxury. The peo- 


ple, in your eſtimate, paſs for a mere cypher, and 8 
the court with you is deemed the empire. At 
theſe words they all looked downabaſhed and dif- 


countenanced. The remark of the emperor was 


thought to proceed from that ſpleen which had of 


late overcaft his. mind, and which they agrced, 


-was entirely occaſioned by his late conferences 
with Tiberius. Tiberius, faid they, is a young 


zZealot, whoſe imagination is overheated with the 
enthuſiaſm of virtue and popular humanity. A 


man of that character is dangerous at court; he 


muſt be removed from the emperor's prefence. 
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court was hatching its deſigns; the blind 
old nd his two gueſts l the . 
of their. difcourſe.. _ .,_ ._ - 00 
The ſovereign, faid Belianius, eee to 
1 a real, and not a nominal prinee, ought to 
know how to reduce things to their moſt ſimple 
principles. His firſt care ſhould be to ene 
himſelf of the true intereſt of his people, and 
the conduct they expect he ſhould obſerve *, 
That alone, faid Tiberius, is a large field of 
_ contemplation. — But it is not a perplexed con- 
templation, ſaid Belifarius ; nothing ean be more 
ſimple; for the wants of an individual are the 
wants of all, and each of us knows intuitively, | 
what is good and fit for the whole human ſpe- 
if it were your lot to be employed in the labours 
of huſbandry, what would you expect from 
the benevolence of your fovereign ? — L 
Hould expect, anſwered Tiberius, ſecurity. for ; 
che fruits of my induſtry, and an unmoleſted 
right, after the dues * * crowW were men 
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enjoy my gettings with my wife and children, 


I ſhould deſire to be protected in my property 


againſt fraud and rapine, and to ſee myſelf and 
my family fafe from violence, injuſtice, and op- 
preſſion. Very well J replied Beliſarins; in 
that conſiſts the whole: every citizen, aceording 
to his diſtinctive rank, requires the ſame, and 
nothing more. Now the prince, on his. part, 
continued Beliſarius, what does he demand of 
his ſubjects? Obedience: to his laws, neceſ- 


fary ſupplies, and a proper force to: ſupport his 


own dignity, and the authority of government. 
— That again is ſimple and juſt, ſaid Beliſarius. 


With regard now to the people in their relation 


to one another, what are their reciprocalduties * 


To live in peace and harmony, to injure no 


man, to leave to every one the quiet poſſeſſion 


of his own, and in all tranſactions to preſerve 


an honeſt intercourſe and good faith. In that 
tate of the caſe, my worthy friend, ſaid Beliſa- 


| Waste an epitome of human happineſs: 


for that end you ſee that law has no need to be 
voluminous. Twelve tables, at one time, com- 
prized the laws of Rome; and that time was at 
leaſt as eligible as the prefent. What wie call juſt, 
issthe balance of what is uſeful, and the liqui- 
dation of what is coming to each individual fram 
the © aggregate of public — Let a adjuſt 
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this account; and the code which: dires-it,;need 
not be long. But equity is now embroiled with 
complications : it is ſwelled to an unwieldy fize, 
This miſchief is owing to the capricious detail 
of an arbitrary diſpoſition, which ſets up. its own 
_ caprice in the place of law, and then makes the 
law as vague und uncertain as that vy caprice 
_ itſelf :- it iscowing to a poor puſillanimity, that 
with ſollicitude is ever inventing new ſnares to 
entangle civil liberty: it is owing to the pride 
and jealouſy of power, which never thinks it can 
make its weight ſufficiently felt: and, in ſhort, 
it is owing to a vain deſire of ſuperintending a 
multiplicity of minute objects, which would all 
work themſelves clear, and be properly adjuſted 
without any ſuch ſuperintendence. A digeſt 
das been made in the preſent reign of edicts and 
decrees without number; but after all, it is the 
ſchool! for lawyers, and. not for the people; 
whereas it is the people who ought to be in- 
ſtructed in their duties and their rights. Every 
citizen ought in the firſt inſtance, to be an ade- 
quuate judge of his on civil conduct ; it is fit, 
_ therefore that every citigen ſhould know diſtinct- 
ly and with preciſion what is preſcribed, * for- 
bid, and g by the law. To this end 
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there need only be a few good laws, ſimple, 
clear, ſenſible, and eaſy in their application ta 
the'actions of men. This would facilitate the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and abridge. the detail 
of ſubtleties that now entangle it. For: when 
the rights and the duties annexed to civil con- 
duct are univerſally felt and underſtood, the ſub- 
ject exults in his ſecurity, and acquieſces in ſub- 
ordination: he perceives the aſcertained degree 

of political. liberty, which he gains in return 
for the reſignation of his natural privileges to the 
authority of the ſtate; and finding his own pri- 


vate advantage in the public ſafety, he learns to 


reverence the wiſdom of that inſtitution, which 
has united both in ſo beautiful a connection. I 


would aſk to what reaſon is it to be aſſigned, 


that the ſubject is ſo often refractory. to the au- 
thority of government? It is becauſe the laws, 
which limit and abridge the liberty of the people, 
are ever expounded with rigour; while, on the 


other hand, thoſe which favour natural freedom, 


receive too often a negligent, a temporizing con- 
ſtruction. But this abuſe would be effectually 
remedied by the fair ſimplicity of a popular code, 


or a ſyſtem adapted to the capacity of the whole 


community; from whence it would reſult, that 
the judges, obſerving mankind ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed im the rules of right, nay in a capacity 
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terminate law, would be upon their guard not to 
make it comply with occaſions, or to vary the 

"wr of it according to their ow diſcretion, 

Oft laws, which are deſigned to entrench upon 
the rights of the ſubject, thoſe that faſten upon 
property are the worſt, and moſt liable to abuſe; 
They are not indeed levelled at the lives and li- 
derties of the people; but the hands of the people 
are never tied up but with an intention to plunder 
them. Of the exceſſes, moreover, committed by 
the officers of the revenue, there is ſcarcely ever 
one that does not involve in it the crime of ava- 
rice. This them is the firſt object to which the 
ſovereign's eye ſhould be directed; it ſhould be 
bis firſt care to eſtabliſh the collection of his taxes 
upon the cleareſt and moſt intelligible ſyſtem. 
While impoſts are multiplied, and the laws * 
that eſtabliſh the taxation, continue vague, com- 
plex, and uncertain ; the adminiſtration of this 
Whole department will ever be captious, fraudu- 
lent, and oppreſſive. Theſe laws, therefore, muſt 
be rendered as fimple as poſſible; they muſt be 
penned with accuracy and preciſien ; and the tax 
enz that indiſpenſable demand of government t, 


. $ " imperatoribus get non lege ac rations, ſed arbitratu 
imperatorum preceſſerunt, Buling, De tribut. at veftig. P. R. 


17 Quonian geg ue quies hn armis, weoue W6rum we fine bie 
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thould be equal, eaſy, and founded in the fitneſs 


of things: it ſhould; be one general impoſt, 


and good purpoſes; and finally, it ſhould be uni- 
tythe which Sicily * paid with pleaſure to the 
Romans, or like that which was levied in Aſia, 
1 in proportion to the annual increaſe or loſs, 
and gained for Ceſar, the author of it, the af- 
fections of mankind. Were the finances thus 
regulated, fraud would not be able to entreneh 
itſelf in the labyrinths of law and the 4 abſurs 


cæareſt evidence of truth along with it, and that 


truth would draw the line to circumſcribe the 


by ceaſing 1 be dinge wud cxae o be de 


4 

e aware, aid 155 emperor, of the 8 
ing that encounters theſe principles : make taxa- 
tion ſimple, and you reduce it at the ſame time. 
I wiſh to do ſo, replied —— — 


0 1 4 ager Sicilie Decumanus.  Buling, ubj ſupra. | 
+ Vide App. De bello ci v. lib. v. Ero anni copia wel inopid, be 
xius (ex Aſia) vel anguſlius veftigal exattum eft, Dio. lib. xlv. 

t The emperors laid a duty upon urine, duſt, ordure, dead bo- 
dies, ſmoke, air, c. There were rights. of che turf, the high= 
way, ſhorage, duties upon carriages, beaſts of burthen, Sc, et 
qua alia a N Tacitus) eæactionibus illicitis aomina publicani in- 
Larerunt. ide Buling, * ms 

ſured 
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fumed Juſtinian, if the people are left too much 
at eaſe, by a natural conſequence they grow lazy, 
arrogant, rebellious, and I 
ous Heaven ! exclaimed Beliſarius; will aſſuring 
to men the fruits of their labour, give them an 
averſion. to induſtry? Will men become re- 


dels, becauſe their happineſs is ſecured and pro- 


moted? But the fear is, that they will prove 
arrogant! Alas! I know that little «tyrants 
would be glad to ſee them crouch like ſlaves un- 
der the maſter's; laſn. But I. would deſire to 
his conduct is free from reproach or guilt? There 
is no power on earth, but that of the laws: and 
of the legal ſovereign, to which an honeſt ment- 
ber of ſociety owes any deference. I would aſk 
further, will ufurpation be as ſure of having obe- 
dience paid to it, as will that mild authority 
which creates for itſelf a kind of paternal empire 
over the hearts of men, by works of beneficence, 
and by generous deeds that call for gratitude, af- 
fection, and eſteem ? Believe me, I know the 
character of the people: they are not what they 
are repreſented. Are they diſpirited, pay diſaf- 
ſected ? It is owing to their grievances. Is their 
temper ſoured ? and are they grown reluQtant 
to command ? It is becauſe they find themſelves 
far ever acquiring, and never ſure of poſſeſſing. 


71 
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In aber ſadneſs, this is the truth: but it is diſ- 
coloured with art; deſigning men dogmatize on 
the ſubject, and they endeavour to give their 
falſhood the air and ſanction of appearing ſyſte- 
matical. The principle upon which they ground 
themſelves is, that the race of man lives in ſub- 
ſerviency to a very ſmall part of the ſpecies, and 

that the world was made for the uſe of themſelves 
and a few leading men. It is an inconceivable 
pride, ſaid Juſtinian, and yet a pride too com- 
mon ta the human mind. Not fo: common as 
you imagine, replied Belifarius; we hear it in- 
deed often, but it is from men who are acting a 
part; it is a ſort of paradox in politics that never 
had one ſincere believer. I will venture to ſay, 
there never yet exiſted a perſon of common-ſenſe, | 
however eminent his ſtation, who upon a com- 
parative view of himſelf, and the people who ſup- 
port, who nouriſh, and defend him, did not 
ſhrink back with humility into himſelf; for he 
feels his imbecillity, his neceſſities, and his ſtate 
of dependence. His pride is a maſk, a mere 
aſſumed character; but the miſchief is, he is ſo 
practiſed in the character, that he has learned ta 
play it well, and to impoſe upon his audience. May 
Heaven preſerve your royal friend, my worthy 
Tiberius, from this fatal illuſion ! That he may 
be effeQually preſerved from i it, direct his atten- 
tion 
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tion to the early periods and primitive centos 
of civil ſociety : he will then obſerve three claſſes 
ol men, each ſubſiſting in a ſtate of mutual aid 
place, employed in the cultivation of the earth 
for the ſupport of life; the artificer, ſecondly, 
- whoſe occupation it was to give to the materials 
of the earth their relative forms and fitneſs for 
uſe; and, thirdly, the ſtateſman, or able politi- 
_ cian, who conſecrated himſelf to the arts of go- 
vernment for the good order and well-being of 
focietys” Tri this federal union not'one of the par- 
ties is uſeleſs or inactive: the advantage on - 
mutual ſuccour is' circulated in full exertion 
through all the members, according to the pow- 
ers of each; and thus bodily force, labour, and 
Induſtry, intellectual ability, the faculties of the 
mind, ſuperior talents, and eminent virtues, all 
conſpire and act in concert for the general good. 
This order of things, ſimple, natural, and 1 regu- 
lar as it may appear, is the true anal yſis of go- 
vernment: theſe are the original forms into which: 
dolitical ceconomy muſt reſolve itſelf; theſe” the 
Y firſt principles to which it is reducible. 
© You cannot but obſerve what an outrage it 
would be againſt all good ſenſe and order, if any 
one of theſe claſſes ſhould revolt againſt the 
Mo) you muſt ſee that they are. all equally 
_ dependant, 
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dependant, and equally conducive to each other ; H 
and that if a preference can be aſcribed to any one 
in particular, it muſt be to the huſbandman, in- 
aſmuch as the ſupport of life is the firſt great 
principle and deſire of nature; the art, therefore, 
that nouriſhes man muſt be the firſt of arts. But 
as this art accompliſhes its end by methods eaſy 
and ſure; as it is expoſed to no danger, and re- 
quires an exertion of the moſt common and or- 
dinary powers; it is right that the more delicate 
arts, which demand talents, virtues, and the 

moſt refined acquirements, ſhould meet with the 
higheft encouragement, For this reaſon, there- | 
fore, the arts that adminiſter to the firſt wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateſt eſtimation, 
and indeed they do not aſpire to it. But inaſ- 

much as it would be impolitic on the one hand, 
to over-rate them, ſo it would be unjuſt on the 
other, and repugnant to the intereſts of humanity, 
to degrade them into contempt. : 
Let your friend, my good Tiberius, be upon 
his guard againſt the approaches of this ſtupid 
diſdain.: on the contrary, it will behove him to 
cheriſh, as the nurſe of himſelf and of human 
kind, this too much deſpiſed, though excellent 
and beneficial branch of induſtry. It is. juſt that 
the people ſhould labour for the two other claſſes 
of n which co - operate with them for * 
Soo 
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142 B E LIS ARIUS. 
good of the whole, and contribute largely to vie 
| ſupport of that power which forms the defence 


of the community. The earth was ordained to 


ſupply the nurture of man, and to thoſe who en- 
creaſe its fertility, the firſt maintenance is due: 
this is juſtice: to the huſbandman; the ſtate, in 


rating him to the charges of government, muſt 
be careful ta lay the tax upon his redundances 


| only. If the {ole recompence of hard and unre- 
mitting labour were no more than the mere pri- 
vilege of leading an undeſirable and wretched 


life, the culti vators of the earth could no longer 

be deemed a part of the political aſſociation, but 
would remain in a ſtate of ſlavery: their condi- 
tion would be intolerable; they would ruſh from 


their rank, turn order into anarchy, or elſe put 


a ſtop to the propagation. of ſo many miſerable 


beings, and ſo annihilate the rank itſelt. 
It muſt be allowed, ſaid Juſtinian, that they 
are too much depreſſed; but happily little is 
wanting to that race of men, enured as they are 


to penury and labour! Beyond the excitements 
of appetite and the firſt wants of nature their 
ambition never riſes; let them have bread, and 
aft have content along with it. "is 
10 hy the ae my good neighbour,: e 


* This was a maxim bp Henry IV. of Frances and of all 


g90d kings. 


Beliſarius, | 
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Palffarius, one would imagine that you had lived 


your days in courts, for you are maſter of the 
language. What you have now advanced tings 
for ever in the ear of a prince, that he may be 
the more readily induced to pillage his people, 
and that he may do it without remorſe. The 
people, it is true, have not the inordinate wants, 
which luxury has created in the higher ranks of 
life; and therefore, they are more likely to be 
reaſonable in their complaints and their demands. 
The more frugal and modeſt their way of life, 


the more ſober and temperate their manners, the 
ſtronger is the preſumption that when they re- 


monſtrate their grievances, they do if with ſuffi- 
cient provocation. In the court dictionary, to 


want the neceſſaries of life implies the want of 


ability to maintain twenty uſeleſs horſes, and as 
many idle drones in livery: in the honeſt mean- 
ing of che ſimple huſpandman, {it is to want 


wherewithal to nouriſh a poor old father, bend- 


ing under years and infirmities ; to rear a little 
race of infants, whoſe feeble arms are yet unfit 
for work and to comfort a virtuous wife, who 
"i either breeding ot nurſing a new ſubject of the 
ſtate; it is, in plain rural language, to want 
theſe things, and to want, beſides, the proper 
ſceds to depoſit in ie ground, a well - ſtored gra- 
nary int an hard ſeaſon and a year of ſcarcity, 
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and in age and in ſickneſs theccomforts and the 
ſuccours which weary nature has occaſion for, 
Ohl my friends, is it not manifeſt that the fruits 


of agriculture are deſtined in the firſt place, and 


of juſtice due to thoſe who labour to make the 

L earth more productive? The deſtination is holy, 

and ſhould be kept more ſacred and inviolable than 
all the treaſure in the depoſitories of Janus. 


Alas J ſaid the emperor, there are times of 


public calamity, when government may exert a 


diſpenſing power, and ſtate-necefſity is then the 


law which eee NP 2000 und taxes on 


the people. þ | 
It ſhould be a case of the ative, 
replied. ' Belifarius ; every ſuperfluity ' ſhould be 


firſt brought into the common ſtock, all reſources 


ſhould be exhauſted, and no way left of faving 


che ſtate but by the ruin of the people. That 


ſtate- neceſſity I am a ſtranger to: the oecaſion 
for that diſpenſing power I have never ſeen *. 


But to repreſent things in their true point of 


light ; do you know where the miſchief lies, that 


makes the honeſt huſbandmen groan in miſery ? 


It reſts with that aged __ as it! is 3 


| * Marcus 8 in a he? exigence, _ 4 oyer- 
load the people with new taxes, ſold the furniture of the im- 
perial palace: Vuſa aurea, uxeriam ac ſuam ſericam er auream 
w:fiemy, multa ornamenta gemmarum+z ac per duo my venditio 
Hadira e. Aurel. Viet. 1 | . 


I | ; ; who 


. 
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who paſs away the hours in idleneſs and fiot : by 
them the whole burthen * is thrown upon honeſt 
induſtry. They reap almoſt All the advantages 
of the civil union, and yet contribute the leaſt to 


its ſupport; they do nothing for the ſtrength” 


and dignity of the government, which gives them 


ſo much eaſe and enjoyment. They repay no- 


thing for the benefits they receive, and yet in 


their caſe it ſeems a privileged, an honourable i in- 
ſolvency. Let this abuſe be altogether reformed : 


let the neceſſary charge of government fall in juſt 
proportions upon every member of the commu- 


nity; let it be diffuſed through all orders of men, 


according to the-means and abilities of each, and 
the burthen will then be light and equitable. 


What has not been attempted, ſaid the empe= 


ror, in order to eſtabliſh this juſt equality ſo 
much deſired ? + Have not the Decurions, who | 


were baſe enough, in the aſſeſſment of the cities 
committed to them, to over-rate ſome, in order 
to give undue exemptions to others t, been ad- 
judged by the law to be burnt alive? 


Alas ! replied Belifarius, I know that little fa- = 
vour is ſhewn to thoſe unhappy wretches, Fo or 


N en ner plurimi divitum quorum. aliens —_ retant. 
Salv. lib. iv. 


Proprietatibus carent ( we he et wefigalibus obruuntur. 
Idem. lib. v. De Gub. 5 is ; 
＋ Cod. Leg. de Annond, 


1 Code lib. i. de Genfibs 
„„ not 
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not ſufficiently grinding the face of the poor, 
they : are laid in irons, unmercifully ſcourged and 
buffeted, and perſecuted, under the name of juſ- 
tice, with every barbarity, till they envy even the 

lot of flaves * 3 But for the regents of pro- 
vinces, for proconſuls, and other miniſters, are 
there rods and dungeons ready? Suppoſing there 


were, of what uſe are pains and penalties, while 


the mouth of complairit i is ſtopped, and the cries 
of miſery are ſuffocated ? Let laws abate of their 
ſeverity, ſo they have a free courſe, and injured 


men are permitted to proſecute their legal remedy. 


| The liberty to complain of grievances, ſaid 
Juſtinian, has been the right of the people in all 
- periods. a 


It has ſo, replied Belifarius, it is a conſtitu- 


tional right; but the exerciſe of it has depended 
| upon the will and pleaſure of ſubordinate ty- 

rants, + Have not attempts been made to attach 
the perſons e of preſidents and preſects, that cities 
and]! rovinces might be at liberty t to appeal to the 
court for a redreſs of injuries, in which thoſe 
very men were either principals or accomplices ! 
And could any method be taken more ſure of 
procuring impunity for the offenders? The law 
| W 4 its miniſters + to prevent violence and ex- 


actions; 

o Tra rait? de ors, du gon. Fr, 3 5 
+ Trait de Orig. du gouv, Fr. | 
T 1llicitas exactiones, et wiolentias facts et extar tas metu ven- 

ditlents, Cc. probibeat preſes previncia, Pand, libs is tits 18. 


= uns a 89V 
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actions; and thoſe very miniſters are the party: 


| accuſed.- The law impoſes »A religious duty upon . 


the governors of provinces * to protect the weak: 
from the oppreſſion of the ſtronger ; and. thoſe 
very governors have at once the means of oppreſſ- 

ing, and even the power of doing it under che 
ſanction of that very law: which forbids them +. 
The law defines the | groſs: ſum of the; tax; but 
preſidents and proconſuls make the aſſeſſment up- 


on individuals t, and they never want ſophiſtry 


to give a colour to their exactions. The law 


gives a right of citing the tools n 
ments of the governor before the governor him 


ſelf | ; but from his tribunal: there lies no & ap- 
peal to the ſovereign; and. this, we are told, is 


grounded upon a maxim, that the prince raiſes 


none to that high ſation, but men of approved 
wiſdom and uprightneſs, who can do no wrong. 
But cannot the prince be deceived in his choice ? 
To truſt the welfare of a whole people to the 
promiſed faith of one. man, is a monſtrous ab- 


* Ne potentioret viri Litre] injuriis officiant, ad religionem 
prefidis provinciee pertinet. Ibid. 

+ Nui univerſas provincias regunt, jus gladii babent. Ibid, 

T Novell. 28. 

Det operam judex ut prætorium ſuum ipſe componat. Cod. 
Theod, libs i. cit. 10. 

§ Non poteſt a præ fectis prælorio appellari. Credidit enim prix 
Ceps eos, qui ob ſingularem induſtriam, explorata eorum fide et gra- 
uitate ad ejus officii magnitudinem adbibentur non aliter judicaturor, 
pro ſapientia ac luce dignitati, quam fene een Pand, 


lib, i. tit. 11. 
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furdity in governmient. Juſtinian was aware of 

this, and to reform the abuſe re-eſtabliſhed the 

pt=torſhip;*with full powers and inſtructions to 
eñquirè into the conduct and depredations of the 
governors *. But in doing this he created a new 
order of tyrants, whoſe reſidence i in the provinces 
gave an opportunity to corruption to 1572 
as it were by contagion, till they, who were 
meant to be the guardians of the people, became 
_confederates in profligacy, and encreaſed the 
number of vile uſurpers. Hence the impunity 
with which vice lords it through the empire; 
hence too, the ſhameful ene of relaxed 
and ineffectual laws ET. 

What would you do in ſuch a ROY faid the 
emperor ? I would liſten, replied Beliſarius, to 
the outcries-of the injured, and proud e 
ſhould tremble for its guilt. 1s 

There is, among the various inſtitutions eſta- 
bliſhed by the princes of the empire, one that! 
reverence, and fervently wiſh to ſee enforced ac- 
cording to the true principles and ſpirit of its de- 
ſign. When in the number of perfons, to whom 
the authority of government is delegated, I per- 


Ut prætor probibeat exaBfores tributorum ſuſcipere et exequi 
-mandata, que malo more a ſede prœæfecki exeunt, de muris reficiendity 
de viis fterpendis, et allis oneribus infinitis. Novell. 24. 
+ Vide Pand. lib. xlviii. Leg . Jul. repetundarum; tegs Cot 
| do annend, leg. Jul. peculatis. Cod, Theod, 4b. ive tit. 12. Cod 
Juſt, lib, 1. De cenſib. 
| | Ceived 
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BELISARIUS ww 
ceived a ſet of; officers. ſent into the provinces * 
with ſpecial powers to hear the complaints of the 
people, in order to tranſmit a memorial of griev- | 
ances to the emperor, I felt my heart expand 
with the ſpirit of humanity. My vows are of- 
fered up, my conſtant prayers, that the prince. 
may give that important office all its weight and 
dignity; that he may nominate to ſo glorious an 
employment his ſelect and moſt virtuous friends, 
the men.of approved integrity and honour ; that- 
amidſt the awful pomp of religious ceremony, he 
may adminiſter, at the foot of the altar, the ſo-— 
lemn oath, by which the choſen patriots ſhall 
bind themſelves to their ſovereign, . their coun- 
try and their God, never to betray the intereſts 
of the weak and helpleſs to the pride and arro- 
gance of domineering ſpirits; that he may each 
year depute this honeſt band as the guardians of 
our civil rights; and that he may as ſoon as 
their high commiſſion is executed, recal them to 
his preſence, leſt corruption have time to tamper 
with their virtue. Were things in this train, 
what glorious effects might be expected from 
ſuch-a' viſitation } The conſequences are now be. 
fore my eyes. Behold; on the arrival of the juſt 
and upright man, how: Liberty rears its head in 
the Provinces, a ſmiles content ! ww TROY 
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q BELISARIUS. 


and Oppreſſion look abafhed and tremble! Be- 
hold the governors, the proconſuls, and their de- 


puties turn pale and ſhrink at the tribunal of 
their judge, who is ſurrounded by a grateful aſ- 

ſembly of the people, and hailed as their father 
and their avenger! It is the complaint of kings, 


that the truth does not reach them! But oh, 
my friends } ſhe endeavours to make her way to 
them, and even to break through their guards, 


In defiance of ſwords and peril.” Let how eaſy 


might the acceſs be made! It would not then 
be the ſeditious ,outcry of a tumultuous people, 
but the calm remonſtrance of the wiſe and good 


offering up, wich reſpectful deference, at the 
foot of the throne, the ſupplications of huma- 
nity. How rare would be the flagrant outrages 
committed in the very name of the ſovereign, if 
- thus annually they were to undergo a ſevere and 
fri examination, while the ſword of juſtice is 


ready in the e s hand to fall on every 


_ -guilty head 


Of all ranks in ſociety, the. 9 ont FEY 1s 
that where licentiouſneſs and diſorder are likely 
to prevail with impunity. But let diſcipline be 


. enforced with due rigour throughout the army; 
let partiality never glide into the adminiſtration 
of juſtice; and a few. examples, ſuch. as Juſti- 


nian has held forth to the world, will controul 
the wildeſt and moſt daring ſpirits. 


BELISARIUS, rot 
To what example do you allude, faid the em- 
peror?—You ſhall hear, replied” Belifarius : i 
is, in my judgment, the brighteſt paſſage of his 
reign, The generals who commanded at Col- 
chis, had imbrued their hands in royal blood. 
The king of the Lazians, even then in alliance 
with the emperor, was inhumanly murdered. 
Without delay Juſtinian fent Athanaſius, one 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed fenators, with inſtrue- 
tions and full powers to hold an enquiry into the 
conduct of the delinquents, and after a full 
hearing, to pronounce judgment, and ſee the 
ſentence of the law executed on the guilty. Atha- 
naſius, who was now judge in the laſt refort, 
conducted this important buſineſs with all the 
pomp and ſolemnity the occaſion required. On 
one of the ſmaller hills of Caucaſus he fixed his 
tribunal ; and there,. in the fight of the Lazian 
army, the murderers of the king were beheaded. 
But commiſſions of this nature call for men ſu- 
perior to corruption, of which, indeed, the num= 
ber is miſerably thinned by the weak and prof: 
trate condition of the ſenate, 
How! ſaid Tiberius, are you a zealot for that 
deſpotic order, thoſe enemies of civil liberty, men 
of boundleſs arrogance in. power, ſubmiſſive to 


een and ever _ to enſlaye or be en- 
fHlaved? | 
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152 RELISARIUS. 
When I bemoan the want of a ſenate, replied 


. Beliſarius, I do not regret what it was; I re- 
gret what ĩt might have been. There is in every 


government a tendency to arbitrary power: for 
it is perhaps natural to man to ſet up his own 


| will. as a law to others. By their rigid behavi- 


our, their inflexible pride, and domineering ar- 


- Fogance, the ſenate made their adminiſtration 


oflious | and mankind, harraſſed out, began ta 


_ Canceive hopes that the government of one might 


prove more mild and. equitable; they preferred 


| It, therefore, to the tyranny of the few. The 


ſovereign, thus eſtabliſhed, grew jealouſly fond 
of the ſole authority, and upon the ruins of the 
ſenate he was determined to build up his preror 
gative. As he advanced in his encrc 


a panic ſeized the ſenate, and the whole order 


crouched at once with a meanneſs that exceeded 
even the wiſhes of the new maſter ! even Ti- 


derius bluſhed for their ſervility *. But it is 


eaſy to conceive, that the ſenate, when it loſt 


the power of doing evil, might ſtill retain that 


of rendering ſervice to the public ; that it might 
give to government an air of conſtitutional 
authority; and being an intermediate order 
between the ſovereign and the people, might 


connect and ſtrengthen the whole force of the 


community. And yet it is not in this view * 
n | » \ Tabily, Ann. lib, 5 Jo 


FEITSARIUS uw 


I regard che ſenate. I conſider it as a ſeminary 


of ſtateſmen and of heroes; where at all times 


might be found a ſet of great and eminent cha- 
racters, uſed alike to the ſword and to the ſcales 


of juſtice, diſtinguiſhed both in council and the 
field, and fully inſtructed how to give ſupport to 


government by ſalutary laws and military force. 
It is from that nurſery of men, all trained to 


truth, to knowledge, and to virtue, that the ſo- 


vereign would be always able to ſelect his miniſ- 


ters, his generals, his governors, and his of- 


ficers of every fort; Let there be occaſion now 


for a man of principle; wiſdom, and ability; 
where is he to be found? How is he to be known? 
Where has he diſtinguiſhed himſelf? Muſt the 
fate ofiai whole people be riſked: before he- ca 
have a decided character? Can a Regulus, a Fa- 
bius, o#a/ Scipio, be forined by the new inſtitu- 
tion of an imperial militia to dd duty about the 
palace ®? Inſtead of a public career of emula- 


tion, where the ſoldiery is enured to the exer- 


ciſs of arms, where talents enter the liſts; where 
virtue is called forth in open day-light, where 


the characters of men diſplay themſelves to the 


world; where the dann of genius are e, - 


3 


» This 1 1 con6ſted of the civil tee and 

the officers of the revenue, The ſenate Was merged; in it 1 by the 
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1549 BELISARI US. 
and abilities. preſs forward in the race of glory; 
inſtead of this bright ſchool of honour, all gene- 
vous contention is ſuppreſſed ; all employments 
_ of dignity, that ſhould be the reward of merit 
only, are given as a compliment to the acciden- 
tal circumſtances of birth, or partially dealt out 
by the hand of court favour. From this ſource 
ſpring all the evils, which, like a torrent, threaten 
5 to overwhelm the ſtate, | 
What would you adviſe, faid the emperor ? 
| When men have degenerated into vice and pro- 
fligacy; when the whole race is degraded, and 
after painful endeavours to appoint for the beſt, 
nothing great or good can. be ſeparated. from the 
general mals of the times; judgment then may 
be weary of deliberating, and he who finds that 
he chuſes only to err, may reaſonably deſire to 
wave the fatigue of thinking to no purpoſe. | 
That is conchiding too haſtily, replied: Beli- 
ſarius; though often baffled. in the choice, yet 
the ſovereign ſhould not be diſcouraged, Total 
depravity never happens); honeſt men are always 
to be found; and if not found, they are to be 
made. They will' be made, if the love of vir- 
tue, and penetration to diſtinguiſh it, ſorm the 
character of the prince. Farewel, my friends, 
the topic I have juſt ſtarted ſhall be diſcuſſed at 
eur next meeting; and it will be no unpleaſing 


2 ON enquiry o 


BELISARIUS. 155 
enquiry, if we find, as I think we ſhall, that to 
reform the worſt abuſes GI upon the voli- 
tion of a ſingle man. 

Beliſarius ſeems to reſt every thing upon the 
weak irreſolute will of the prince, ſaid Juſtinian 
to Tiberius: but can a mere act of the will be- 
ſtow diſcernment, or aſcertain a proper choice? 
Is he not aware of the falſe appearances under 
which men diſguiſe themſelves ? — That men 
will be born ſuch as you chuſe they ſhould, ſaid 
Tiberius, as if nature were ſubject to political 
authority, is a propoſition that embarraſſes me 
much. Vet Beliſarius has a large and compre- 
henſive mind: his years and his misfortunes 
have opened to him many veins of reflection; and 
it will be well worth while to liſten. to him. 


E HA P., XIII. 


N their arrival the following day, ther 
found Belifarius employed with his man. 
Paulinus, in the cultivation of his garden. Had 
you arrived, ſaid he, a moment. ſooner, you. 
would have learnt, as I myſelf have done, an ex- 
cellent leſſon in the art of governing; for no- 
thing bears ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to political 
economy as the management of plants, and my 
gardener, who is here at hand, reaſons upon the. 


matter like another Solon. 
H 6 As 


156 BELISARIUS. 
As the emperor and Tiberius were walking a 


turn with the hero, the young man ſtated to him 


the ſeveral reflections they had made, together 
with the reaſons upon which they founded an 
Opinion that he was wrong in his laſt propoſition. 

It is too true, replied Beliſarius, that a prince 
ſurrounded in his palace by a circle of courtiers 
and of flatterers, will have but little knowledge 
of mankind ; but what ſhall reſtrain him from 
breaking through the fence ? from being com- 
. municative and eaſy of acceſs Affability in a 
ſovereign is a purſuit after that truth, which will 
be diſguiſed by his flayves, but never with-held 
from him by the friend of the people, the honeſt 


huſbandman, and the rough veteran ſoldier. From 


them he will hear the voice of the public; that 
voice which is the oracle kings ought to conſult, 
the beſt, the unerring decider of merit and of 


virtue] Let that oracle pronounce what men are 


fit for ſervants of the ſtate, and an erroneous 
choice will ſeldom be made. To ſay the whole 


in a few words, the ſovereign's attention ought 
to be directed only to two objects, namely, the 


counſellors of ſtate, and the men who are to 
carry the plans of the cabinet into execution: 


if the former are fit for their high office, I will 


be reſponſible for the latter. The whole de- 
pends upon having near his perſon men worthy 


BELISARIUS rg 
of their ſtation, Theodoric had but one faith- 
ful adviſer, the virtuous Caſſiodorus, and the 
glory of his reign is known to the univerſe, I 


will take upon me to ſay, that even at eourt there 
are not wanting infallible criterions of honour 


and fidelity, Severity of manners, difintereſted 


conduct, the honeſt firmneſs of truth, a gene- 


rous ardour in the cauſe of innocence, unſhaken 
_ conſtancy in friendſhip, a zeal for virtue that ne- 


ver veers about with the gales of fortune, and a 
reverence for the laws; theſe are the features of 


character by. which a prince may know how: to 


diſtinguiſh. among men, and to determine his 


choice, Would you know the tokens which 
ſhould make him proſcribe men from his pre- 
ſence ? They are more. legible and certain than 
the former; for virtue may be counterfeit, but 
the character of vice is ſeldom acted. As ſoon 
as it appears, you may believe it genuine. For 
example, if I were a king, the man who once 
ſhould dare to talk with contempt of my people, 
with levity of the duties of my ſtation, or ſhould 
attempt to varniſh with flattery the abuſe of my 
prerogative, that man ſhould never rank in the 


liſt of my friends. Moreover, to an obſervant eye, 


that marks the ways of the world, there are ne- 
ver wanting certain traces of character, which, 
| ou the veil of diſſimulation, betray the ha- 
bitual 
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vs BELISARIUS. 
bitual ſentiment, and develope the inward man. 
I have heard much of the profound: impoſture of 
courtiers : but impoſture is as well known as 
candour itſelf ; and ſhould the ſovereign be im- 
poſed upon, the public voice-will undeceive him, 
Let him therefore give his eſteem and confidence 
to the worthy, and he will be properly informed 
in every delibcration : for truth and virtue will 
then ſit at his couneil- board. : 
But do you conſider, ſaid the emperor, what 
a number of the good and virtuous he will have 
occaſion for, that the free courſe of juſtice and 
the dignity of his reign may be ſupported in their 
vigour? Where is he to find the men to com- 
plete ſo honourable a liſt? 
HAuman nature, replied: Beliſarius, will always 
ſupply him. Let ſovereigns know how to uſe 
them, and ſhe will never be defective.— And to 
direct that uſe, ſaid Juſtinian, can there be a 
better rule than that of wholeſome and ſalutary 
laws ?— That will go a great way, replied Beli- 
ſarius; but it is not all: the manners are not, 
in many inſtances, within the controul of law. 
And how then, ſaid Juſtinian, are inveterate 
| Habits, to which time has given a kind of pre- 
ſcription, to be effectually changed: 
My gardener will inform you, replied Beliſa- 
rius. Here, Paulinus; when a noxious herb 
we | ſhoots 


FEEL PSMA GUS ww 


ſhoots up among your plants, what do you do? - 
I take it up by the root, anſwered the honeſt 


gardener. — But why, inſtead of weeding it, 
don't you lop it? — Why, it would: ſprout 
again, and there would be no end of the trouble: 
and beſides, good fir, it is at the root it ſucks 
in the juices of the earth, and that it is our bu- 
ſineſs to prevent. — You hear him, my friends, 


faid Belifarius ; he has given you an abridgment 


of the law. The law, it is true, retrenches, as 
far as it is able, the crimes of ſociety ; but the 
vices that give birth to thoſe crimes are ſuffered 


to remain, whereas they ought to be weeded and 


torn up by the root. Nor is that an impracti- 


eable ſcheme-: for all vices, at leaſt thoſe. of the 


court, have one common root, and grow out of 
the ſame ſeed—And what is that, pray, ſaid. Ti- 
-berius? — Inordinate deſire, replied. Beliſarius: 


and whether that deſire be underſtood: to import 


 avarice, that loves to hoard, or rapacity, that 
delights in ſquandering; there is nothing ſordid 
and unworthy but what ſprings from that ſource, 
Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingyatitude, envy, 
' malice, and all the vices that make the gradation 


to the higheſt iniquity, are modes of the ſame 


depravity of heart, that breaks out in every ſpe- 


cies of meanneſs and of pride. It goes on in a 


courſe of depredation upon mankind, and with 


the. 


. 
Tis 
3 4 


wo BELISARIUS 
the ſpoils of the weak pampers itſelf in riot, 
voluptuous enjoyment, and every ſort of pröfli- 
gacy and corruption. Thus the love of riches 
infects the whole ſyſtem of the manners. Does 
it kindle ambition? Perfidy and fraud are mingled 
with what otherwiſe might bela noble paſſion. 
courage ever grafted upon covetouſneſs? From 
the ſtock on which it grows, even courage ſhall 
derive the pernicious qualities that debaſe it into 
a vice. The moſt brilliant talents are. by avarice 

tinged with the ſtain of venality; and the ſou], 
which is enſlaved by it, is for ever ſet up to auc- 
tion, to be bought by the higheſt bidder; - - 
From this ſource, this fatal defire of amaſling 
wealth, ſpring all the crimes that-diſturb! the 
community. Of this vice; whoſe tyranny afflicts 
the univerſe, Luxury is the parent ; for, to make 


its genealogy clear, Luxury engenders various 


wants: by theſe Avarice is begot; and Avarice, 

to gratify her purpoſes, is obliged to league with 

Oppreffion. From hence it is clear, that to lay 

the axe to the root of the miſchief, we muſt begin 

with Luxury: there muſt commence the ann 
revolution in the manners. 

But that, ſaid the emperor, will has: 8 
war with an hydra; one head is ſtruck off, and 
thouſands grow in its room. To uſe a compari- 
ſon more analogous; Luxury is a Proteus, which 

ü 5 | 15 
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different ſhapes. I will go farther, ſaid the em- 
peror: the cauſes and the effects of luxury, its 
connexions and its intereſts, form a ſyſtem ſo 


compounded of good and evil, that, were it 


poſſible to reſtrain or to deſtroy it, I ſhould much 
doubt whether the former would be endured, or the 
latter prove in the end an advantage to the ſtate, 
1 grant you, replied: Belifarius, that luxury 

in the ſtate is like a ſet of wicked and evil men 
who have entrenched themſelves in great con- 


nexions : meaſures are kept with them in the be- 


ginning on account of their party; but in the 


end they are proſcribed and baniſhed as enemies 


of the ſtate. I ſhall not, however, go ſo far; Let 
us ſet out with facts, which I myſelf have ſeen. 
Luxury, it has been ſaid, is of uſe in capital ci» 


ties. I do not believe the poſition: but, be that 


as it may, in a camp I am ſure it is pernicious. 
When Pompey obſerved the ſoldiers of Cæſar 


living upon roots that grew wildly in the fields, 


They are, ſaid: he, an herd of brute beaſts; he 


ſhould have ſaid, They are men. The primary 


quality of a general is to hazard his life; the ſe 
cond, to circumſcribe his paſſions and his wants 
within the bounds of reaſon and of nature; and 
this laſt, to the man enervated by voluptuous in- 


dolence, will be a tak of: the moſt difficult ſelf- 


denial, 
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162 BELISARIUS. 


denial. The people that ſhall endeavour, amidſt 
the rough ſcenes of war, to enjoy the ſofter de- 


licacies of peace, will ſtrive to reconcile two 
things wholly incompatible, and will neither be 


able to bear proſperity nor the reverſes of for- 


tune. To be victorious will not anſwer their 
Purpoſe; they muſt riot in abundance; and 
| ſhould that happen not to be the conſequence, 


even victory will loſe its charms. The camp 


where frugality and ſober manners prevail, will 


de full of ſpirit and manly vigour ; it will be, as 


I may ſay, on the wing; while the army which 
is diſſolved in luxury grows ſluggiſh, daſtardly, 
and inactive. By temperance all the advantages 
of inward ſtrength and outward reſource are ma- 
naged and ſecured; and, on the other hand, 
they are all thrown away by prodigality, till, at 
length, deſolation, famine, pale diſmay, and 


ſhameful flight, conclude the war with infamy 


and diſgrace. To the people ſoftened by effemi- 
nacy, every enterprize appears above their 
ſtrength; the principle of valour may remain, 
but the power of executing is gone; and the 


enemy that knows how to harraſs and fatigue 
need not endeavour to vanquiſh : the delays of 


war will have the efficacy of ſo many battles. 


Nor does the whole miſchief of luxury conſiſt 


in waſting the vigour of the body; it trikes,cor- 


ruption 


B E LIS ARIUS. 163 

ruption to the very ſoul. The man of wealth 
and affluence,: who leads pleaſure and luxury in 
his train, diffuſes a contagion through the camp j | 
and the ſoldier of fortune, aſhamed to be outdone 
by his equal in the army, becomes his competitor 
in profligacy, and, for a ſhew of vain-glory, in- 
curs real diſhonour. To riches and ſplendor of 
appearance eſteem is offered up as a tribute, 
while poverty falls into contempt, and ſober vir- 
tue is abaſhed by ridicule; then farewell to all; 
there can be no deeper perdition. This, my 

friends, is not a fictitious account of luxury; it 
is the hiſtory of what I have ſeen, 

I know full well, faid Tiberius, that you 
baniſhed it from your armies :—pray inform me 
how was that accompliſhed ? —Without any 
kind of difficulty, replied Beliſarius: I caſhiered 
it from my own tent, and made it appear through» 

out the ranks in a contemptible light. Againſt 
the venom of pride, contempt is a powerful anti- 
dote! I had learned that a young Afiatic had 
uſhered into my camp the ſoft indulgences of his 
native clime; that he repoſed himſelf under a 
purple pavilion, and drank out of golden goblets ; 
that his table ſmoaked with the rareſt diſhes, and 
ſparkled with the moſt exquiſite wines. I invited 
him to dine with me, and in the preſence of his 
.comrades, Young man, ſaid I, you fee. we live 
3 here 
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164  BELFSARIUS, 
| here upon homely fare; we are often worſe 
ferved, and it is what we have to expect, for in 
the race of glory it is our lot very often to want 
bread. Your delicacy, take my word for it, will 
meet ſrequent diſappointments in this hardy 
courſe of life, and therefore I would adviſe you 
to take your leave of the army. He received this 
reproach. with due ſenſibility, made an apology 
for his conduct, and diſcharged his · retinue. 
And was that admonition. ſufficient? interpoſed 
Tiberius. Without doubt it was, replied Beli- 
ſurius; for my on example gave weight to my 
precepts; and, beſides, the character of irreſolu- 
tion never belonged to me. But ſurely this ſe- 
verity of: life: muſt have occaſioned great com- 
plaints : When the law is equal and expe- 
dient,, it is obeyed without murmuring.— Very 
ue; but to be humbled to the level of che poor, 
muſt have been an hardſhip upon the rieh man. 
— That may poſſibly be the caſe; but to coun- 
ter- balanee that inconvenience, it was agreeable 
to the poor man to ſee the rieh undiftinguiſhed ; 
and the poor in all quarters of the world are the 
| greateſt party. Ves; but in courts the rich 
have the ſtrongeſt influence. They have ſo, and 
they revenged themſelves by my ruin: and yet, 
far from repenting, I ſhould act in the very fame 
manner again; for the vigour of the foul, like 
2 that 
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that of the body, is the reſult of temperance. 
Without temperance, there is nothing generous 
and diſintereſted ; and without diſintereſtedneſs, 
not a ſingle virtue. I enquired of a ſhepherd one 
day why his dogs were ſo faithful: Becauſe, ſaid 
he, they live on bread. Had they been nouriſhed 
with fleſh, they would be no better than 
wolves. I was much ſtruck with this reply. In 
general, the ſureſt way to controul the progreſs 
of vice, is to retrench the wants occaſioned by 
evil habits. —All this is practicable in an army, 
ſaid the emperor, but merely viſionary, nay im- 
poſſible, in a ſtate, Between civil inſtitutions 
and military law there is a wide difference ; by 

the latter, liberty is much abridged it is fetter- 
ed with ſtrict limitations. No law whatever re- 
ſtrains a member of ſociety from enriching him- 
ſelf by fair and honeſt means; and when wealth | 
is acquired, no law can diveſt him of the right 
of diſpoſing: of it, or prevent a quiet enjoyment 
of his property. It is the fruit of his induſtry, 
his labour, and his talents, or it was tranſmitted 
to him by his anceſtors. He is at liberty to diſſi - 
pate, or to gratify his avarice by concealing his 
treaſure. I ſubſcribe to what you ſay, ſaid Be- 
liſarius. I go ſtill further, continued the empe- 
ror: if the riches of the community are engroſſ- 
ed by a particular claſs of men, it is fit that they 
| ſhould 
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| ſhould be diffuſed, and that labour and induſtry. 
| ſhould derive their ſhare from the hand of idle- 
neſs, —I concur with you in that alſo, ſaid the 
hero.—TI will add, reſumed Juſtinian, that ſen- 
ſuality, oftentation, ſplendor of appearance, the 


caprices of taſte, the coquetry of faſhion, the re- 


finements of effeminacy, and the whims of vanity, - 


are all little blemiſhes in the manners, which the 
policy of every ſtate connives at, and of which, 


without a degree of tyranny, no law can take 
cognizance. Heaven forbid, ſaid Belifarius, that 
I ſhould deſire to bring down the weight of law 


upon matters of this ſort !—Now then you ſee, 
continued the emperor, that luxury ſtands pro- 
tected by all that is held ſacred and inviolable 


amongſt men, by Liberty, by the rights of pro- 


perty, and, I may add, public utility. I agree to 
all, ſaid Beliſarius, except that laſt point. To 


clear that from objections, ſaid the prince, you 


will allow that luxury animates the arts, and 
| bids them thrive and flouriſh ; that it encourages 
induſtry, and excites a ſpirit of activity and emu- 
lation, offering to the habit of indolence and the 
love of idleneſs new incentives of defire, artificial 
wants, and ſtudied gratifications. 


I allow, faid Beliſarius, that luxury, for en 


ts have been addicted to it, has its allurements 


-and that it is profitable to the men who ſtudy. 


to 


to heighten thoſe allurements, that gratify deſire : 
that the law ſhall leave that commerce free and 
open, I likewiſe admit. Is not this what you 
contend for? | 

I contend for ſomething further, ae the 
emperor; I maintain, that the advantage ſpring- 
ing from luxury, by progreſſive degrees, diffuſes 
itſelf through every claſs of the community, even 


down to thoſe who work and labour. It is bene- 
ficial to them, for it. opens a vent for their 
commodities, and yields a quick return for their 


induſtry, 

It is upon this point, ſaid Baliſarive, that ap- 
pearances miſlead you: for that which comes to 
the ſhare of the labouring man from the hand of 
prodigality, only reverts back to the original 
owner: it was firſt taken from him by avarice 


and if it return to him, it is becauſe luxury can, 


not prevent it. Recal to mind the idea which 
I formerly ſuggeſted, of the primitive ſtate of ſo- 
ciety : what is the end it has in view? Is it not 
to render man uſeful to man? And in that ſyſtem, 
is not the right which one man has to the labours 
of another, founded on reciprocal conditions ? 
If ſo, what muſt be ſaid of him, who employs 


thouſands to anſwer the multiplicity of his wants, 


without contributing on his part to the ſervice 
of others ? He is like a ſterile and pernicious 
herb 
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168 BELISARIUS. 

herb that grows to ſeed in a field of wheat. Suck 
is the rich man who loiters his days in idleneſs 
and luxury, For him the buſy part of ſociety 
are at work; and with a cold diſregard he re- 
_ ceives the products of their labour, as a tribute 
due to him. To ſupply his defire, and admini- 
ſter to his pleaſures, ſeems the employment of all 
nature ; the elements, the moſt exquiſite viands, 
the arts, and the choiceſt efforts of invention, are 
all his. He partakes of all, and is unconducive 
himſelf to any uſeful end; he engroſſes from the 
public ſervice a number of hands for his own 
purpoſes. He does the duty of none, and dies 
at laſt without leaving any void, but that of 

the good things he has conſumed. 
I am not clear as to this point, ſaid Tiberius; 
for it ſeems to me that he is not altogether ſo 
great an incumbrance as you imagine. For if 
he does not throw the fruits of his own talents 
into the general fund ; if he does not impart to 
the public his own activity and powers ; yet he 

circulates his money, and that does full as well. 
Hold, my young friend, faid Beliſarius; money 
is a mere ſymbol of valuation, a general ſtandard 
denoting the worth of the thing we receive, and 
a pledge for the return of it. It anſwers the pur- 
poſes of natural commerce, and gives facility to 
traffic between man and man; but he, who in 
3 5 the 
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the courſe of that trafic gives only the ſymbol, 
and never parts with the reality, breaks the true 
law of commutation, in order to poſſeſs himſelf 
of that for which he never pays in kind. The 
pawn which he depoſits, diſpenſes with the con- 
tract, inſtead of binding it cloſer. Let the ma- 
giſtrate keep painful vigils for the public ſafety; 
let the ſoldier fight the battles of his country; 
and let the huſbandman and artificer work inceſ- 
ſantly; the right of the rich man to their joint 
ſervices, is annually renewed, and his privilege 
to be inſignificant, is ſtamped upon his gold. 

In this manner, ſaid Tiberius, the world is 
hired in the ſervice of opulence. It is fo, my 
young friend, continued Belifarius ; and the rich 
man is at no other trouble than that of paying in 
the detail to the whole community, the wages of 
their ſervitude. —But ſhould there be ſuch a ſtate 
of ſervitude ? enquired Tiberius. Why ſhould 
any government endure theſe men of overgrown 
opulence ?—Becauſe, replied the hero, the law 
ſecures to every individual the poſſeſſion of the 
property he has acquired; and nothing can be 
ſo juſtly acquired, as the fruit of labour, induſtry, 
and knowledge. With the liberty of acquiring, 
the right of poſſeſſing is naturally connected; 
and property, as well as liberty, is a civil right 

e 5 not 


199  DELISARIVUS. 
not to be violated &. It is, without doubt, an 
evil, that the opulent ſhould have it in their power 
to throw the whole load of their own exiſtence, 
and that of their train, upon the community; 
but it would be a more crying evil, were the 
principles of emulation ſuppreſſed, and induſtry 
diveſted of a ſecure title to its poſſeſſions. Let 
us therefore not complain of incurable evils. 
As long as there are degrees of activity, induſtry, 
and c õοοꝓꝑr, there will alſo be degrees of hap- 
pineſs and inequality in the conditions of man- 
kind. The more flouriſhing the ſtate, the more 
ſtriking will that inequality be; and yet to level 
thoſe conditions, is a power that no legiſlature 
will uſurp, | 155 15 
Let us avow then, faid the emperor, that 
luxury has its uſe; for it tends, by its wants 
and its expences, to compound with the public 
for the very inequality complained of. In other 
words, luxury exhauſts its own riches, and bids 
them flow among the people. I acknowledge 
it, replied Belifarius, riches ſhould have as many 
vents as poſſible through which to diffuſe them- 
ſelves abroad, I do not mean to argue that the 


A philoſopher at Athens found a treaſure that had been hid 
in his ground. He wrote to the emperor 1'raian, I have f, 
& treaſure, Trajan anſwered that he had nothing to do but tv 
en,oy it. [tis too much for a phil:ſ-pher to uſe, replied the other. 
Thea make a wrong uſe of it, ſaid the prince. Alexander Se- 
verus thought the ſame. wee | 
| man 
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man of affluence Should be obliged to hoard his 
riches, or that any rule of policy ſhould preſcribe 
the uſe to be made of them. The law, I have 
already ſaid, ſhould content itſelf with charging 
the public with the neceſſities of government: 
Farther than this it ſhould net go; the reſt of 
every man's acquiſition ſhould be left unexciſed, 
in ſuch manner that the ſtate ſhould draw its ne- 
ceſlary ſupplies from the ſuperfluity of its ſub- 
jets. Opinion will do the reſt. —Opinion ! 
ſaid the emperor Ves, opinion, replied Beli- 
 farius.: that and that only, without conſtraint 
and violence, will arrange all things in their 

proper order; and it is thence alone that we are 
to expect a revolution in the manners. 

A revolution of this ſort appears di cult to 
you': but it depends intirely upon the will and 
the example of the ſovereign. Let him be equal 
and impartial to merit; let the man of modeſt 
reſerve and ſimplicity of manners be ſure of the 
beſt reception at court; let the prince proclaim 
his contempt of oſtentatious expence, and emaſ- 
culating luxuries; let him behold with an eye of 
diſdain the ſlaves of luxury; let him view with 
regards of chearfulneſs and reſpect, the men who 
labour for the public good, and the court will 
foon take the tone of ſimple manners, ennobled by 
wiſdom and frugality, Oſtentation will no lon- 
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ger be honourable, it will not even be decent. 
A becoming auſterity of life will take the place 
of licentiouſneſs ; every thing frivolous will give 
way to wiſdom ; perſonal merit will be the beſt 
letter of recommendation, and pomp and vanity 
will be left to the empty pleaſures of ſelf- ap- 
plauſe. Oh! my friends; how rapid would be 
their fall! You know how docile and imitative 
the metropolis is | how eaſy to be moulded to 
the example of the court ! That which grows 
into eſteem is ſoon in ſaſhion. The good old 
frugality once reſtored, Diſintereſtedneſs would 
follow, and bring in her train heroic manners. 
The man of ability to be uſeful, perceiving in- 
ordinate deſires no longer in vogue, and freed 
from the debaſing wants of luxury, would ſoon 
find the ſentiments of honour taking root in his 
heart; the love of his country, and an ardour 
for glory would warm the breaſt of freedom, and 
emulation would kindle up its generous flame, 
Alas! did the ſovereign know his aſcendant over 
the minds of men, with what facility he can 
mould them to his will, he would enjoy it as his 
ſweeteſt power, his beſt and molt reſpectable pre- 
rogative ; and yet it is the only regal attribute 

of which he is entirely ignorant. 
By what influence, ſaid Juſtinian, ſhall the 
ſovereign be able to controul a taſte for amuſe- 
5 ment, 
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ment, the love of pleaſure, and the luſt of mo- 
ney ? Of what conſequence is it to him, whoſe 
every ſenſe is intoxicated with voluptuouſneſs, 
whether the court approves or cenſures his con- 
duct? Will the prince be able to reſtrain the 
man, whoſe power of wealth is great, from mak- 
ing his own uſe of the induſtrious ? Can he hin- 
der him from being encompaſſed with delights ? 
from making the arts ſubſervient to his gratifi- 
cations ? No, replied Beliſarius: but if it be 
agreeable ,to the ſovereign, he can brand effemi- 
nacy with ſhame, and indolence with contempt : 
be can exclude diſſipation, vice, and incapacity, 


however wealthy, from the firſt offices of the 


ſtate. It will depend upon him to make the true 


comforts of life and every rational enjoyment the 


ſure attendants of a good and reſpectable charac- 


ter; he can give them to merit, and he can, 


moreover, take from luxury all its pride and oſ- 
tentation, till it feels itſelf the object of con- 
tempt. This will almoſt complete the work: 
for when luxury is thus reduced, honeſty will no 
longer be depreſſed, nor will virtue ſuffer indig- 


nity. There will be other rewards, of which 


riches can never be the ſubſtitute. The eſteem 
of the public, dignities, and honours, will be the 
price of merit. Gold will not be able to cover 
over ſhame and infamy, and the little ſpirit in 
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174 BELL ARITI UAS 
vain will flutter in pomp and ſplendid ornament. 
Believe me, my good friends, take pride from 
luxury, and you difarm it. All its refined ſen- 
fations are affected; it ſubſiſts entirely upon the 
opinion mankind entertains of its gaiety and hap- 
pineſs. Subdue that opinion, and you reduce 
riches to their true ſtandard, If they aſpire to 
| Honour and real value, they muft be ennobled by 
the uſe made of them. It is impoſlible for luxury 
to be generous; avarice grows upon its wants; 
and that very avarice is compounded of all the 
paſſions that are uſually hired for money. But 
if the moſt ardent paſſions, ſuch as pride, ambi- 
tion, and love itſelf, (for love always is in the 
train of pomp and vain-glory) are no longer at- 
tached to magnificence and oſtentation, you may 
then compute how the eſtimate of luxury is dimi- 
niſhed, and avarice lofes of its force. ' She 
The real advantages of wealth, ſuch as con- 
venience, accommodation, the delights of afftu- 
ence, quiet, independence, and that. ſuperiority 
which fortune claims over thoſe who are retained 
in its ſervice; all theſe are more than ſufficient | 
to ftrike a deep impreſſion upon little minds 
inſomuch that J am far from hoping or fearing 
the downfal of arts, which have luxury for their 
ſupport. 8 


But 
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But let diſtinctions and honours be once dif. 
joined from wealth, and then the fouls which na- 
ture has endowed with energy and ſpirit, with 
exalted virtues and generous paſſions, will look 
down with diſdain upon the petty enjoyments of 
vanity, and will ſeek elſewhere the rewards of 
fame and honour. 

The glare of affluence, ſaid Tete, wil 
never be eclipſed in an opulent and flourithing 
{tate by the frugal ſyſtem of barren and unpro- 
fitable honours, "The eyes of mankind are daz- 
ꝛled by the luſtre of wealth; and dignities, nay. 
majeſty itſelf, are obliged to borrow thence their 
moſt ſtriking decorations, 

1 ſhould be glad to know, replied Belifarius, 
of two eminent men, which, according to your 
ideas, gave the greateſt dignity and even majeſty 
to the Roman ſenate, the rich Lucullus or the 
indigent Cato? the queſtion quite overpowered 
Tiberius. I allude now, continued the hero, 
to an æra of luxury; and yet in that very period, 
with what veneration did the ſound uncorrupted 
part of the commonwealth (J mean the people) 
recal to their minds the days of ancient ſimpli- 
city, when Rome was free, virtuous, and poor, 
when the lands of her ſcanty territory were tilled 
by the conqueror's hand, and the plough was 
crowned with triumphant laurel * Let us do juſ- 
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_ tice to the people, and reſt aſſured that a | wiſe 
ſovereign, incircled with warriors and with pa- 
triots void of arrogance, but full of years and ho- 
nours, will exhibit to his people a more reſpect- 
able and honourable ſcene, than a prince diſ- 
ſolved in luxury and ſurrounded by a train of 
glittering vaſſals. It is a maxim ever inculcated 
by perſons in high offices, that to ſtrike the pub- 
lic with ideas of dignity, their rank ought ever 
to be adorned with pomp and magnificence, 
They are generally both ſuperinduced; but they 
reſemble a coat, whoſe amplitude ſerves to cover 
the defects of the body; and this furniſhes us an 
additional reaſon why the whole wardrobe of out- 
Ward ſhew and fplendor, which thus diſguiſes 
men and confounds the judgment, ſhould be 
totally thrown aſide. When Virtue diſplays it- 
ſelf to the public eye, like a wreſtler in the am- 
phitheatre, her form and vigour will be better 
diſtinguiſhed ; and if Vice, Incapacity, and 
Meanneſs, ever preſume to enter the liſts, they 
will ſtand more confeſſed to view, and will the 
ſconer be covered with confuſion. | | 
It is another advantage reſulting from ſimple 
manners in eminent ſtations, that the burden of 
rewarding merit is made lighter to the public, 
and the ſtate makes a ſaving of expences, that. 
would be rendered ruinous by, the inſatiable ra- 


pacity 
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pacity of ambition. A ſenſible diſtribution of 
honours will diſpenſe with the neceſſity of mag- 
nificent preſents ; and frugality even in the grant 
of honours, will make the prince ſtill a better 
ceconomiſt for the public good. That is the 

great end he ſhould have in view. To reſtrain 
the rich from launching into a profuſion of ex- 
pence is not the point ; prodigality is a fire that 
ſoon conſumes the materials it ſubſiſts upon. The 
prime object is to preſerve the men, who, unpro- 
vided with every thing but their talents, their 
knowledge, and their virtues, may be inclined to 
conſecrate themſelves to the - ſervice of their 
country, from being tainted by the ſweets of lux- 
ury, and corrupted by the luſt of gold. The 
brighteſt diſtinctions, ſuch as are never prophaned 
by ſordid miſapplications, ſhould be reſerved for 
perſons of their temper and genius. I can fay- 
of myſelf, that J ſerved. my prince with all due 
zeal, and with conſiderable ſucceſs; and my own 
feelings inform me how vile a thing is gold when 
compared with the oaken branch and the laurel,. 
thoſe ſweet remembrances of the ſovereign's af- 
fection and eſteem. Moreover that eſteem, which 
is ſo grateful to the honeſt heart, eſpecially when 
ſeconded by the voice of public approbation, 
the prince will do well to reſerve for actions of 
real worth and utility, taking care, with a calm 
Ho. _ dignity 


13 BELISARIUS. 


dignity of reſolution, never to proſtitute chem 
for undertakings vain in their nature, frivolous 

or dangerous. That will be his true frugality. 
To maintain this properly, will indeed de- 
mand a firm unſhaken conſtancy of mind; a ſpi- 


1 it of juſtice always on its guard againſt ſeduc- 


tion or ſurprize; a determination of the will that 
never fluctuates, but checks even a riſing hope 
that it will ſoften into compliance. This great 
and dignified character will be acquired, nay it 
will be ſupported, if a real love of virtue animate 
the fovereign's breaſt. In that cafe his opinion 
will be the opinion of the public, and his example 
will decide and fix the national character. 
Shall I fairly own, ſaid Tiberius, a difficulty 
chat remains with me ? At the rate you have 
gone on, the court, from whence the royal fa- 
vour, intrigue, and luxury, are diſcarded, will 
grow rather ſerious and gloomy ; and poſſibly. 
then a young prince Oh! I underſtand you; 
that the prince may want amuſement is your fear; 
| but, my dear friend, I have not ſaid that the 

taſk of governing is a mere paſtime. And yet, 

even amidft the ſolicitude of royalty, there may 
be many hours of the ſweeteſt enjoyment. The 
miniſter, for inſtance, may report to him the pro- 
greſs of agriculture in places and provinces, 
_ which, before were melancholy ſcenes of idleneſs, 


* 
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poverty, and diſtreſs: may he then not ſay to 
himfelf, An act of my will has now made mil- 
lions happy ? His ſages of juſtice may inform 


him, that by one of his laws the inheritance of 


an orphan has been wreſted from the griping 
hand of hard-hearted avarice : may he not ſay 


with exultation, Heaven be praiſed ! I have been 


the protector of the poor? From the war-office 


he will not receive conſolations of ſo pure and 


unmixed a nature. But when he is told with 
_ what zeal and generous ardour his faithful ſub - 
jects ſhed their blood in the cauſe of their ſove- 


reign and their country, regret and pity will ſo 


compound themſelves in mixed ſenſations of love, 
tenderneſs, and gratitude, that the tears of hu- 


manity will delight him. In ſhort, the vows and 


prayers of his own illuſtrious æra, and the bleſſ- 
ings of future ages, which the conſcious imagi- 


nation will anticipate, all crowd together in his 
breaſt, and form the ſolid pleaſures of a ſove- 


reign. And will not theſe ſuffice? Will there 
de ſtill a void left aching in his boſom? Like the 
kings of Perſia, in ancient times, he may viſit the 


provinces of this empire, diſtinguiſhing with his 


favours thoſe who promote induftry and' agricul- 


ture, plenty and population; while pride, inhu- 


manity, and indelence, for working the contrary 


miſchiefs, will be ſure to meet the marks of his 


I 6 diſpleaſure. 
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diſpleaſure. At Byzantium, as well as at Rome, 


the public granaries have been viſited by the em- 


perors; would it be a degrading condeſcenſion, 


if they made a progreſs into the country, to know 


With certainty that under the lowly roof of the 
_ peaſant bread has not been wanting for his help- 
leſs children? Alas | how uninſtructed muſt that 


prince be in regard to his duty and his intereſt, 
who ſuffers a vacuity in his time! We muſt not 


imagine that a prince, in his moments of tran- 
_ quillity, when he is detached from the cauſe and 


duties of his rank, is to remain a ſtranger to the 


| ſweet ſenſations of domeſtic happineſs and ſocial 
pleaſure, He will have his ſelect friends; and 
unbending himſelf with them, he will taſte the 
charm of rational delight. The man of virtue, 


who wants little, and is therefore eaſily content- 


ed, diſplays in his converſation that ſerenity of 


ſober joy, which ſprings from peace and inward 


harmony; that heartfelt eaſe, to which pride im- 


portuned by craving wants, and vice for ever ſuf- 
fering the corroſions of remorſe, are utter ſtrang- 
ers. An honeſt mind, it mult be acknowledged, 
will find but little leiſure to relax itſelf from the 
duties of an important office; but the moments 
of vacation will be delightful. Remorſe, ambition, 
and fear, are baniſhed from the hallowed hour. 
'The court where uprightneſs, truth, and virtue 
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may walk ſecure, without fearing envy, that lies 
in ambuſh, and without apprehending ſudden 
diſgrace from the whim of the prince, will not, 
perhaps, be the moſt brilliant court, but it will 
be the happieſt in the world. It will not be 


crowded, ſaid the emperor. —And why not? re- 


ſumed Beliſarius. The little ambitious fry, chat 
love to ſhine in eaſe and ſplendid vanity, will not 
futter in the circle ; but to recompenſe that loſs, 
men of probity and of uſeful talents will form a 
numerous party. I ſay numerous, my friend Ti- 


berius, and I ſay it in honour of human nature. 


When virtue is in faſhion, the ſeeds of it will be 
diſcloſed in every heart. Public eſtimation is a 


kind of ſun in the moral world, that warms, that 


animates, and calls forth the latent principles of 
truth and honour. When the ſoul is ſunk in 
| loth and languor, it is not then the time to de- 
lineate its true character. Is it to be expected 


that a young man, who has heard nothing from 


his father but the panegyrick of money; whoſe 
imagination has been dazzled with the luſtre of 
gold; who in cities and in villages has ſeen no- 
thing ſo abject and deſpifed as labour and induſ- 
try; who has been taught by experience that 
pride can creep, that ambition will crouch, that 
law will bend, the road to honours be thrown 
open, and court-fayour diſpenſe its ſmiles at the 
SO beck 
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132 BELISARIUS. 
beck and command of riches ; that they, and 
they only, can prote& him from injuſtice, or ex- 
erciſe the ſevereſt tyranny ; that they adorn and 
embelliſh vice, ennoble meanneſs, and ſuperſede 
_ talents, ability, and virtue; is it to be expected, 
I fay, that a young man educated in this train 
of thinking ſhall be able to draw the line between 
good and evil, virtue and ſelf-intereſt ? Let a 
different doctrine prevail! let the ſovereign, 
that fountain of the manners, ſet the faſhion of 
the heart; let education and habits of virtue 
teach the value, the neceſſity of ſelf-approbation ; 
let them awaken the love of honeſt fame, and a 
deſire to win the applauſe of good men; let the 
ſoul expatiate abroad to gather the ſuffrages of 
the preſent age, and to foreſtall the praiſe of fu- 
ture times; let fair renown be next to virtue the 
| higheſt and greateſt good; let zeal for the moral 
character make honour dearer than life, and 
| ſhame more dreadful than even annihilation ; let 
theſe principles be once eftabliſhed, and it will 
ſoon be found how feeble is the influence of ſor- 
did views and mean defires. Oh! my goot 
friends ! where would now be the names of De- 
cius, Regulus, and the Catos, had they not been 
fouls of fire, inſpired by honour, and replete with 
virtue? To excite an emulation of their exam- 
ple, there muſt be an inſtitution founded in wil- 
8 | dom, 
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dom, and real encouragement to make men run 
the bright career of glory. It were vain and 
idle to require of the fathers of families, that they 
ſhall train up their children in the paths of virtue, 
if that very virtue be left to languiſh under diſ- 
grace, and bear the ſpurns of triumphant vice. 
To re-eſtabliſh order, and give the manners the 
ſtrength and beauty of ſyſtem, all that is good in 
life muſt be appropriated to virtue ; evil ſhould 
be the portion of iniquity, and every advantage 
aſſigned to juſtice and to honour. Let govern- 
ment proceed thus ſyſtematically, and it will 
readily ſtrike our obſervation how the manners 
will ſecond the laws, and gain ſtrength and en- 
forcement from the popular opinion. Hopes and 
fears, rewards and puniſhments, dignities and diſ- 
grace, thoſe are the engines that policy ſhould 
et in motion on the ſide of virtue and civil li- 
berty; by managing theſe  propetly the world 
may be governed at diſcretion. 

But to keep more cloſely to the point; ; by 
proud and oftentatious manners the great are ren- 
dered inſolent and avaricious; from fimple man- 
ners ſpring the oppoſite qualities of moderation, 
juſtice, and humanity; and thus the leading in- 
tereſts of vièe being liſted on the ſide of virtue, 
men will adopt the latter with the ſame ſpirit that 


attached them to the former. | 
You 


| You have given us a pleaſing reverie, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian, an agreeable and flattering dream! 
Fiar from it, replied Belifarius; to think of mak- 
ing intereſt and ſelf-love the ſprings of human 
actions, is by no means a dream. Call to mind 
by what methods was formed, in the infancy of 
the republic, that glorious ſenatorial order, in 
which ſo many ardent virtues, ſuch heroic pa- 
triotiſm blazed forth upon the world, To what, 
think you, was it owing ? It was becauſe there 
was nothing at Rome ſuperior to greatneſs of. 
| ſoul; * it was becauſe public veneration was 
attached to virtuous manners, and glory was the 
| hero's ſure reward. Such, in all periods of the 
world, have been the great {prings and movers 
of the human heart. : 

I am not now to learn that inveterate habits, 
and particularly the habits of deſpotic pride, 
give way unwillingly to the moſt powerful mo- 
tives. But let it be obſerved, that for one ſon of 
profligacy and corruption, who would hold out 
with obſtinacy, in ſpite of ſhame, diſgrace, and 

infamy, there are a thouſand who would yield at 
once to the controul of reaſon, and having glory 
for their excitement, would walk contentedly in 
the paths of honour and of virtue. Let me pur- 


% Dum alen faftideretur genus, in quo eniteret wirtus, crevit 
Juperiam Remonume Liv. libs iv. 
ſue 
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ſue the conſequences of this idea, I ſuppoſe that 
men of virtue are placed at the helm of govern- 
ment. I will, in that caſe, anſwer with my life 
tor the prompt obedience, the fidelity, and the 
public ſpirit of a people who are no longer bent 
under the yoke of oppreſſion, but inſtead of be- 
ing harraſſed by little tyrants, find their lives, 

their property, and their liberty, ſecure under 
the protection of the laws. The ſtate then be- 
gins to raiſe its head; concord prevails through 
all claſſes of the community; the plan. of Con- 
ſtantine, built on a ſandy bottom, lays a deeper 
foundation; and from civil union I ſee ſpring up 
emulation, fortitude, zeal for the public good, 
and with theſe that weight among the nations 

which made Rome the miſtreſs of the world. 

While Beliſarius thus diſcourſed, Juſtinian 
beheld, in ſilent admiration, the enthuſiaſtic 
ardour with which the good old man, forgetting 
the infirmities of age, his miſeries, and his miſ- 
fortunes, triumphed in the idea of rendering his 
country flouriſhing and happy. It is generous, 
ſaid the emperor, to feel ſo warm a concern for 
an ungrateful people. My friends, replied the 
hero, I ſhould welcome and bleſs, as the moſt 
glorious of my life, the day on which I ſhould 
be thus accoſted ; “ Beliſarius, we are going now 

& to let your blood guſh at every vein, but the 
ce price 
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e price of it will be the W of all 
„ your wiſhes. “ | Ns 
His amiable daughter, Eudoxa, now came to 
inform him that his ſupper was ready. He went 
in, and ſet himſelf at table: Eudoxa, with a 
graceful air of modeſty and dignity, ſerved up to 
her father a plate of pulſe, and ſeated herſelf by 
him. — And is that your ſupper, ſaid the empe- 
ror? It is, replied Beliſarius; it was the frugal 
meal of F abricius ; and Fabricius was, at leaſt, 
my equal. 
Let us depart, ald Juſtinian to Tiberius; z at 
2 ſight like this I find n covered with ſhame 
and confuſion. _ 
The court, in | hopes of diflipating the cloud 
which they perceived hung over the emperor's. 
mind, had prepared a ſcene of feſtivity. He did 
not condeſcend to honour it with his preſence. 
At table the idea that occupied his thought was 
the ſupper of the old general ; as he withdrew, 
Beliſarius is happier than I am, ſaid he to him- 
ſelf; for he lays him down on his pillow without 
the . of guilt to break his quiet. 


CHAP. þ £3" 


Led but in his preſence, faid the emperor 
next day to Tiberius, as they were on their 
way to viſit the hero; the compoſure and ſere- 
nity 
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| nity of his mind transfuſe themſelves into mine. 
But as ſoon as I leave him, the clouds, which in 
his. converſation were diſperſed, collect them- 
ſelves again, and the former gloom returns upon 
me. Methought yeſterday, I perceived in his 
delineation of manners and principles, the por- 
trait of human*happineſs; and now it is a can- 
vaſs preſenting an aſſemblage of bold and ran- 
dom colours, without arrangement or deſign. 
While he ſpeaks, every thing appears eaſy, and 
now I am involved in a ſcene of difficulties, In 
the firſt place, overloaded as the empire is with 
immoderate expences, the hero's:ſcheme for mak - 
ing the burthen lighter to the poor his plan 
for new modelling upon a better eftabliſhment, 
an army well nigh annihilated by a wat of ewen- 
ty years |—and then the multiplicity of taxes to 
be reduced to one general impoſt, light andifim- 
ple! He has ſeen the ſubjeR in all its points of 
view, ſaid Tiberius, and will, I dare fay, re- 
move your difficulties. Acquaint him with the 
reflections that have occurred to you]. 

The converſation was accordingly opened with 
a ſtate of the emperor's reaſonings ; and after 
hearing them attentively, I knew, ſaid Beliſa- 
rius, that I ſhauld ſtart in your mind a number 
of doubts ; but] Aatter myſelf I ſhall be able to 


remove them all. 
The 


8  BEETSARLUS.. 
The expences of the court, according to my 
plan, are now reduced. We have baniſhed 
luxury and favouritiſm. Let us now take a view: 
of the metropolis; and pray tell me the reaſon 
why ſuch a ſwarm of inhabitants, lazy, indolent, 
and almoſt without number, ſhould-be a burthen 
to the ſtate? The corn which is diſtributed 
among them, would maintain twenty legions &. 
It was in order to people the city, and make it 
emulate Rome, that Conſtantine charged him- 
ſelf with this ruinous expence. But by what 
title can an uſeleſs! and inactive race pretend à 
right to be thus maintained at the public charge? 
The Romans, a people altogether of a military 
genius, might well claim to be nouriſhed, even 
in time of profound peace, by the fruits of their 
conqueſts; yet in the very height of their ſplen- 
dor and their glory, a portion of land to cultivate 
was all they required; and that being allotted 
by the ſtate, it is well known with what eager- 
neſs they iſſued forth to the labours of the field. 
But with us, what uſeful end is anſwered by the 
ever-craving multitude that beſieges the gates of 


% 


* 40,000 buſhels per day: the buſhel, modius, one foot ſquare, 
and four inches deep, The Roman foot was ten of our inches. 
The allowance of the ſoldier was five buſhels a month, or the 
| fGixth of a buſhel per day: therefore 40,000 buſkels, at fix mea 
ta buſhel, would maintain 240,000 men, 1 


the 
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te palace ? Was it with ſuch men that I ex- 


pelled the Huns, thoſe ravagers of Thrace? The 


city ſhould retain only ſuch a number of inhabi- 
tants as can find due employment to maintain 
_ themſelves by their induſtry ; the reſt ſhould be 


ſent forth to coloniſe in different parts of the em- 


pire. They would increaſe population, and ſub- 
fiſt upon the fruits of their labour. Agriculture 
is the ſeminary of ſoldiers: a good and ſervice- 
able militia will never be formed out of a lazy 
race, who are contented.to loĩter away their days 
in idle poverty. Let the laws, and above all, the 
taxes, be reduced to a plan of ſimplicity; and the 


militia of the palace will be undone by its own. 
inſignificance. What an immenſe ſaving may 


be made by that circumftance need not be men- 
tioned g. EE 1 
The moſt alarming expence of government is 
the maintenance of the army. But even that 
expence will be reduced to the regular body of 


the legions; for the veterans eſtabliſhed in colo- 


nies upon the frontiers of the empire, ſubſiſt by 


their own induſtry, and their immunities and ex- 


emptions from all civil-offices ſtands in the nature 
® Fr guem panis alit gradibus diſpenſus ab altis. Proud. lib. 1. 
in Synn, Panes Pala“ ini bilibres, The Roman pound was ten 


modern ounces. Vide Buling. de tributis ac vettigalitus P. R. 
I Vide L'Orig. du Gouv. Fr. par M. 1*abbe Garnier. 
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wo BE LISARIVUsS. 
of pay. * Thoſe colonies, the maſter- ſtroke of 
Conſtantine's genius and policy, are not as yet 
annihilated ; to make them revive in all the ſpi- 
rit of their original defign, depends upon the will 
of the prince; for, in fact, the number of gallant 
ſoldiers, who are now drooping in poverty and 
indolence, deſire no better reward than to be: ſent 
to cultivate and defend the lands they have ac! 
quired by conqueſt. The ſame may be aſſerted 
in regard to the troops which have been ſettled 
upon the borders of rivers +. Thoſe places now 
improved and cultivated, repay with nes 
the induſtry of the lJabeurer. 
Whole ſwarms of barbarians have been con- 
ſtantly crowding about our frontiers, in hopes of 
gaining a ſettlement ꝗ in our provinces; and oc- 
caſionally they have been admitted, without ſuf- 
ficient precaution 8; but the danger conſiſted in 
admitting too large a number. Let foreign ſet- 
tlers, therefore, not be embodied together, but 
diſperſed in diſtant places, and let the waſte and 
unc ultivated lande be allotted to en Of ow 


Þ Jon nune muvifrenia mea (Cox rar. J omnibus weteranis 
id eſſe conceſſum perſpicuum fit, ne quis illorum ulls muntre civili 
neue oferibus publicis conveniatur ,—Vacantes tirras accipiant, 
eaſque ptrpetuo babant immunes. Cod. Theod. Lib, vii, Tit, 20. 
They were called ripenſes, Alexander Severus firſt efta- 
bl: ſhed them, Vide Lamprid. in Alexand. 
1 Theſe ſettlers were called Eli, and their lands, Lætic farms. 
F As the Goths under the * Valens. 
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we have, alas! too many * ! but a vigilant and 
active government would ſoon naturalize the fo- 

roign 1atruders, and incorporate them with the 
reit of the ſtate as uſeful citizens, and well -affect- 
ed ſoldiers, 
The Legions, therefore, are now the only re- 
maining burchen to the ſtate; and the tribute 
which we draw from Egypt, from Afric, and Si- 
cily, would well ſupport three times the number 
the government ever had in its ſervice +. It is 
not in regard to this article that parſimony is re- 
quired: concerning their maintenance , the 
ſtate may be at eaſe, but it cannot be too ſtrenu- 
ous in its endeavours to fix them upon a good 
and regular eſtabliſhment. There was a time, 
when admiffion into the legions was an honour 
reſerved for the citizen of Rome &, and was 
warmly diſputed by the young men, who were 
eager canditlates for it. That time is now no 


* The lands of the Fiscus, or Treaſury, were immenſe, The 
puniſhment of moſt offences was a CoNFISCATION of Propere 
ty. Vide L' Abbe Garn. de ['Origine du Gouv, Fr. 

+ Sic) ily paid a tribute to the Romans of 7,200,000 buſhels of 
corn; Egypt, 21,600,000; and Afric, 434200 coo: at the rate of 
fix men to a b. hel, there was a daily maintenance for 1,200,000 

men, 

The monthly pay of a ſoldier was 400 aſſes, value 25 ſlver 
denarii, equal to one nummus aureus, The of/is was an ounce of 

copper, the filver denarius weighed one, and the aureus 149 
grains. 

$ This honour was alſo eagerly diſputed by the youth of the 
provinces, who had the rights of the city, 
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192 B E LIS ARI US. 
more, but it ſhould be renewed. And then, what 
may not- be atchieved by men who have both 
honour and bread ! 
Men are no longer the fame, ſaid the emperor. 
| —The nature of man is the ſame, replied Beli- 
ſarius; and nothing is changed but opinion, that 
_ ſovereign miſtreſs of the manners. In fact, we 
only want the ſoul of one great man, his genius 
and his example, to expand themſelves abroad, 

and fix. the principles and the manners. From a 

million of inſtances, that ſupport this propoſi- 
tion, take a ſingle fact, which is, in my eftima- 
tion, worthy of the old republic in its greateſt 
period, and evinces plainly, that in all ages, the 
virtue of mankind has diſplayed itſelf in propor- 
tion to the demand made for it by thoſe who 
were e Killed in the powers of human 
nature. | 

Rome was 5 by Totila. One of our 

e officers, whoſe name was Paul, had ſallied 
cout of the city at the head of a ſmall party, and 
entrenched himſelf on an eminence, where he 
was ſurrounded by the enemy. Famine, it was 
not doubted, would ſoon reduce him to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſurrendering; and, in fact, he was in 
want of every thing. In this exigence, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to his ſoldiers:“ My friends, ſaid 
6c he, we mult either periſh, or ſuxvive i in ſlavery. 
& „ You 
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BELISARTU S. 1593 
Tou, I know, will not heſitate about the choice; 


but it is not enough to periſh, we muſt periſh | 


nobly. The coward may reſign himſelf to be 
conſumed by famine; he may linger in miſe- 


ry, and wait, in a diſpirited condition, for the 


friendly hand of death. But we, who have 


been ſchooled, and educated in the field of bat- 
tle, we are not now to learn the proper uſe of 


our arms; we know how to carve for ourſelves 
an honourable death. Yes, let us die, but 


not inglorious and unrevenged; let us die, co- 
vered with the blood of our enemies, that our 
fall, inſtead of raiſing the ſmile of deliberate 


malice, may give them cauſe to mourn over 


the victory that undoes us. Can we wiſh to 
loiter a few years more in life, when we know 


that a very few muſt bring us to our graves ? 


The limits of human life cannot be enlarged 


by nature, but glory can extend them, and 
give a ſecond life.“ 


He finithed his harangue: the fldiery Jeclar- 


ed their reſolution to follow him. They began 


their march ; the intrepid countenance with 


which they advanced, ſoon denoted to the enemy 
a deſign to give battle with all the courage of the 
laſt deſpair. Without waiting, therefore, to re- 
ceive che attack of this illuſtrious band, the 


3 1 Goths. 
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Goths thought proper to compound, by an im- 
mediate grant of life and liberty #. . 8 
I an count, my friends, upon at leaſt two mil- 
lions in the empire, capable of the ſame magna- 
nimity, if another Paul were at the head of them. 
We can reckon alſo ſome” chiefs of this illuſtri- 
ous claſs; our victories have pointed them out. 
While ſuch reſources remain, let us not deſpair 
of the commonwealth. Are you ſtill to be told, 
to what a degree of proſperity, affluence, and po- 
pulation, the force of the ſtate may be increaſed ? 
Recal to mind the condition in ancient times, 1 
will not ſay of Gaul, which we meanly aban- 
doned 4, but of Spain, Greece, Italy, the repub- 
lic of Carthage, and the various tealms of Afia 
from the banks of the Nile to the Euxine ſhore. 
| Recolle&t that Romulus, who in the infancy 
of the ſtate had but one legion f, was able at his 
death to bequeath to his ſucceſfor forty-ſeven 
thouſand men under arms. By that circumſtance 
you will be inſtructed what may be done by the 
activity, vigilance, and fpirit of a fingle man. 
The empire, it is ſaid, is undone. How! are 
Italy, Sicily, Spain, Lybia, and Epypt, all 

* Leonard. Aretin. de Bell. Ttal, adwerſus Gothos, lib. iv. | 
+ In order to deliver Rome and Italy from the Goths, the em- 
peror ceded them the faireſt provinces of Gaul, Fafa ef ſervitus 

| ar ſecuritatis alieng, Sidon. Apolli. lib. vii. ep. 7+ 

ft The legion at that time conſiſted of 3000 foot and 300 horſe. 


File Dionyſ. Halic. and Plutarch's life of Romulus. 
| | exhauſt- 


replied Beliſarius. . 
The operations of war, according to our way 
of conducting it, exceeded the ſtrength of our 


B ELISARIUS. 195 


exhauſted? Are Bœotia, Macedonia, and the 


plains of Aſia, which made the riches of Darius 
and Alexander, are they grown barren and un- 
productive? But the numbers of mankind are 


thinned !. Oh, my friends, let ſocial happineſs 


be re-eſtabliſhed in thoſe regions, and the pro- 


greſs of population will be rapid : men will be 


found in plenty, and then, I ſhould have cou- 


rage to propoſe the vaſt plan which I have me- 


ditated, and which, perhaps, is the only way 


to render the empire more powerful and more 


flouriſhing than ever.—And what can that plan 


be, ſaid the emperor :— will open it to you, 


armies; we were quite exhauſted by laborious 
marches and fatigue of every kind, The diver- 


ſion of our arms gave the enemy an opportunity 


to alarm us with ſudden incurſions, which the 


line of Veterans and of Agrarian ſoldiers, poſted 


on our borders, was not ſufficient to withſtand ; 


and in conſequence, before the regular. legions 


could come up to their ſupport, devaſtation and 
terror without controul ſpread a general ravage *. 


In 


+ In the time of Auguſtus, the frontier provinces did not ex- 
ceed nine. The legions were. eſtabliſhed at fixed and, regular. 
poſts, But the number of provinces encreaſing afterwards, the 
legions became inadequate to 5 ſervice. Conſtantine — 
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166 BELISARIUS. 
In order, therefore, to oppoſe to this torrent a 
conſtant fence, I would new- model the empire 
upon a plan of military policy, in ſuch ſort that 
every freeman ſhould be a ſoldier, but for the 
| Purpoſes only of internal defence. Upon this 
ſyſtem, every prefect would have under his com- 
mand a well-arranged army, of which the co- 
horts would be formed by the cities, and the le- 
gions by the provinces, with proper places ap- 
pointed for their rendezvous, that they might ſo 
act in concert as, at the ſound of a trumpet, to 
aſſemble immediately; and be embodied at the 
Jhorteſt warning. 7 
From an army of this kind. wool reſult the 
further advantage, that every individual would 
.glow with the love of his native ſoil ; that ſoil 
which he has helped to people, which his hands 
have cultivated, and which is endeared to him 
by the labour he has employed to make it flou- 
riſhing and fruitful, With theſe incentives in 
their boſoms, you may imagine to yourſelf how 
ardent they would be in the Juſt defence of their 
property ®. 
In an empire of wide extent, there I is nothing 


drew them iq an interior tation, and the lines of veterans, to 
whom lancs were allotted on the borders of the enemy, made but 
a feeble ſubſtitute in the room of more regular forces. 

* Land-poſiefions inſpire their cultivators with courage to de- 
fend them. The fruit of the:ſoil is the Rake which the con- 
queror propoſes to win, Zenopb. on Huſbandry, 

29 2 ; {o 


BELISARIUS, 07 
ſo difficult as to diffuſe through the whole an 
idea of a common cauſe, a principle of civil union, 


and one general intereſt. Among people ſepa- 


rated by the ſea, we ſeldom obſerve any conſi- 
derable degree of attachment to one another. The 
South is wholly indifferent about the dangers 
that alarm the North. The Dalmatian and the 
Illyrian march under our banners into Aſia 
with the coldeſt inſenſibility: to them it is a 
matter of no concetn whether the Tigris flows 
under our laws or thoſe of the Perſian, By 


military diſcipline he is retained in the camp, and 


from the love of plunder he derives a degree of 
fpirit ; but cool reflection ſucceeds; by fatigue 


and labour he is relaxed; and in the firſt mo- 
ment of diſcontent or terror he abandons a cauſe 


which is not his own. Upon my plan the very 


reverſe would be the caſe : the name of Country 


would not be an empty ſound to the ſoldier, but 
the object of his affection, ever dear and pre- 
fent, and twined about his heart by all the ten- 
dereſt ties of nature. To inflame the ſoldier 
with ſpirit againſt the enemy, the proper ha- 
rangue may be thus conceived. Friends, coun- 
« trymen, and fellow- citizens! behold the 
lands which gave you nurture !. Lo, the roof 
under which you drew your firſt breath; the 
% tomb of your anceſtors, the cradle of your in- 
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198 BELISARIUS, 


« fants, and the bed of your wives, whom you 
„ are now going to defend,” And are not 
theſe powerful and pathetic motives? T hey 
have made more heroes than even love and am- 
bition. Of their reſiſtleſs influence over minds 
trained up to ideas of war and the rigorous duties 
of military diſcipline, you may eafily form 4 
judgment. 
For my part, I dwell with inexpreſſible de- 
light on the picture, which even now imagina- 
tion fondly draws of a laborious, warlike youth, 
preſſing with ardour in all our towns and vil- 
ages to the ſtandatd of their country; a ſpirited 
and active race, preſerved by labour from the 
vices of indolence, enured by habit to the ri- 
gours of manly exerciſe, addicted to the uſeful 
arts of peace, and eager to take the field upon the 
firſt alarm of danger, In a militia fo conſtitut- 
ed, the crime of deſertion would be a crime 
againſt nature * ; and their courage and fidelity 
would be ſecured to their, country by every ſa- 
_ cred bond that holds ſociety together. The ſtate 
would not the leſs on this account be provided 
Vith its regular legions, which would be a mov- 
ing bulwark, ready to be advanced whenever 
danger called. By theſe means a ſpirit of emu- 
lation and a warlike genius would be diffuſed 
#* Communis utilitati: dereliftio contra naturam e. Cic. Off: iii. 


through- 


* 


BELISARIUS. 199 
throughout the empire, and the reward of bra ; : 


very might be a commiſſion to ſerve in the regu- 


lar and more honourable body of the legions, 


which would be thus recruited, without thoſe 
raſh levies of men; which partiality, fraud, col- 
luſion, or negligence, inliſt into the army x. We 
ſhould, then have a muſter of the people. How 
ſuperior would be the force of the empire to any 
former period of its ſtrength, even though we 
| ſhould look back to the days of its moſt reful- 


gent glory4! Would the enemy of the South or 


the North dare, in that caſe, to invade us? 


| Would they aſſault a people, Who with an un- 


diſciplined army, unprovided with the proper in- 


ſtruments of war, and almoſt without bread, 


| have ſo often beat back their irruptions? 
And who can anſwer, interrupted Juſtinian, 
that in a military ſtate like this, the people will 


always be under the controul of government? 


Who will venture to enſure a due ſubordina- 
tion ?—lIt will be enſured, replied Beliſarius, by 
their own intereſt, by the benignity of the laws, 
and the moderation, juſtice, and ſagacity, of a 
wiſe adminiſtration, You will be ſo good as to 


Fine tot ubique ab beſtibus illatæ clades, dum longa p ax niliten 


incuriofius legit; dum pelſeſſionibus indic i Tyrones per gratiam aut 
diſſimulationem probantur. Veget. lib. i. cap. 7. . 
+ Under Auguſtus 23 legions z. under Tiberius 25; Adri- 
an 30; Galba 372,000 men, half Romans, and the other half 
auxiliaries, | | 
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% BELISARIOS, = 
bear In your minds, that I made the happineſs 


4 the people the very corner-ſtone of the edi- 
fice.—It is very true, ſaid Juſtinian; but the 


5 . are prone to change, fond of i innovation, 


inconſtant, reſtleſs, and ready to be inflamed by 
the firſt factious leader that hopes to find his ac- 


count in civil commotions.—You ſee the peo- 


ple in one light only, replied Belifarius ; you 
judge of them in their preſent condition, a ſtate 


of ſuffering, like that in which they were plung- 
ed at Rome *, when Rome had fallen into miſ- 


fortune. But of this you may be ſure, that men 
always know their own wants, and will under- 


ſtand their rights: let the prince ſuecour the for- 


mer, and protect the latter, and you may rely 


upon it that they will acknowledge all his patriot 


cares with gratitude. The ſovereign's love will 


be repaid by the affections of his people. If he 
prove juſt, benevolent, and wiſe, confiding the 


offi ces of his adminiſtration to none but men wor- 


thy of ſeconding the good intentions of a patriot 


prince, the people on their part will be docile 
end ſubmiſſive, By what metamorphoſis, I 


« ſhould be glad to know, can a few diſcontented 


. ſpirits, a paltry. handful of ſeditious malecon- 


'tents, convert a people, who have reaſon to be 


Hi mores wht ediſſe præſentia, preterita celebrare. —Ingevia. 
_ woobili ( plebem ) ſeditioſam, diſcordioſam, cupidam rerum — 


ſatisfied, 
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ſatisfied, into a ſet of perjured rebels Such a 


revolt is only to be dreaded by him who leaves 
his ſubjects to groan under oppreſſion: the cha- 


racter of reigning for the good of the commu- 


nity will always be a bulwark againſt treaſons 
and conſpiracies. Can it be imagined, that 
amidſt the applauſes ſent up to the throne by a 


grateful people, Rebellion will dare to ere its 
ftandard? Where is it to ſeek accomplices ? 


Will it go into ſcenes of rural tranquillity, where 


peace, and liberty, and plenty, ſit ſmiling on the 
land? Will it ſkulk in towns, where induſtry 


works in chearfuineſs, and the fortunes of every 


citizen, his life, his property, and his rights, 


are under the ſafeguard of the laws? Will it 


cabal in families, where innocence, truth, ho- 
nour, and the ſanctity of marriage-voyws co-ope- 
rate with all the tendereſt ties of nature, and en- 


dear the domeſtic ſcene? Can treaſon in ſuch 


places expect to find aſſociates? It will not ex- 


pect it; for the empire of juſtice is immoveable, 


or nothing ſublunary can have a laſting duration. 
I will allow you that in making the ſubject pow- 
erful, in order to render him happy and con- 
tented, there is a riſk that requires a daring mind; 
but of that daring mind J ſhould be, though my 
ruin were the conſequence: I ſhould ſpeak out 

and tell my people, I put arms into your hands 
K 5 | to 


— 


. 


\ 
n 
4 
+T 
!' KF * 
15 
3 * 
TEM 
8 
: ; 
* 5 
ie 
FR 
* 
þ 1 
"TOE 
1 
\ +4 
no — q 
5 75 
1 
e 
, 
2 
i 
13 i 
[ 4 1 
4 Pr 4 
4 
pj [9 
. ” 
4 233 
WE 
7 3 
0 4 5 , 
1 
, 
_ 
4 * 
$1 
* . * „ 
ö 15 
} Ty 
* "rH % 
2 88 
MS - 
3 4 
; * 
137 
1 
e 
q 1 
r 
: 4 * 
WS + 
i 1 
d 
: . ww 
r 
"IV 
13-48 
; 2 
; 12 
* 
4 > 
. * 
8 
4 T4 
f 
bY 
. 
, 5 
1 4 
: 8 
5 
7 
A 
1 
7 . 
4 ; 
: . 
. $4 F 
9 
9 
2 
f 
„5 
$ 4 
WE. 
* . on 
c 7 . 
K. 
A 
4 of 
7 0 
. We 
1. 
N. 
R 
* * — 
* 
F. 41 
$: 
1 
q \ 
1 * 
. * 
F {1 
N 4 
$4. 
q 
: 4 
1 SE 
22 
K. 
| 
1 h 
bt 
B 
7 0 
- 1 
4 
f 
C 
5 N 1 
„ * 
1. 
oy 4 
1 Y f 
7 ' 
4 5 
4 1 1 
1 
4 
4 
x 
7 
F 
4 
\ 


202 BELISARIUS. 

to ſerve and aid me, if my government be juſt, 
and to reſiſt uſurpation, if I ſhould be guilty of 
it. This you will deem raſhneſs, but in my 
idea it is the height of prudence thus to put un- 


der due reſtraint both my own paſſions and thoſe _ 


of the people, thereby eſtabliſhing a ſure barrier 
againſt the ill conſequences of either. With my 
crown I ſhould, by theſe means, tranſmit to my 
ſucceſſor an hereditary neceſſity to govern ace 
cording to law; and that neceſſity, thus ren- 
dered deſcendible, would be the brighteſt monu- 
ment of glory that ever monarch left behind him. 
1 am aware, my friends, that genuine virtue 
does not act upon the principle of fear; but if 
virtue is entrenched by it, I ſhall think it a con- 
ſiderable advantage; for what virtue is at all 
times ſure of walking upright? I know it is 
a maxim that a prince is above the laws *; the 
very law itſelf aſſerts it, and perhaps wiſely ; but 
my firſt care ſhould be at my acceſſion to forget 
that maxim, nor would I forgive the ſycophant 
who ſhould remind me of it. My friends, I now 
muſt take my leave. To change the face of 
things, and new model an empire, is a laborious 
taſk ; let us repoſe ourſelves a little. To-mor- 
| row I ſhall be glad of your company. There 
KH] remains behind another grievance, - wich 


* Princeps legibus Joe oft, Pandec, Ih. 83 
afflicts 


afflicts my ſpirits: but I will reſerve it for an- 
other opportunity. At our next meeting [I ſhall 
endeavour to intereſt Tiberius in regard to, the 
matter I have now only alluded to. 

His views are, no doubt, great and extenſive, 
ſaid the emperor, as he was on his way back. But 
if his ſehemes are practicable, they muſt be un- 
dertaken by ſome prince in the vigour of youth, 
who aſcends the throne with a manly firmneſs of 
mind, a ſpirit of juſtice, of courage, and of vir- 
tue. Added to theſe qualities, he will have oc- 
caſion for a long reign in order to bring about ſo 
wonderful a revolution. I am not able to de- 
cide, ſaid Tiberius; but in his plan I thought I 
perceived ſome things that require only an ef- 
fort of the will to compaſs them; and if the reſt 
muſt depend upon time, that time, it is to be 
hoped, is not ſo remote, but we may expect to 
ſee it dawn upon us ſhortly.— My dear Tibe- 
rius, replied the emperor, you behold difficulties 
with the eye. of youthful inexperience ; your ac- 
tivity vaults over them; but my infirmities ſhrink 
back diſmayed, To execute great projects, 
alas J ſaid he, with a deep ſigh, we muſt begin 
early. It is not the time to begin to live, when 
all we need is to learn to die; and yet I muſt ſee 
the good old man again. His converſation, it is 
"wy afflicts me; but I had rather indulge a 

K 6 ping 
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Y pleaſing ſadneſs in his company, than ſuffer * 
inſulting gaiety of vain unthinking men, Who 
throng ahout me in my palace. 


CHAP. XV.“ 


TD hs accuſtomed hour, the next a the 
emperor and Tiberius found the hero in 
bis garden, enjoying the departing rays of the 
weſtern ſun. It no longer lights me, ſaid Beli- 
ſarius, with a look expreſſive of inward happi- 
neſs, but it ftilk warms and comforts me. In 
that ſtupendous orb I adore the bounty and mag- 
nificence of the great Creator. — Ta hear this 


ſtirain of piety from a warrior, ſaid Juſtinian, 


delights and ravithes me; it is the triumph. of 
religion The triumph of religion, replied Be- 
*lifarius, is to adminiſter conſolation in the hour 
of adverſity, and to mingle in the cup of ſorrow 
the ſweets of calm delight. That religion af- 
fords this heartfelt joy, who can give better teſti- 
mony than myſelf? Overwhelmed with years, 
deprived of ſight, and deſtitute. of friends, aban- 
doned over to myſelf, and nothing preſent to my 
thoughts but the decline of frail mortality, af- 
fliction, and my approaching grave, I have no- 

thing left but to ſend up my meditations to Hea- 
ren: te deprive me of that were, perhaps, to. 
drive 
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drive me to deſpair. The good man walks with 
God &; a ſecret conſciouſneſs that he is accept- 
able to his Creator warms his heart; and from 

that ſource he derives ſtrength and rapture even 


n this midi or Uni cen. Whin 1 Was rt in. 


rounded with misfortunes, deſerted by all, and 


given up to my enemies, who were plotting my 


ruin, I have often ſaid to myſelf, Be of courage, 
Beliſarius; you are free from ſelf-reproach, and 
your God beholds you. My heart, where all 
was laid waſte and deſolate with miſery, revived 
and glowed within me at that reflection; I felt 


it expand in my boſom with new life and joy. I 
hold the ſame ſelf- conference ſtill; and when 


my daughter is with me, yielding to the ſtroke 
of affliction, and bathing my face with tears; 
Can you be afraid, I aſk her, that He who ſent 
us on the ſtage of life, will ceaſe to prompt, to 


invigorate, and ſupport us? Your heart is en- 


dowed with ſenſibility, and truth and pureſt vir- 


tue reſide there; your father has not more to an- 


ſwer for than yourſelf; and can you imagine 
that the Fountain of all gosdneſs will deſert that 
virtue which he loves? O! my daughter, come 


but the moment, when He, who with his 


breath called forth my foul into exiſtence, ſhall 


® Nulla fine Deo mens bona eſt. Senec. Inter bonos. wiros. as 
Deum amicitia e, conciliante virtute. Idem. 
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206 B E LIS ARI US. 
command it into his own glorious preſence; and 
then we ſhall ſee whether wicked men will fol- 
low thither to diſturb that ſtate of bliſs. My 
poor daughter Eudoxa liſtens with fixed atten- 
tion to this conſoleing language, and her tears 
fall as ſhe hears it; but they are tears that flow 
mingled with delight: and thus by degrees 1 
lead her to conſider life as a little voyage, which 
we perform in a bark not accommodated to our 
wiſhes, and therefore with joy we approach the 

port, where all is peace, delight, and rapture, 
You have framed for yourſelf, ſaid the empe- 
ror, a very comfortable ſcheme of religion It 
is the true religion, replied Beliſarius. Would 
you have me contemplate the God whom. 1 
adore, in the light of a ſullen and offended ty- 
rant, who delights in vengeance only? I know 
full well that when he is repreſented to us by 
men of dark, of jealous, haughty, and melan- 
choly tempers, the image of the Deity takes, a 
tincture from the imagination it has paſſed 
through, and a benevolent God is made to appear 
a fretful, paſſionate, and iraſcible being, like the 
creatures that talk of him. They perhaps find 
their account in making their own vices the at- 
tribute of heaven: but I endeavour to figure to 
myſelf the perfections which it is my duty to 
imitate. Do you think this an error? It is at 
- leaſt 
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leaſt an innocent one. From the hands of my 


Creator I came forth weak and feeble; he will 
be indulgent therefore; to him it is apparent 
that I have neither the madneſs nor the wicked- 
neſs to offend him : that infatuation of mind, 


that impotence of pride is foreign to my heart. 


T o my God I am more dutifully attached, more 


fervently devoted, than ever I was to the empe- 


ror : and of this I am ſure, that the emperor, 
who is but weak erring man, would never have 


done me harm, if, like my God, he cout have 


read my heart. 
Alas ! that God, faid Jultinizn, is, 6 


ſtanding vchat you have ſaid, a God of wrath; 
a terrible God !—Yes, to the guilty he is ter- 


rible, replied Beliſarius; but I am ſelf-acquitted 
in my own conſcience; it tells me I-am good 


and virtuous.; and in the ſame manner that the 
flagitious ſoul is incompatible with the effence 


of the Divinity, I have the comfort to think that 
the ſoul of the juſt man is analogous to the Foun- 
tain of all goodneſs, —But which of us is the 
- juſt man, ſaid the emperor ? —He that endeavours 

moſt to be ſo, replied Belifarius : for —_ 
conſiſts altogether in volition, 


That you delight in the contemplation of your 
| God, ſaid Tiberius, is not furprifing, ſince you 
youu him in ſo amiable a light !—Alas re- 


_ plied 
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| plied the old man, 1 know how much I am 
obliged to ſtrain my feeble powers in order to 
conceive ſuitably of the Divine Majeſty; and af- 
ter all the efforts of a limited capacity to form 
into one complex idea all that is ſublime, and 
. beautiful, and good, I am conſcious how inade- 
quate the image is at laſt, But what can a man, 
who would elevate his thoughts to a notion of 
his Maker? If that all-wiſe and incomprehen- 
fible Being delights in any thing, it is in the 
effuſion of benevolence to all his creatures: this 
reflection paints him to me in the mildeſt atti- 
tudes, and on that idea I therefore dwell, in or- 
der to form the moſt eadearing conception of 
him, 
But it will not be enough, ſaid the empercr, 
to define him a benevolent Being : you muſt call 
him juſt alſo. — They are ſynonimous words, re- 
plied Beliſarius. To delight in goodneſs, and 
to have a deteſtation for evil : to reward the for- 
mer, and to puniſh_the latter, that is the true 
character of goodneſs : that is my firft, my un- 
alterable principle. Has it never happened to 
you as it has to me, to attend the levee of Titus, 
of Trajan, and Antoninus? That is one of the 
reveries in which, my imagination loves to in- 
dulge. I fancy myſelf in that court compoſed. 
of the true friends of the crown: I ſee thoſe U- 
. luſtrious 
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luſtrious princes diſpenſe the ſmiles of compla- 
cence all around the honeſt circle ; I ſee them 
communicate the beams of glory and of majeſty, 
mixed and blended with ſuch pleaſing delicacy 
and ſoftneſs, that every heart participates of the 
joy the ſovereign feels in diffuſing happineſs to 
others. If that be an auguſt ſcene, how much 
more glorious and refulgent will be the court of 
_ Him, who is at laſt to receive my foul! It will 
be filled with the Titus's, the Trajan's, and the 
Antoninus's, thoſe delights of mankind. It is 
in their company, and that of the virtuous of all 
ages and of all countries, that the poor blind Beli- 
ſarius will glow with pureſt fire before the throne | 
of a good and equitable God, —And the wicked, 
faid Tiberius, how do you diſpoſe of them ?— 
| They will not be there! I ſhall hope, continued 
he, to ſee in that blaze of glory the auguſt and 

wretched old man who took away my eyes ; for 
he has done much good from the inclination of 
his heart; and if he ever did wrong, he was ſur- 
priſed into it, He will rejoice, I believe, to ſee 
my loſt organs reſtored to me !—As thus the 
hero ſpoke, his whole countenance was irradi- 
ated with joy, while the emperor poured floods 
of tears, reclining upon the breaſt of Tiberius, 
At length his tender ſenſations glving way to 
xefleRion, Do you hope, ſaid the emperor, to 
. find 
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find the-pagan heroes in that paradiſe which has 
ſo enraptured you? * Do you think they will be 
admitted ? - My good neighbour, replied Beliſa- 


rius, you do not mean, I am ſure, to afflit me 
in my old age | I am poor and wretched, with- 
out any other comfort than that which, ſprings 
up within me from the ſcenes of futurity which 


I have fancied to myſelf, If it be an error, pray 
indulge me in it: it cheers my heart, and God 


is not offended : it enlarges my idea of his be» 
nevolence, and I love him more ardently for it, 


I cannot be induced to think that between my 
foul and that of Ariſtides, of Marcus Aurelius, 


and of Cato, there is an eternal abyſs of ſepara+ 
tion; if I thought there were, I feel that my 
love for the great Author of our exiftence would 
be diminiſhed by it. = 


Young man, ſaid the emperor to Tiberius, 


while you henour the enthuſiaſtic virtue of this 
hero, you muſt not believe him an orthodox 
guide. Beliſarius never pretended to be deeply 


verſed in the myſteries of faith.— And who can 
be deeply verſed, replied the hero ? Alas! who 
can preſume to think his eye has pervaded the 
great ſcheme of Providence? The all-wiſe Cre- 


* It has been decided by the fathers that God will work a mi- 
racle, rather than let him periſh everlaſtingly who has faithfully 
followed the laws of nature. But Juſtinian, it is well known, 

was a bigot, and of a perſecuting ſpirit, 


ator 
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ator has given us two guides, which ought to 
operate in concert with each other; and thoſe 


guides are, the light of faith, and of natural rea- 


ſon. The truth of which we are convinced: by : 


intuition, faith will never contradict. Rèvela- 
tion is but a ſupplement to the light of nature: 
it is the ſame voice that ſpeaks to us from the 
| throne of heaven, and from the bottom of the 
heart, It is impoſſible that they ſhould be at va- 


riance; and if on the one hand, the truth that 


ſtirs within me, announces the juſt and good man 
to be acceptable to his Creator, I ſhall never 
hear on the other, that he is obnoxious to the 
wrath of heaven. — And who can be anſwerable, 
ſaid the emperor, that this inward ſentiment is the 
revelation of nature? — If it be not, replied Be- 


liſarius, a juſt and benevolent God ſuffers me to 


be miſled, and all is loſt. It is the light of natu- 
ral reaſon that tells me there is an all- governing 


mind, that commands me to worſhip him, and 


promulgates his laws in my very ſoul. And will 


the wiſe Creator give me by thoſe means an in- 


ward conviction, that may prove at laft the groſſ- 


eſt error? Alas ! whoever is my antagoniſt on 


theſe points, I beg him to leave me ſtill my con- 
ſcience, the light of intuition : it is my guide, 


and my beſt ſupport. Without it, I can no 


longer diſtinguiſh right from wrong, or good 
from 
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| from oil truth and falſhood become indiſcri- | 


minate, and my duty loſes its ſanction. I do 
not even know that there are any duties to bind 
me: I then am blind indeed; and they who took 
from me the light of the ſun, were by far leſs bar- 


barous than the man who ſhould extinguiſh in 
me the eternal light of reaſon. 


Let me aſk you, ſaid Juſtinian, what do you 


| 1 ſo clearly by this faint glimmering 


ray within the mind ?—I perceive, replied the 
hero, that the religion which intimates to me a 


Juſt and benevolent God, is a true religion: and 
that whatever is repugnant to that fine inward 


ſentiment, is not of that religion. Shall I avow 
my principles? I am attached to that religion, 


becauſe it renders me better, and gives a dignity 
to my nature, If I felt that it made me haughty, 


fierce and hard of heart, I ſhould abjure it at once, 
and I ſhould ſay to my God, In the dilemma which 


obliges me to be either wicked or an unbeliever, 
I chuſe the latter, and am ſure it will leaſt offend 

; you. But happily the religion I embrace, is 
congenial to my heart. Love God, and love his 


works: can any thing be more ſimple, juſt, and 
natural? To wiſh good to him who does us evil; 
whatanoble morality | how gencrous and ſublime | 
In our misfortunes, to conſider all as a trial of 
virtue, how ſweet and comfortable the philoſa- 


phy 
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phy! Thus far I am content; and while I poſ- 
ſeſs this moral ſyſtem, if myſteries are propoſed 
to me, I acknowledge them above my reaſon, 


and I ſubmit, with a fincere compaſſion for ; 


| thoſe whoſe judgment wants the ſame rectitude 


and docility : at the ſame time I recommend 
them to the ſupreme goodneſs of the Father of 


all, and to the infinite mercy of that omniſcient 
Judge who ſees the paths of error, and can for- 
give it. „ 2 

In this way of proceeding, faid Juſtinian, you 
are going to deal out ſalvation to numbers with- 
out diſtinction ! And is it neceſſary, replied 


Beliſarius, that numbers ſhould be in a ſtate of 


reprobation I feel with you, ſaid Juſtinian, 
that it is more comfortable to love God than to 


fear him; but all nature atteſts his vengeance, 
and the rigour of his decrees. For my part, ſaid 

Beliſarius, I am perſuaded that he only puniſhes 
when the divine grace cannot be extended; that 


he is not the origin of evil; that he has formed the 
beſt poſſible ſyſtem, and has diffuſed all the good 


that ſyftem was capable of receiving *. That is 


*The opinion of the Stoic ſchool, which was adopted by Leib- 
nitz and other Optimiſts is here aſcribed to Beliſarius. Bonus eſt 
Deus) bono nullocujuſquam bon i invidia eſt: fecit itague quem opt i- 
mum potuit, Senec. Epiſt, J. 25. Quidquid nobis negatum eft, 


dari non potuit. Idem de Benefic, lib. 2. cap. 28. Magna accepi- 


mus majora non cepimus. Ibid. cap. 29. Deum ſine conſilio agen- 
tim ne cogitare quidem facile eſt: quæ nutem fuiſſet cauſa propter 
quam male mibi conſultum fuiſſet. Marc, Anton, lib. vi. 
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my theology. Let it be propoſed throughout the 


world, aud it will be found worthy of being em- 


braced with zeal and veneration; the voice of 
nature will ſpeak aloud in favour. of it, Should 
violence and cruelty arm it with ſword and fire; 


ſhould the rulers of the earth, who profeſs this re- 
ligion, with bigot rage bid the fiends of hell over- 
run the world, and in the name of God excru= 


ciate thoſe whom they ought to pity and to love, 


they will eſtabliſh one or other of theſe two pro- 


poſitions ; either that their religion is barbarous 
like themſelves, or they give the lie to the doc 


trine of truth. 


Vou have raiſed, ſaid Juſtinian, a nden and 
important queſtion ! To throw ſome light upon 
it, it will be proper to enquire whether a prince 
has a right to eſtabliſh, throughout his dominions, 
an uniformity of faith, and one general mode of 
worſhip. If this right be inherent in the crown, 
how can it be exerted again{t rebellious and ſtub- 
born diſſenters, but by force and puniſhments? _ 

As I am making a profeſſion of faith, ſaid Be- 


liſarius, I will frankly own, that whatever con- 
cerns the good order of ſociety, and has an influ- 


ence on the manners, is of neceſſity ſubje& to the 
juriſdiction of the ſovereign, not as the infallible 
judge of truth and. falſhood, but as a magiſtrate 


whoſe province it is to compute the political good 


5 "of 
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or evil that reſults from the actions of men: and 


| this opinion of mine I found upon this principle, 


which ſhould be a firſt principle in every man's 
creed, 'namely, That God is the friend of order, 
and authorizes nothing that can diſturb it. — 
Well then, ſaid the emperor, do you doubt that 
there is a cloſe and intimate relation between the 
eſtabliſhed faith and the manners? I acknow- 
ledge, replied Belifarius, that there are many 
truths, by their nature interwoven with the man- 
ners; but take this with you, that there are in- 
tuitive truths planted by the hand of God in every 

breaſt, which no man in his ſenſes will call in 
queſtion. Whereas the truth of myſteries, which 
are beyond the reach of the human underſtand- 
ing, and therefore require a revelation, has no 
connection with the morals of mankind. For if 
we conſider a moment, we ſhall perceive, that 
the all-wiſe Being has detached his myſteries 
from the great ſyſtem of ethics, for purpoſes the 
moſt important to ſociety, namely, that without 
waiting for a revelation, man ſhould be led by the 
_ propenſity of his nature to a moral conduct. 
And if Providence has thought fit to make the 
welfare of ſociety, the political happineſs of man- 
kind, the fate of empires, and the courſe of hu- 
man contingencies, altogether independent of the 
ſublime truths” of revelation, my queſtion is, 


——— — —HFV — 
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be by the arm of fleſh, Do you not perceive that, 
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Why ſhould not the civil magiſtrate imitate the 
diſpenſations of the Supreme Being? The ſove= 


reign ſhould enquire diſpaſſionately whether, by 


believing or not believing any particular ſpecu- 


lative point, mankind would in a moral ſenſe be 
better or worſe, and in a political view, more va- 
luable citizens, or more faithful ſubjects. This, 


TI will take upon me to ſay, ſhould be the rule of 
ſovereign authority ; ; and in conſequence of it, 
you ſee what a number of metaphyſical diſputes e 


would be excluded from civil government. 
I obſerve, ſaid tþe emperor, that you leave no- 


f thing to the ſuperintendence of the magiſtrate 
but what eſſentially concerns the intereſts of ſo- 


ciety : and yet among all the important duties of 
ſovereignty, the molt ſacred office ſurely conſiſts 


in being the vicegerent of he eaven, for the pur- 
| poſes of enforcing the diſpenſations of the eter- 


nal will. — Ah! let them be vicegerents of al- 


| mighty goodneſs, ſaid Beliſarius, and they will do 
well to leave the miniſtry of vengeance to the de- 


mons of hell. — That the darkneſs of ignorance 
ſhould be diſpelled, and that truth ſhould have 


its triumph throughout the world, muſt be al- 


lowed, ſaid the emperor, to be coincident with. 
the plan of infinite Goodneſs, — Truth cannot- 
fail to triumph, faid Belifarius, but it mult not 


by 
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by putting the ſword of yengeance into the hand 


of truth; you entruſt error with it alſo? The very 


poſſeſſion of that ſword will be ever deemed a ſuf- 


ficient authority to wield it without mercy ; and, 


let me add, perſecution will always be on the ſide | 
of the ſtrongeſt, and will there erect its banners ac- 


cording to the prevalence of opinion, and, as that 


ſuggeſts, will glut itſelf with the blood of unhap- 


py victims. In this manner, we know, Ana- 
ſthaſius perſecuted that mode of faith which Juſ- 


tinian now protects. The deſcendants of men, 


_ who were formerly murdered by the ſpirit of in- 


tolerance, have now reverſed the ſcene, id an” 
their turn commit a daily maſſacre-upon the po- 


ſterity of thoſe, Who not long ſinee butchered 


mankind for the ſervice of another religion. Be- | 


hold thoſe two pr inces, who thought to render 


themſelves acceptable to God by piouſly mur- 
dering their fellow-creatures ! Suppoſing the 


principle to be right, can either of them be ſure 
that the blood he ſpilt was that with which God 
deſired to fee his altars imbrued ? Error has an 
immenſity of ſpace, and truth is like a mathema- 
tical point in the prodigious void. And who has 


bit that point? Each man aſſumes that happineſs 
to himſelf ; but upon what proof ? If there be the 


cleareſt evidence that he is right, can that evi- 


dence authoriſe him to inſiſt, and to inſiſt ſword 


in hand, that mankind ſhould be. convinced by 


6 L it? 
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| it? Perſuaſion comes from heaven, or it is the 
1 work of man. If from heaven, it will bring with 

a 4 it the credentials of its miſſion ; if it be of human 

| origin, it can only claim the authority of rea- 
fon over the faculties of the underſtanding. Each 
man is anſwerable for his own ſoul. It is his 

: buſineſs, therefore, and his only, to determine 
the choice upon which the happineſs or miſery 
of his future exiſtence depends. You would 
compel me to think as you do; and if you are 
miſtaken, you ſee how dear it coſts me. As to 
yourſelf, the error might have been innocent; 
will it be innocent to work my ruin? Alas ! why 
is man ſo arrogant as to ſet up his own religi- 
ous creed as a law to others? Millions, who had 
entertained a rational ſyſtem of belief, have been 
| ſeduced and impoſed upon. But let it be even 
ſuppoſed that the zealous religioniſt is infallible ; 
is it my duty to attach infallibility to any hu- 
man opinion? God, he will ſay, enlightens him; 
let him then charitably pray, that God will fa- 
vour me in the ſame manner. But after all, if 
this infallibility be aſſumed upon human evi- 
denee, what ſecurity has the zealot for himſelf 
or for me, whom he has forced into his ſe ? 
The only point upon which all theologiſts agree 
is, that they do not comprehend the very myſte- 
ries they dare to pronounce upon with ſuch pe- 
remptory deciſion: and ſhall it be a crime in me 
| to 
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to doubt, where they do not underſtand? Let 
pure and ſimple faith deſcend from heaven, and 
it will be ſure of gaining proſelytes : but decrees 
and penal edicts will give two things only to the 
world, rebels and hypocrites, The brave will 
rebel, to vindicate the rights of the free-born 
mind, and they will be martyred; cowards will 
wear the maſk of diſſimulation; while the fana- 
tics of every ſect will be ſo many tigers let looſe 
upon mankind. Caſt an eye upon Theodoric, 
that wiſe king of the Goths, whoſe reign (if we 
except the latter end of it) was not: inferior to 
the adminiſtration of our moſt virtuous princes. 
He was of the Arian perſuaſion; but ſo far from 
deſiring to plant his own faith by the deſtruction 
of mankind, that he puniſhed the occaſional con- 
formity of his favourites with death. © How 
can I think, he uſed to ſay, that you will not 
« betray me, ſince with a ſpirit of the baſeſt 
“ complaiſance you betray him who was adored 
by your forefathers ?'—The emperor - Con- 
ſtantius thought the ſame. With him it was ne- 
ver a crime in the ſubject to be ſteady in his re- 
ligious tenets; on the contrary, it was in his 
eyes a ſin of the deepeſt dye in any courtier to 
abjure his faith for temporal motives, and betray 
his ſoul for the ſake of court favour. Would to 
Heaven, that like them, Juſtinian had never bent 
himſelf to enſlave the privilege of thinking! But, 
* Als 
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alas! he ſuffered himſelf to he involved in con- 


_ troverhes, which can never be ended; and which 
gave him more trouble than all his illuſtrious la- 


bours. For what were the conſequences ? Sedi- 


tions, revolt, and maſſacres. His own IG and 
that of the ſtate was undone. 


The tranquillity of the ſtate, faid the emperor; 


depends upon unity of ſentiment. — The expreſs 


ſion is equivocal, replied : Belifarius, and the 
conſtant ſource: of miftake, - The minds of men 
are never in better harmony, than when each in- 


dividual is at liberty to think for himſelf. Do 


you know whence it is that opinion is jealous, 
arbitrary, and intolerant ? It is owing to the fa- 
tal error of ſovereigns, in thinking the ſpecula- 


tive opinions of mankind of high importance to 
the ſtate, and diſtinguiſhing one dogmatical par- 


ty with the moſt partial favours, in prejudice 
and total excluſion of all the reſt. No man is 
willing to be marked out for contempt, pro- 
ſcribed; and ſtripped of all his civil rights. 

Whenever a ſtate is divided into two factions, 


and one of them engroſſes all the advantaggs of 


the community, the other, whatever be the cauſe 
of diſſenſion, will think itſelf aggrieved, and the 


joue of their country will give way to reſent- 
ment and ſourneſs of ſpirit. The moſt frivolous 


abject will become grave and important, as ſoon 
as it 5 the peace of ſociety. It is that 
Fett 3 5 influence, 
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influence, and not the thing itſelf, which in- 
flames the temper of party. Let a controverſy 
be raiſed concerning the grains of ſand on the 
fea-{hore ;' to that controverfy annex a degree of 
influence upon the condition of the ſubject, and 
it will be managed with as much heat and ani- 
moſity as any other queſtion. Religious fury is, 
for the moſt part, compounded of envy, fierce 
deſire, ambition, pride, hatred, and fanatic venge- 
ance, that tyrannizes with zeal, as if it were 
commiſſioned by heaven: and all: theſe compli- 
cated paſſions are the gods of which fovereigns _ 
are made implacable delegates. Were there no- 
thing to be gained on earth by waging war for 
| heaven; were zeal for truth to be deprived of a 
pious licence to murder all who-differ about an 
| hypotheſis; were religious. enmity no longer al- 
lowed to riſe upon the ruins of the man it hates 
were it reftrained from enriching itſelf with the 
ſpoils of the oppoſite ſect, and gaining undue 
honours. and preferments; the ſpirits of mankind 
would ſoon be compoſed, and all the various par- 
ties would be left to N ſtar? their own | 
ies. 15 | 
And ſo the ld of God W 4 PUG 
0 Juſtinian.— The cauſe of God, replied Be- ; 

lifarius, wants no enthuſiaſt to ſupport it. Is 
it owing to polemical:divinity that the ſun riſes, 
and m_ ſtars glitter in the firmament i? I ruth 
; 3 ſhines 
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ſhines with his own pure genuine luſtre, and the | 
underſtandings of men are not enlightened by 
burning the faggots of perſecution, The ac- 


tions of mankind are committed by Heaven to the 


juriſdiction of ſovereigns ; but to judge of the 


inward ſentiment, is a right reſerved for the Great 


Searcher of hearts. That Truth has not choſen 


princes for its arbitrators will be perfectly plain, 


if we conſider, that not one of them i is On. 
trom error. | 


If the liberty of 8 aid the emperor, 


& muſt not be limited, the liberty of acting wil ſoon 


chim the fame immunitʒ. 
There can be no danger of it, replied Beliſa- 
rius; it is in that reſpect that man is under the 


immediate controul of the civil power; and while 


that power confines itſelf within the limits of law 


and natural juſtice, it will have the leſs occaſion 
for force to maintain its own dignity, and the 


good order of ſociety. The baſis of authority 


is juſtice; remove the latter, and the former falls 


to the ground. I want to know by what arts of 
illuſion is mortal man to deify himſelf, and in- 


duce his fellow-creatures to be duped by the 
monſtrous apotheoſis to ſuch a depth of infatua- 


tion, as to let him, fword in hand, command 
mankind to believe what he believes, and think 
what he thinks? Aſk the commanders of the ar- 


nene the logic of the word has ever con- 


vinced 


% 
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vigead the world? Bid them tell you what were 
the effects of violence and rigour againſt the Van- 
dals? I was in Sicily ; ; Salomon arrived in the 
extremity of deſpair : All is over in Africa, 
ſaid he; © the Vandals have revolted : Carthage 
is taken, and they have committed the vileſt 


„ ravage; within the walls and round the coun- 


« try all is a deluge of blood; and this horrible 
„ confuſion is owing to certain polemical zea- 
& lots, who do not underſtand themſelves, and 
of, courſe never can be reconciled. If the em- 
d « peror will mix himſelf thus in abſtract ſophiſ- | 
try, and, publiſh his edits in ſupport of ſub- 
4 tleties which he does not comprehend, let him 
“ put his irrefragable doctors at the head of his 
<« armies: for my part I reſign; they have driven 
% me beyond all patience.” Thus that brave 
man declared his fentiments: between ourſelves 
he was in the right. There are paſſions enough 
incident to human nature for the diſquiet of th 
world, without having the torch of diſcord light- 
ed up by fanaticiſm. £ 
And who, enquired the emperor, ſhall quench 
| the flames of diſcord ?— The nature of the hu- 
man mind will quench the flame, returned Beli- 
ſarius: for, caſuiſts will grow tired at laſt of ſkir- 
miſhing about propoſitions men cannot under- 
ſand, and cavilling about diſtinctions none have 
wigs to attend to, At firſt indeed, new-fangled 
L4 opinions 
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opinions excited curioſity, and that curioſity en- 


couraged the eagerneſs of Uiſputation, Take 


away from controverſy all importance in the eyes 
of the world, and it will ſoon be out &f faſhion :' 
men in that caſe will endeavour to diftinguiſh 
themſelves by ſomething different froth an idle 


hypotheſis, - I compare theſe polemical bigots to 
a ſet of champions in the public games, WhO 
would embrace one anbther in perfect good-hu- 
mour if left to themſelves; but being gazed rg 
the multitude, they cut one afother's throfts, 
To avow the truth, ſaid Tiberius, his teiifon: 


ings have almoſt tonvinced me. What troubles 


me, ſaid the Emperor, is, that upon this ſyſtem the 
zeal of a'printt can fender no ſervice to rellgfen. 
Heaven preſerve me, returned Befarhis; from 


doing that miſchief. 1 leave him the ſureſt 


means of ſerving the intereſts of religion, by mak. 
ing the ſoundneſs of his faith appear from the 


purity of his morals; ; and by holding forth the 


tenour of his Swernment as an evidence, and in- 
deed as a pledge for the truth chat governs His 


ations. By making men bappy, it is eaſy to 
make proſelytes. A good and upright king has 


a more powerful empire over the hearts of men, 
than all the pious friends of perfecution collected 
together. It is indeed eaſier and more expedi- 
tious to cut men's throats than to perſuade them: 


but if bigot kings were to raiſe their voice to the 
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B ELISARIUS. 225 
Moſt High, with this queſtion, What arms would 


you have us employ to make you adored upon earth? 
and if God would deign to make himſelf heard, 


the anſwer would be, DISPLAY YOUR VIRTUES. 
As ſoon as the emperor's ſpirits, which had 
been much agitated by this enquiry, grew calm 


again in the ſilence of retreat, he recalled to mind 


the maxims and the counſels of the religious ſec- 


taries that ſurrounded him; their enthuſiaſtic 
violence, their pride, and unrelenting animoſity. 


What a contraſt, ſaid he, has Belifarius exhi- 
bited! A man grown grey in battle, and yet 
breathing the ſweetneſs of humanity, meekneſs, 
and benevolence ! whereas the miniſters of the 
God of peace preach nothing but imperious arro- 


gance and implacable rigour ! The old hero is 


at once pious and juſt: he loves his God, and 
wiſhes to ſee him adored by all; he only requires 


that the adoration offered up ſhould ſpring from 
| ſentiment and free-will. Alas! I have given 
way to a falſe zeal, which, at tlie bottom, was 


no better than a rage to tyrannize over wie hu- 


man eee 


CHAP. . ; 


S the emperor and Tiberius went the next 

day to reviſit the hero, they encountered 

2 a danger which they had not foreſeen ; andthe glo- 
ry of delivering them was reſerved/by Heaven as 
OP 7 one 
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one triumph more to crown the fame of Beliſarius. 


The Bulgarians; who had been chaſed no fa- 


ther than the foot of the mountains in Upper 
Thrace, no ſooner perceived the country free 
from their purſuers, than they ſpread themſelves 
again over the face of the land. One of their de- 
tached parties vras prowling in queſt of prey near 
the retreat of Beliſarius, when a carriage appeared, 
and promiſed a rich booty. They immediately 
bemmed it in; intercepted the two travellers, and 
made them priſoners. As they ſurrendered all they 
had without beſitating, the plunderers ſpared their 
lives. But for their liberty a ranſom, not in their 
power to pay down, was expected, and therefore 
they were led along in captivity. Fs 
hut one way of eſcaping out of their hands, 155 
without being known, occurred to the emperor... 
Conduct us, ſaid he, to the place whither we 
were going: there we ſhalb be able to procure the 
ranſom you require. I will anſwer with my 
head that you have no ſurprize to apprehend.; 
and if I break my word, or give you reaſon to re- 
pent confiding in me, I agree to forfeit my life. 
The air of eandour and majeſty with which. 
1 theſe words were uttered, made amimpreſſion upon, 
the Bulgarians. Whither would you have us lead 
you ? enquired the Bulgarian chief. — About ſix 
miles off, anſwered the emperor, to the retreat of 
Belifecius.— Of Beliſarius ! what! do you know 
TT 2 | | EE that 
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that illuſtrious hero? Moſt · aſſuredly I do, ſaid 


the emperor, and I dare count upon him as my 
: friend. —If that be the caſe, replied the Bulga- 
rian, you need be under no apprehenſion ; we 
- will accompany you thither. 
Beliſarius, on the firſt notice of their arrival, 
imagined they came to carry him off a ſecond 
time; and his daughter, with tears, with ſhrieks, 
and the utmoſt conſternation, elaſped him in her 
arms, My father, ſaid ſhe, Oh! my father ! muſt 
we part again? | 
In this inſtant word was brought, that the 
court-yard. was filled with an armed force, that 
ſtood in formidable ranks round the carriage. Be- 
lifarius made his appearance: and the chief of the 
Bulgarians immediately accoſting him, IIluſtri- 
ous hero, ſaid he, here are two men who claim an 
acquaintance with you, and call you their friend. 
— What are their names, ſaid Beliſarius? I am 
Tiberius, ſaid the young man, and my father is 
made a priſoner with me. —Oh! yes, I know 
them, exclaimed Belifarius ; they are my -neigh= 
bours, and my good friends, But you that lead 
them hither, by what right have you laid hands: 
on them Who, and what are you? Weare Bul- 
garians, ſaid the chief, and the right of war is our 
claim. But every thing gives way to the eſteem. 
we have for you. We ſhould but ill ſerve a prince 
WhO hanourg you, if we ſalled in reſpect to thoſe 
L 6 whom 
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Whom you acknowledge. Thou wonderful man! 
ur friends are free, and to you they are © inilebted | 
for-thetr liberty. 855 
At thefe words; the emperor and bew made 
an effort to raiſe their arms and embrace Beliſari- 


us: the hero felt the chains which reſtrained them : 


and RO faid he, your hands bound in "api | 

dew and he unfettered them immediately. 
Aſtonimment, Joy, ſurptize, and wonder 105 

geiher rofe and throbbed wildly in the boſom f 


Juſtinian. Oh! virtue, faid he to himſelf, po- 
_ etful virtue l what an irreſiſtible empire is thine! 


N poor blind old man furtounded with wretch- 
edneſs, commands reſpect from kings | wrefts 
the ſword from the hands of Barbarians, and frees 


from chains the man who Gracious God! 
if the univerſe beheld the ſhame that covers me! 
Alas! it would be too mild a puniſnhment! 


The Bulgarians were defirous to return the 


bwin bey had ſeized: by no means, faid the 


emperor, keep it all as a gift, and reſt aſſured that 
I ſhall alſo add the ranſom we had ſtipulated. 
The Bulgarian chief, in taking leave of Beli- 


 - Farius, afked'if-he had any commands for the king 


his maſter. Tell him it is my conſtant prayer to 
heaven, ſaid Beliſarius, that fo valiant a prince 


may be the ally and the friend of my ſovereign. 


Oh! Beliſarius, exclaimed Juſtinian, now re- 
covered from 5 confuſion and ſurprize, Oh, 
Belifarius ! 
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Behfarius! What an aſcendant ! have you gained 


| Ober the ede of _ 1 "The 27 tr enemies of r | 
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aid? the Hero Vith a file; at "Ye tntereff 1 have 
with'the Bulgarians. I am upon good terms with 
their king; and but a few'days ſince we e 
together. Where was that? fad Tiberius. 

thi the king's own tent, ' replied the hero; 1 7 
Sat to mention that adventure. As I Was on my 


journey hither, I was, like you, made a pri- 


© ſoner, and conducted to the Barbarian camp. 
Their king gave me a generous reception, en- 
kertained me hardfomely, and lodged me for the 


night under his own pavilion: the next day 1 


 bbtained froth him a guard, *to convey me ſafe 


back to the place where I fell into the hands f 


a roving party. — How, ſaid Juſtinian, the king 
of Bulgaria know you, and not detain you with 
um — He wits inchned to do it, returned the 
| heros but his deſigns and my principles did not 
correſpand with each other. He talked to me of 
taking my revenge. Who? I revenge myſelf? 


A mighty cauſe indeed for involving a whole 


country in flames! I returned him thanks, as yon 


may imagine, for the offer of his afliſtance; and 


now, you ſee, he has conceived an efteem for me 
Oh! what remorſe, what eternal bitter fel 
morſe for the ſoul of Juſtinian, ſaid Juſtinian 


himſelf, ſhould: he ever know to what a cruel. 


exceſs 
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5 excels his ingratitude; has been carried! Where A 


ſhall he find a friend like you, whom he has thus = 
baſely injured? Alas! hei is unworthy of any man's 8 
regard after this outrage, this horrible injuſtice! Ly 
Do not exaggerate the matter, returned Beli- 
Grivs; feſter not the wounds of an aged emperor, 
but rather reſpect his years and his misfortunes. 
He was ſurprized into that proceeding againſt 
me, and I will give you a little hiſtory. of that bu- 
ſineſs. There are three remarkable æras in the : 
progreſs of my ruin, The firſt was my entry 
into Carthage, Being maſter of Gilimer's pa- 
lace, the uſe I made of his throne Was. to con- 
vert it into a tribunal of Juſtice. In fo, doing, 
my intention was to give weight and dignity to 
_ the laws: my inward ſentiment was not legible 
to common eyes: and when a man ſets him- 


ſelf on a throne, he will naturally enough have 


the appearance of trying how he likes it. That 
was an indiſcretion: but it was not the only one 
committed. A very whimſical kind of curioſity 
prompted me to dine at Gilimer's table, after the 
faſhion of the Vandals, and I was ſerved, in the 
uſual manner of that court, by the officers of 
the king. It was concluded, that I had a mind 
to ſucceed to the vacant hows and appearances 
gave ſome colour to it. A report of this ſoon 
xeached the imperial palace. In order to coun- 


terwork the elec of it, I deſired to be recalled 
and: 
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and ai recompenſed my fidelity by a mag- 
nificent triumph. Gilimer, with his wife and 
children, together with all the accumulated trea- 
ſure, which for a ſeries of years the Vandals had 
raviſhed from the nations round them, adorned 
the ſplendid pomp. The emperor received me in 
the Circus, and when from the throne, on which 
he was elevated ainidſt the acclamations of a 
people almoſt without number, he ſtretched fortn 


dais hand to his ſubjects, with the air of majeſty 


and ſweetneſs, my heart exulted within me, and 
I faid to myſelf, This day's example will be 
productive of many heroes: Juſtinian knows the 
art of kindling emulation and inflaming the mind 
to glory: the honour of ſerving him will now 
be a prize contended for. But alas !. the triumph, 
which was to. enſure proſperity to the prince, 
began already, to prepare for me a reverſe of for- 
tune] From that very moment Envy ſtood with 
her bow bent againſt me. 
A courſe of victory for five years togethar, ie 

is true, made it neceſſary even for Envy to keep 
ſome meaſures of decency :. but provoked. at laſt 
beyond all patience by the fucceſs that attended 
me, ſhe dared to. ſhew herſelf 2 without 
any ſenſe of ſhame. 


The Goths were chaſed 0 of Italy, and had . 


thrown themſelves into Ravenna: I laid ſiege to 
the place. It was their only refuge; and there 


bent 
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pent up, it was-impoſlible for them to eſcape. 


Envy whiſpered to the emperor that Ravenna 


was impregnable, that his army would all periſh 


before the town, in purſuit of my ſchemes of 
vain- glory; and in conſequence, when the Goths 
| were upon the point of ſurrendering, ambaſſa< _ 
dors from Juſtinian arrived with proffered terms 


of peace. I faw that the emperor had been im- 


poſed upon, and I thought it would be treachery 


on my part to loſe the opportunity of making 
Italy our own : I therefore declined to ratify the 
conditions of peace; the town capitulated, and 
J was accuſed of treaſon and revolt. The charge 
had ſome foundation, as you perceive ; for I had 


been guilty of diſobedience, and there was ſtill 
ſomething more in it. The enemy were difaf= 


fected to their king, and made me a tender of 


their crown. A peremptory refuſal might em- 


bitter their minds; ; I returned a flattering an- 


ſwer, and that ſeeming acquieſcence was deemed. 


fincere at court. I was recalled, and the prompt 
obedience with-which I laid down the command 
diſconcerted my enemies. To the emperor's feet 
I led that very Gothic king, whoſe crown I was 
faid to be ambitious of. This time a triumph 


Was not allowed me. I felt myſelf ſorely morti- 


fied on the occaſion. I do not mean to ſay. that 
I was humbled in the ſight of the people: far 


from it: my retinue had ſufficient pomp, and the 


accla- 
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acelamatitns of dhe phblie; whoprefledin crowds 


apodt me, buli have fuklefisd u mere aſpiring | 


Vanity than mine. But the cold reteption I mer 
with from the emperor, more than hifted to me 
that he Was not undebeived, and that a latent ſuſ- 
pition was in ſecret ſtill at work againſt me. 
mucke che finpreſſion made upon his mind 
wire a Hite! aggravated by the enthuſtaſtie 


admiratien of the people, whoſe idol TIME ad 
faifortiine to be. 


Ani he, in ee mn 
ſelves in the Nabe of the empeter; conſider! the 
prejudices that had been infuſed ints his hearty 
Shouldinot you have been piqued-atthe praiſe 
which reproaghetl "yourſelf ? Do you think the 

foppoſed nifibition ef a ſubject, 'extolled to the 
very ſleies, would hot have' giver you utnbrage'? 
Should eu net hate ſeen with Tpleen and re- 


ſeentenent u whole people, wild with Joy; and in 


the erumporks oftheit hearts taking revenge againſt | 
yourſelf} even to a'malice'of enjoyment, by giv- 
ing ne. pbpularity ſuperior to the triumph that 
Kad been refuſed? (Coil? you have ſhut” your 


err te the whiſpers bf'a'Evurt c mmenting upon 


che iniſult offered to majeſty, by the tumult 6f 
applauſe that followed Beliſarius? My good 
neighbour, the greatoſt. prince is but mere man ʒ 
they are all jealous of their power and their ſplen- 
gor; and if Fuſtinian had not had vigour enough = 
l i n n 
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to ſubdue the little paſſions of his heart, and to "I 
don the merit which provoked him, it would have 
deen by no means a matter of wonder. And yet 

the emperor did conquer his jealouſies: he con- 
trouled the weakneſſes of vanfty and ſuſpicion, and, 
once more confided-to me the command of his ar- 


mies and the defence of the ſtate. But another inci4 


dent occurred which gave a byaſs to his eee 


and made me the object of his fixed averſion. 
I had finiſhed my career; and Narſes, who 


ſucceeded me in Italy, alleviated all the pains of | 
my own inactivity by the victories he obtained 


over the enemies of my country, In this fitua, 


tion I imagined], had nothing left but, to cloſe 
the laſt ſcene of life in tranquillity, when of .@ 
ſudden the Huns made an irruption into Thracey 
and ravaged all the country round. The em- 
peror deigned to recollect that I was, ſtill in. be 


ing, and in my old days IL was charged with tha 
command of an expedition, by the event f 


which the empire was ſaved from ruin. I cover- 


ed my grey hairs and the furrows of my fore- 


head with an helmet, cruſted over with ten years 
ruſt x. Fortune proved favourable, and I re- 
pulſed the n * were advanced within a 


Dum interea civitas onnis 1 maximum in modum 
perturbaretur. Beliſarius clariſſimus olim prefectus, elſi pre ſenec- 
" gute in cur vitatem jam declinaſſet, mittitur tamen per in per ator em 
in boftes, Et ipſe uidem de ſe, mird animi promptitudine, Juwvenis 
munera exeguebatur. Id nampus ultimup illi in vit certamen fuit; 
nec ſane mjnorem ex eb retulit gloriam, quam ex Vandalis olim Ge- 
ue devictis. * lib, v. | 
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| few miles of the capital. I laid an ambuſh for 
the enemy, and it ſucceeded fo well, that I was 


regarded by the people as a guardian God. The 
whole city, at my return, was one wild uproar of 


joy and exultation, to ſuch a degree that I was 


much alarmed at the fatal conſequences, which 
I then foreſaw: but how to appeaſe the violence 
of the populace ? The emperor was old, and age 
brings infirmities with it. The honours paid 
me by the multitude, and the exceſs of applauſe. 

that rung throughout the city, were underſtood 
by Juſtinian as marks of diſaffection, plainly in- 


dicating that his ſubjects were tired of his reign, | 


and wiſhed to ſee him abdicate his throne in fa- 
vour of the general who defended it. Miſtruſt 
and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of him; and with- 
out alledging any thing againſt me, he judged 
it right to remove ſo dangerous a man from his 
preſence, While I paſſed my time in obſcurity, _ 
» plot againſt the crown was diſcovered; and 
the conſpirators, without detecting their prinei- 
pal, died in the agony of torture, But the 
ſilence of thoſe unhappy men was interpreted by 
my enemies, and Calumny furniſhed out a co- 
pious ſupplement. I was ordered into confine» 
ment ; diſcontent ſpread among all ranks of men, 
till at length, touched with compaſſion for all 
my ſufferings, the people expreſſed their feelings 
without reſerve. Pity was ſaon inflamed to in- 
dignation, 
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dignation, and by a general revolt; the Seeber 
was compelled to give me up to the clamours of 
885 my country. In depriving me of my eyes, I am | 

| Fe, he thought he was difarming an ene- 


my. That I was never diſaffected to him, hea- 


ven can bear me witneſs; but heaven, that reads 


the hearts of men, has not given that power to 


princes. You accuſe the emperor of ingratitude 
and injuſtice; but it .was his misfortune, and | 
not his crime, to believe appearances, which 


perhaps would have miſted your ng in the 


— ſame manner. pg 


Ves, he is miſerable, the mail miſerable of 


men, ſaid Juſtinian, throwing his arms about 
che hero, and claſping him in his embrace, 
What means this burſt of anguiſh ? enquired 


Belifarius.—It is the agony of a heart ready to 


break, ſaid Juſtinian: O] Belifarius ! that un- 
Jjuſt maſter, that barbarous tyrant, who rent your 


eyes from their ſockets, and reduced you thus te 


_ miſery and want, in bitterneſs of ſorrow and re- 
pentance, now embraces you, and throws him- 
ſelf thus upon you with all the compunCtion of 
ſenſibility and love. Thou my ſovereign ! ex- 


elaimed Beliſarius.— Yes, 1 am he! Oh ! my 
friend] my deliverer ! my protector! Yes, thou 
beſt of men, yes, I am that unhappy prince, who 
has ſet the world an example of the baſeſt cruelty 
and e Let me thus . at your 


5 + feet, 
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feet, be humbled to that depth of lownals which 
my guilt deferves, I here forget my crown; diſ- 
honoured as it is by the vileſt crimes; I am un- 
_ worthy to wear it longer. Nothing now befits 
me, but thus to bathe the duſt under your feet 
with my tears, and hide my- opprobrious head, 
thus overwhelmed with ſhame and infamy. 3, 
And will you thus, ſaid the hero, ſupporting - 
his maſter, who was almoſt ſuffocated with ſighs 
and tears; and will you thus, ſaid Belifarius, 
folding the emperor in his arms, abandon your- 


| ſelf to deſpair? Shall the ſenſe. of a paſt error 


take away the power of atoning for it? Oh! my 
maſter, you are plunging yourſelf in ſhame and 
diſtraction, as if you were the firſt man deceived 
by appearances, and ſeduced by calumny ! 
Though your error were even a crime, yet why 
degrade yourſelf thus? Wherefore be humbled 
to an abject wretch, a thing vile and abhorred.? 
You are my ſovereign ſtill : reſume your ſtrength, 


nor let the recollection of an unguarded moment 
rob you of a due reverence for yourſelf, and the 


true ſpirit of virtue. In this conſternation of your 
heart, reflect upon all the good you have done 
mankind, and let that reflection counterbalance 
the miſtake of ſudden impetuoſity. Beliſarius is 
indeed blind; but nations are freed by your pa- 
triot toil from the yoke of barbarians; the ealami- 
ties * che empire are all repaired 12 your prineely 
3 bene 
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beneficence; and thirty years of glorious ſtruggle 
for the good. of mankind have proved to the uni- 
verſe, that Juſtinian was not a tyrant, Beliſarius 
is blind; but he forgives you: and if you deſire 
to repair the injury you have done him, the means 
are eaſy and in your power. Grant me only one 

of the many prayers and vows I offer up for the 
Peace of the world, and I have a full atonement, 


Come then, faid the emperor, ſnatching him 


eagerly to his heart, come, my friend] my genius! 
and my guide! Oh! come, and teach me to ex- 
paiate my guilt! Come and exhibit it to my court 
in all its ſtriking colours: and let your preſence, | 
while it is a living memorial of my crime, be a 
proof of my repentance alſo, 


In vain did the hero uſe every introaty to be 
left in ſolitude : to appeaſe the anguiſh of the 


_ emperor's mind, he was obliged to comply with 
his requeſt, and promiſe to accompany him. The 


conſent of Belifarius thus obtained, Oh | what 
a debt, ſaid Juſtinian to Tiberius, what an un- 
ſpeakable debt do 1 now owe thee, thou good 
young man ! What recompence can equal thy 

fignal virtues for the ſervice they have done me? 


Alt is true, my ſovereign, you are Hot rich 
enough, replied Tiberius, to requite me as I 
wiſh, Give it in charge to Beliſarius to make 
me retribution. Poor as he is, he is yet maſter 
| of a dents which I prefer to all imperial gifts. 
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y only treaſure is my daughter; hid Belt. 
fſarius, and I cannot diſpoſe of her better. With 
theſe words the hero called for Eudoxa. My i 
daughter, ſaid he, fall on your knees to your ſo- EF 
vereign, and ſolicit his approbation of your nuptial 
union with the virtuous Tiberius. At the name 725 


and ſight of Juſtinian, the firſt emotion of nature 


in the heart of the hero's daughter, was mixed 
with dread and horror. A ſudden ſhriek burſt 
from her; ſhe ſtarted back, and turned aſide with 
deteſtation. Juſtinian advanced towards her; 
Condeſcend, Eudoxa, ſaid he, to liſten to me; 
deign to look upon me, and you will ſee a peni- 
tent almoſt drowned in his own tears; in bitter 
tears that guſh from the keeneſt anguiſh, and will 
never dry their channels till I deſcend in ſorro r 
to my grave. Not this copious ſtream, not all 


the good I have done, can blot out the memory 


Tiberius, was a degree of conſolation to the em- 
peror; and from that moment he felt a dawn of 
ſerenity and conſcious-i innocence. break i in Wen 
his ſoul. | : 7 | 


A more unexpected revolution never diſcon- 
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of Belifarius, all was az diſorder, and ſur- 
f wile poles PEG 


of my guilt; but Beliſarius has pardoned me; and 
now, Eudoxa, now prove yourſelf his daughter, 


by granting me your forgiveneſs too, =] 
To ſee the lovely Eudoxa given in marriage to 


certed the intrigues of a court. - On the arrival 
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© oils «Behold, faid Juſtinian to the train of cauł - 
Vers, les here again the hero; behold thig up- 

en ns | an whom You made me eee | 


4 24 as % . eh ee ng His: Inſacence | 
d his virtues are now manifeſt to me, and your 
lives are at his diſpoſal. Pale diſmay, and grief, 

and thame, covered every viſage. In Belifarius 
_ the ie: daſtard ſouls beheld an inexorable judge; 

teh dreaded him as à vindictive and terrible God. 
Ibero continued to ſupport the ſame; modeſt 
2] ee that adorned him in diſgrace. Of his ac+ 
cuſers he never deighed to know one; and, ho, 
nouted through the remainder of his life with the 
© enjperor” s confidence, he made it his ſtudy to ob- 
Lin an amneſty for the paſſed, and to inſpire his 
mae with à vigilant attention to immediate . 
 igencies, and an awful ſeyerity to controul all 
future crimes, But alas! he did not ſurvive long 
bee for the good of mankind, and the glory of 
his maſter. The emperor, quite enfeebled and 
| diſpirited in the eve of life, paid the tribute ot a 
tear to the; memory of his departed hero; and wit 
8 WW ſhort regret; all the good counſels of Beliſa- 
*. away, and left no trace behind. | 


